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. Alvis Car ClubMof Victoria.’ 3 |
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is iesued free of charge to Club members.

N T

of the

i [T

EDITORIAL

It appears that some members of the Club have the idea that
the A.C.C.V. is run as & competitive events Club, r¥ather than a
Social Clubs T need hardly point out to those momboers who have
8lso been members of other Car Clubs just how wrong this lmpression
is,. There is no doubt that our Club ies primarily a social one.
Every month there are General Meotings, which are slmost exolusively
-~ designed to allow membors to meot one another and discuse anything
| they like, and they can stay to 4 a.m. doing just this if they fecl
inelined. Against thia, events ere not held every month, but just
over biemonthly. Even those events which are held are not of the
speed trial, hill climb types. The fmerald Event is a plesgant
picnic outing and tour, as is the Kalorams in a way ( although here
those members who wish may take part in Gymkhana events). The
Interetate Alvia Rally is a social get-together of N.S5.W. and
Victorian Club members are no competitive events are held. Apart
from these events, the ocomsional Night Treasure Hunts do not

strain vehicles, since they can bo covered sasily at 30 m.poh.
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AUGUST _GENERAL MEETING
8.00 pem.  Friday, August 19th, 1960 at the Clubrooms.

( 21 Bdgar St. Glen Iris. 8.B.6.)

JULY _GENERAL MEBTING

Due perhaps to the lateness of the laot nowsletter, and the poor
weather, the roll-up at the July Moeting (July 15th) wao rather
light. Maybe scme people ati11 thought they wera in the second
week of the month.

President Henderson was not able Lo be present as it appears ho
has had further trouble with hio back, and was laid up in boed over
the weakend, Tn the abgence ol the Vice- Prosident ( on night
ghift work), Scoratary Flummer conducted tho mestlng and made @
plea for the Club to obtain and presorve as many of the vintage
AMvises as possible. He folt that thuse wore slipping out of our
hands, as thoy wore boing posscd on graduslly to non-Club members
and they ren the riek of being lost forover cnd ending up being
wreccked for sorap. fle expresscd the opinion that thig Club could
now only boast five 12/50e when et ono stage, iho Club was “swanpcd
out with them." As he says. - "The Club miy see more new slvisoes
arriving somc day, but it won't sce any moro cf the old ones. For
this reason, we should do all that we can to proserve those that are

getting on in age."

After this plea, Graewe Quinn askod hopefully if anyono hod a 12/50
to sell him, as he now wanted onv. Ho was roceived by a desthly
silence at the meeting. Can any member who was not present then help |
him 7 |

ferry Plummer went on to report on the Club badge front. Tho die
is now boing made, and Roy Hondorson will have o sanple badge reody
for inspection nt tho next meoting. The bodges themselves will coad
the Clvh £1 plue eales tex onch. The approx. sale price wins given
no 30/-. This pricc i dusigned o delray o gmall proportion of '
(Lo 230 2dd die-making costn, o8 woll ns covering tho eales tox.
e detoils next meeting.
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MORE NEWS OF WAGGA

Loat month's Woggn Supplement was apparently well reccived
in Sydncy and the Editor received a letter from David Moneon,
the N.5.W, Club'e Seerctary tolling him about some thinga that
happened on the way back from Woggn.

He writes:

"The Waggn surplement was much edmired ( and envicd) up
hore, and was ontircly acournte oxcept for the omission of
Wal Hagon'e name - he rode with Mex Houston in the duck's
back, '

( ™e two 4.3's had troublés on the way back. Ed, )

