i}.'rl (] Jr."h, ;'r'f..':t"..‘b

}r'-'f'l'- i, = Qs .’r:rll'll:'u.

BULLETIN
of the
ALVIS CAR CLUB
VICTORIA

i



& L oV T €

The Bulletin of the Alvis
Car Cluhb, Victoria.

CLUB OFFICERS

Hon. President: Roy Henderson, 195 Inkorman St., St. Kilda.
Hon. Vice-Fres: Cliff Eaton, 86 McKinnon Road, McKinnon.

g:z;ﬂ:ﬂﬁzzzgiiﬂf: Hasil Bowee, 21 Bdgar St., Glon Tris, S.B.6.

Han. Traasurer: Bruce Czynsiki, 13 Gladstone Rd., Briar Hill, Vic.
Official Scribe: John Cole, "Firbank", Flinders Rd. Tyabb, Vie.
Social Secretary: John Larsen, 34 Ralston St, Sth. Yarra.

Hon. Editor: Devid Muirden, 16 Rix St., Glen Iris, S.E.G.

This publicotion is *he official newsletter and Journal of the
Alvis Car Clubh, Victoria. I% is printed in an edition of approx.
150 coples by the Hon. “ditor, and is issued free of charge to
Club members, Contributicns and letters are always wolcomed,

EDITORIAL.

There secomz or the face of ‘it %o be much of merit in the recent
Sydneyside schome of sncouraging mombers +o improve their cars!
appearance and ro iubility, by making a trophy or prize of some
sort available far the Dest Improved Alvis of the Year. This was
to be done by Judging one particular part of the car at a time
(usually at each Ciul event), and awarding Points for this towards
the annual award. Since the part of the car to be judged would be
advertised well before the actual event, members would have time to
attend to this area of their car and get it fully up to scratech, if
not better.

Perhaps this Club cculd adopt sowething along this line with
advantage. There are enly three or four real Club eventis cach
year, but it could he barv-imprnving on. cars, if each of them was
alse awarded points op concours style towards the annual total.

The twofold effoct wWould Le that cars would be encouraged to attend
as many ecvents as possible a) to perhaps win that event and b) gain
the bighest overall scoru at the end of the year,

Lot us sez what this might mean in practice. The cars at the
Gymkhana 4n the early part ¢ the year could be awarded points for
the best shod cars .- this to include the wheels, tyros and hubs.
The cars attending the K-olorama Rally could be adjudged on their
bodily appearence - €5.y paintwork, chrome, external ecuipment.



At the Interstate Rally, cars would bc inspected for interior
trim and woodwork, inciuding the instruments and windows.

ALt the Emerald concours cars would be judged for overall
condition, but a speecial extra feature could be made of the engine
compartment - its cleanliness topside and bottomside, and the
electrics connceted with ¢~ engine. At the annual Day Trial, the
condition of the suspension and steering could be appropriately
inspected.

The upshnt of this types of trophy Jjudging means, or could mean,
that even a porrly conditiorned car could gain more points than the
most immaculate if it attends all the events which contribute tow-
ards the Trophy., and the better car attends only one or two. This
is surely