The two k.3'a = Geoff Wintor's saloon suffered a sudden
lose of o0il prossure nt Koorawatha, having come that
digtones at betweun 70 snd 80. Ho proceedod to Cowra at
30 mph, AnA 10t the onr with n garnge thero, During the
subscquent wook the gurage romoved the sump and disclosod
one big-end gono cnd anothor very loose. The garnee did
o reagonable job of work on the motor, and the Winters
wore able 16 go up the following weck-und in Dr. Wiater's
Mrebird and drive the oar home, The motor will now
come out for a full overhsul. After leaving thoe anr,
eoff and his two passongera stood on n corner trying to
look cheerful sbout gettving home, when around the sorner
came Rod Ruby, with its front stove in. GSo they all got
home, but the dickey-seat passongers had to be ehipped
out when thoy got there. Just south of Junce the Tomora
road joins the highway, and there was quite a patch of
gravel and sand in the middle of the road at the junction.
Jim stopped tho 4.3 to lot a 3-ton Bedford semi go by,
hoading from Junce to Tamora, but the front wheels locked
and the car slid a foot or so, just enough to bring it
into the path of the truck. One P 100, both driving
lamps, both horns, one and the radiator shell wore
damaged. Norm Danvers ( who was undoubtedly born with a
camera not only in his hand but actually held to the aye)
took photos of it all. Jim 18 fortunate in having a
spare pair of P 100's, and noxt time the oar appears thoro

won't be the slightest tracc of a prang visibloe."
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EROM_DAS ROWES

During the Interstate Alvis Hally natter, one of the non Alvia
items discussed was whother the bearings ( bigend) of a Dicsel
locomotive or those of a steam locomotive were subject to greater
punishment, otress, or presgure per square inch, when each pulled
a similar load, gay 500 tons.

There are , of course, various types of both stoam and diesel
locon, BSome steamers have multi sete of coupled wheels - indeod,
thero are steamers with shaft coupled geared drive. Likewise,
there are various cylinder combinations or multiples in dicscls,
and also, the method of transmission used varics somewhat - eg.,
Blectric, Hydraulic, and Gearbox.

For the most part, tho stownmers ary direct drive, and one
preoumes that this type is the one referred to. Thie means that
for cvery revolution of the crankshaft tho loco and load is moved
about [ifteen feot, depending on the diameter of tho driving
whoels, whercas the dicsel, depending on the method or type of it
tranamission, could move the loco and load as little as a fraction
of an ineh per revolution of its crankshelt.

The answer appears to be that the bigends of the stuamer are
subjeot to the most pressure per square inch, but thia is not
sorreot as total bearing area, coupled with boiler pressure and
the thermsl effjciency of the particuler diesel engine control
the mattor also.

Did you seo on T.V. the bit showing events run by the A.M.S5.
Club 7 It ie intercsting to note that they now have a Potato
Raco akin to ours, Another thing noted - it scemn that it is
now infra dig to refer to the wiggle-wagglo or weaving along a
line of flags or markers by the timu-honoured namo of Bending
Race. The “Slalom" is now definitely it. After hearing tho
Inglish of my youth change considersbly under the barrago of
yoars of continuous foreign brainewashing per modium of Sound
Cineme, Oremophone, Wireless and now T.V. this is not surprising.
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Merely another examplo of acquired foreign culturc, such ag
kidnapping.

I say, chaps, as our membereship includes scme who ars
temperato, not forgetting the ladies, lot's place more emphasis
on the nattor, and rot 80 much on the nogginse, at the "Alvista"

monthly meoetings.

Remarkable as it may #eow, thic Club, since its inception
has always been afflicted by tods, who, although membera of
this Club, apparently merely pay 1ip eervice to the merque.
This ie hardly & fair thirg, &s these facial pocessorics
appear cngrossed in oulogosing other marques, This attitude
is, of course, idezl in clube which cator for all merques,
but surcly we congregate at "Alvista® to praise, not to dury,
Alvia,

MYSTERY PHOTO _ COMPETITION

Through the genercsity of John Cole, the photo-gucnsing
competition, which up to -ow has been rethor rudundent, aotuully
has a real prize - waiting to be picked. Pardon the pun. The
number of alphabetically marked photos has incroased to its
full guota,

All you have to do is make out an alphabetical lisi, write
down what you consider cach photo depicts mlongwide ita correge
ponding lettor and pnas +the lict in at the office. Thore in
no limit to the nunber of lists entored, but coch 1list requires
en entrance foo of 2/-,

Tho prize - one case of apples - will beo awarded “5 the
neareat correct ontry,

Alvibods alvicling alvibatically.
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VG U R O
' - by Basil Bowes.
(Gontiruod from Last senth) i "

CAPT, SMITH-OLARKE continucgt

Braocial Peforcuca to Aerosfngines

Tha automobile industry did & magnificent Jjob in the war of
1914 - 18, Not only aid it supply tho enormous number of cars,
notor cyeles, ambulances, trucks, lorries, armoured ocars, and tho
ther specinl vehicles required by the Services, but a numbor of
the lerger firme turned over parts of their plants for the manu-
fucture of poroplanes and aero-enginos., Tho position of acro-
nautics in this country at the outbreck of the war was deplorablo,
and this was mainly duc to the very poor support given by the
Governmont to the pioneers who wure attempting to build plance and

engines.

The development of guch aircraft enginos as then oxisted had ,
in the main, been carricd out in France, and the majority of aero-
plance then in existence wero fitted either with the Gnome rotary
engine or the Renasult air-cooled enginc.

The Coventry area, where I served as Officer-in-Charge (Engines)
Aeronautical Inspcotion Dircotorate, played a great part in this
work, and turned out some 19,000 engines and tho veat quantitios
of sparce roquircd to kecp them in service.

The smaller firms manufacturod, on sub-contract, parte for
acroplanes and acrosengines for the larger firma in the district
and elsewhore. Completo aeroplance made in the Coventry aren
wore BOEO ZC.'. BOE. 1‘20, RnEo 709 R.E. 8., md ﬂlﬂ Sop\dth Pupt
A large twoeengined bomber was just coming into production when
the war ended.

Air-cooled engines made in the ares were Gnome rotary, Le Rhone
rom. ReAF. llv’ R.ALF, ‘M’ B.R. lo’ and B.R. 2. (thﬁ 1&!‘8@5t

rotary engines ever made), Water-cooled engines were the
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Canton Unne radial, some Sunbeam engines made for the Naval Aix
Sorvioce, and the Siddelcy Puma, which was designed and developec
from the B.H.P. engine.

All of the foregoing mey sound very trite today, when wo hay
become accustomad to think in terms of quantity production, but
it should be remembered that none of the automobile firms had
any background in acro-engine production. Furthermore, all tl
engines were more or loes experimontal and had to be developed
and modified; new techniquos hed to be introduocd in the pro-
duction of alloy steel forgings and in tho production of forrou
and non-forrous cantings to fine linits.

The design and manufacture of jige and tools, socruw, apline,
and other gauges, to provide the degree of interohangeability
domanded, was an immonso problem in iteelf.

1 will mention onc outetanding exomple of how the autonobilc
indugtry not out to mect the desperate necd for nero-engines.
Immodiately on war hoing deslarcd, neogetiations botwean tho
Gnome Company in France and the Daimler Company in England
were initiated, and by the 7th August 1914, in tho firet wook
of tho war, arrangements were concluded by which the Daimlor
Company in Engleand undertook the construction of the 80 h.p.
Gnomeu engines No drawings or specifications of the engine
existed in thia country, but an engino wes sent to the
Daimlor works and this was immediately dismantled and within
a woek sufficiunt drawings and opeoifications had been pre-
pared to pormit production of thi firsi engine to be comncnced,
and 1t ic sufficicnt L0 may uow Ghat lu spite of aluosi
insuperable aifficulties, the first enginc wae built and run on
test in & few hours less than eight weeks from the conclusicn
of tho negotiations, I have ziven thie in detail because, in
my opinion, and in epite of all that happened afterwards, this
wao perhaps the most wonderful individual effort of say fim
in the automobile industry.

An essential component of the aerc-engine is the magnoto,
but in 1914, apart from e very limited home production, we
were almoet entirely dependent on Germany for our supplies.
In Coventry, the British Thomson-Houston Company commenced
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to make aero-magnetos which were practically a copy of the
Bosch j here again the initial difficulties were enormous, but
thoy were all overcome, and large quantities were produced.

With the advent of engines of increased power , these magnetos
gould not meet the new requirements, and entirely new types were
Aueodgned, develupea and produced.

Tha Daea: d Developuant of & Specialist (o)

Luuking buck Wilrty years, I think that on the whole, the
eutomobile industiry benefited by its war-time experience. Truo,
the period waa largely wasted eo far as automobile design and
development was cuncerned, and most of the firms had to resume
production of pre-war models, but the new methodse for large-
soale production had been established, working to standards of
precision never before attempted.

Knowledge of materiale and the processing of thom had vastly
improved, and the stutus of the automobile industry was firmly
eatnblished in our national economy.

The firm with which I have been connected for the past twent)
five years was founded in 1919 by the late T.G. John, and hle
objuntive wan to produce a car which, while gmall in size and
powered by an engine of only 12 heps RiAJC. rating, should be 8¢
dosigod, and produced *o such englnevring standards, as to be
oqual or suprome to auytking then aveilable, Truly an ambitio
project, and (in the worde of Mr. Churchill) "blood snd sweat
and fears" and many huppy yeers have gone into the sttompt to
live up to this ideal.

When I joined the Company, it was just boginning to produce |
medium 6ized chuseis, fitted with a four-¢ylinder, side-valved
engine,  he W.4.C. rating was 12 h.p., the capucity about
1600 ces, and the sctual power output was about 40 bhp at
4000 r.pem. Pitted with fairly light coachwork, tho complete
car had a very good performance; ite comfortable cruising spped
was around 50 m.p.h. and its meximum about 60 ﬂopohop which wasg
quite a lot in advance of contemporary cars of its class.



SPARE _PARTS SFRVICE

Membere are reminded that this service still cperates-uy
the Spares Registrar hus recelved all outstanding Spares money
except the amount owing by Roger Richardaon.

Vhen making enquiries, or ordering spares, alwayo mont.mn
your Car Nuwber, IMgine Numbor and Chassis Number., Thic is

egsontial .

When you raceive mn estimated conld of the reguired sparsa
from tho Regiotrar, make o cheque, money order ur postal note
for that amount pryeble to the A.C.C.V. Spares Acoormt, and
forward it to the Registrar. Then, and then only, will he
place an Official Club Order for the required replacemen’
parta with Alvie Limited.

As the necessary correspondence entails quite a few air-
mail lotters at 2/3 por letter, it ia doomed only fair to
add a 5/- flat rate surcharge to all orders for imported
replacement parts,

The Service has for hire the following:

WIRING DIAGRAMS
1924 - 5, 12/40 - 12/50 Rotax. 1926, 12/50 C.A.V.
1926 - 7. 12/50 C.A.V, 1930. 12/50 Rotax.
1932. TL 12/60 Rotax, 1933,  12/60, Firefly,Rotax
1928 = 9. 14,75 Lucas 1929, TA 16.95. Lucas.
1932. T 16.95 , TC 19.82. Rotax. g
1933, Silver Eugle and Crested HBagle. Rotax.

TIMING GAUGES
For all 6 cylinder modela from 1929 on.
VALVE SPRING COMPRESSOR

The latest universal and improved type valve spring :
compressing tool direct from Alvis Limitod. Handles oluster as
woll aa dual valve springs. Available for hire.
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BAS _BOWES SPHAKS

That charming Oriental cloak and daggor onent, Onebunglung
Looknoseoy, reporta that on the 13th July at PeMe, in the
vieinity of the site of the entrance of the proposed Heliport, ho
eapiod the Hon, President fulfilling some queer Occidental ritual.

Thie demanded that he lie full length on the ground between
some puddles of wator, and gase upwards with carnest intont at
the fiendish underside of nis Alvie Silver Bagle Twenty.

"What o ocurions apot to cheose on which to recline whan the
interlor of tho Snloon appesred to be much more comforteable and

ac much drier."

"Ah, yos," mused the alent-eyed doughty descendant of  the
roverad Confucius, " most wnpredictable, thesc Ocoidentals, and
g0 unfathomable,"

After reading and digesting the contents of pages 13 and 15
of our July "Alvio", I am inclined to agree with the above musings
of the Slanteyedona,

I received @ letter from Bob Cowan, in which he appealed for
Aid re replacements of various cbjet d'erts belonging to hia 12/50
which were obliternted when he recently slid into a ditoh and
overturned. Luokily he received no physical injuries.

e now have in atook for sale from the Spares Store:

Engine and gearbox conical mounting rubbers for vintage
ilviacs both & and 6 oylinder modols ( up to 1932 ).

Two, one loft hand and onc right hand, grease retaining
lfubcapa of the cast aluminium, external thread type.

Lapol badges at 7/6 cach,

1t has been suggestod that a suitable use for the little
Lapsl badges might be for mounting on epoons, tie~clips cte.



BOWESMI SCELLANY
( read ongerly by "Whiskers", renowned Alvipuss)

During the course of much interchange of correspondence
with our friends in the U.K., partiocularly those at Alvia
Limited, I have rather emphasised the dust and grit content
of the atmosphere the engines of our cars are subject to,
wvhilst traversing Australian roada. That is "motoring" as
we know, or, it seems, know, it.

Fow, after the recent trip to Wagge and back for the
Interatate Alvis Rally, I have the feeling that I should
start pulling my head in a trifle.

True, thia happy sojourn takes place within a week of
our shortest day, and ia therefore not the ideal time of
the ysar for the dust gremline to strut their stuff, but as
dust is controlled by the dryness of the terrain rather than
the temperature of the atmosphere, I hardly expected that on
roturning to iMelbowrne after some 600 miles of travel, I
would have to confoss that I had scen nary a speck of dust.
Thia ie with the exception of one brief moment whilst
tooling along with 5imon Rampay in "Half A Mo", close up
behind a huge pantechnicon, which cut & left hand bend at
gpeed, thereby running its left rear dual whoels over the
earthern verge of the roadway. It wag only for an instant
and hardly noticeable,

To me, when I recall the miles and howrs of choking dust
in days of yore, this was indeed a revelation. I concede
that if this trip were undertaken after a spell of typical
summer conditions, perhaps a differunt tale would result,
but I am certain that the dust bogey on our highways ( at
least, the major ones) is a thing of the past.

Another thing which is noticeable ia the romarkably
good surface of the roadway. Obviously the two are
closely related, good surface and lack of dust, but us we
glided along the Hume Highway, for mile after mile at a
steady 50 mph, the trip became quite pleasurable,
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I remember with a slight feeling of guilt the reams I have
written describing the miles of corrugated and potholed roads
that I knew, and by pots 1 am not veferring to Mother's cooking
variety, but rather to some more closely related to the type
wsed by Cannibal Chiefs.

Although only half of our journey was on the Hume Highway and
the other half on secondary roads, I do not recall any bump worth
mentioning, other than one at a small section of the road between
Beechworth and Wangaratta, which was being reconstructed. ( Where
[ bust open & brake drum and shoes. Ed.)

How very different to the conditions experienced during, soy
the 1920's,  Admittedly the Country Ronds Board had then just
come into existenoe, and their firet job mcumed to be licking the
Hume Highwey, or oe it was thon known, tho Sydney Road, into
something more in kecping with the status this name implied.

Anyway, for we wayfarers of the time, that meant olosing the
rotdway to teaffic during the roformation and making uacre
detour through thu trees and scrub clongside the rondway, until
the cloaed asction hod been passed, and these seotions were
often some conaiderable distances There were no formed detours
in thosc daye nnd one was expected to look after oncsolf, Some
times because of awomps, wo found the six chains width betwoen
the rocd's boundary fenecs not wide enough, 50 ocut would come the
wirg-cutting pliers snd unip, snip, snip, ( Bonnington'as Irish
Mosg 7 £d.) we would out the wires and then gallivant around
gome farmer's paddock until we had circumnavignted the swamp.

This was extremely exhilirating, espeeially ot night, when one
had perforce, to rely for illumination entirely on the vehicle's
headlighta, which, in the 20's, wore not exnctly "Flomethrowers",
Well, thoe one's fitted to the vehicle I was driving at this
period certainly were not. Incidentally, thia vehicle was then
reputed to be the largest on the Sydney Road.

The many and varied hosards we experienced and overocane wero
legion and, in my innocence, I then naively thought this to be
due to my adroitness ot driving, however on reflection over the
yoars, I reclise now that they were shining examples of the old
adoge - "fools go whore angele fear to tread."

( More noxt Alvie).
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NIGHT TREASURE HUNT

This event was duly hold on Wednesday, July 20th,
on an evening that gave its unexpected bounty in
good weather to the full, The Bditor was thus able
to cover the whole evening with his 12/50 hood down,
this meaning that he could actunlly gee the kerbs.

Unfortunately, only four cnrs made thu journcy around
Melbourne, covering the Kew, Heidclberg, Fitzroy, City
and Malvern mreas. It is to be hoped that summer time
aventa will evoke o greater respongo from members,

Heve you ever boon nakod whore the "MacRobortaom
Bridge" is ? Well, entrants in the Treasure Hunt will
know now that it ia8 the old Grange Rd. Bridge.

Grags skirta were askod for, and grass akirts wore
what the organiser received. Well, after o fasghion,
druce Uzynaki's effort now adorns the Clubroom wills,
Lut it 16 bolioved that thia would hide very little
of the wahinc.

Those present found the offort wothwhile.
Entrinte were:

Pirat - Bruce Czynski ( 8ilver Creat)
Second - David Muirden (12 /50 )
Third - Koy Honderson ( Silver Bogle Twenty )
Fourth - Simon Ramsny ( Morris Minor g

A1l hail to Barry Gough, for organising the show.

Organiser Plumer soays!
KEEP THIS DATE FREE

RTENAY, BEFPTEMNDE PR O th

This is the date set anide for lhe dnnual Doy
Trial = of the Pre-Navigation yvarioty.
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AUXILIARY FUEL TANK FOR 12 / 50.

It may be of intereat and perhaps use to members to learn that
the fuel tank of the late 1930's and early 40's Standard 8 fits
very enugly into the rear of the 12/50 chassis. That is it does
on beetle-buok bodies, but it could very roadily be adapted to fit
& tourer type body.

Tho tank holds 6 to G gallons and makes a very useful reserve
or main tank, in 5.0. Fuel Punp ( or similar) 46 neoded to carry
the fuel to the carburettor. The latest type of BV.C. Petrol
Tubing is very suitable, and the right fittings can be obtained
for the Pump unions, carby intake and fuol tank union,

The straps that hold the tank into place in the Gtandard cah bo
roadily sdupted to the Alvis, so total cost is only “that of the
tank and its securing streps ( 5/« 1t cost me) plug dny nocospary

fittings, Two holes have to be drilled in the renr cross-membey @

to take the ends of the straps, The other ends are wrappod
round the rear shackle bar that goos right across the chassis.

The Lank aleo provides & usoful ledge on which can be mounted
the rear number plate and lampa, and the filler épout also fite
very snugly betwoen the beoetle-back and the mudguard, On tourer
bodies, the oxtension tube from the Standard would have to be used
ond & hole out through the rear seat floor to take it. The
filler orifico would thus be eituated to the top rear of the

kerb aide mudguerd.

Another very useful foature is that the tank is provided with
an eloctric fugl gauge float wnit, oo that o dash electric fuel
goauge can be easily rigged up and thus overcome one of the great
ingtrunent fuilinge of the 12/50,

= David Muirden.

D NEWS FOR 12 / 50 0 -
Moves are afoot at prosent for ocertain parts to be cost by
Lea Lee, no that certain parts will not become unprocurable. Les
has alrendy cast up brass transfer ports, and is at present
working on some forward Simms couplings, Hares may follow.



ALVL SALE
1 ALVI CARS FOR SALE
SPRED TWENDY . 'Y :

fon Allen ie still offering for sale his immaculate 840
Speed 20 Drop Hend Coupe, 1935 model. Thig car is o real
buy for someond. ' ~

Some detailst

Long stroke ( 73 x 110 mm. 2762 c.cy)

Two wheol equipment. )
Built-in jacks tnd one-shot lubricetion in full
working order. A1l original toola. ¥ 100 Lamps
Bagle Mnacot. This car is mechanically perfeot
and wae complotely rebuilt 40,000 miloe Ago.

The Pricer £ 500,

Contact: Ron Allen,
"Alviaton Park"
. Childers Rond,
Mr's MACEDON. Phones Mt. Macedon 102,

THREE LIT RE

For sale, TA 21 Saloon. Finished in irridescent grey.
Very good mechanical order, likewise tyres, Ooarbox just
ovorhauled, new roller bearings throughout, Engine just
had top overhaul including sot new Exhaust valves.
£ 620, Terms can be srronged.

W, J. Ould,

79 ¥ilson St.,

Bﬁmtmo ,8/; 50 :

Telophones  XB 6434 Private
JW 2101 Businens.

lummer' s 16 still for sl
Y a4

o nt £ 400,



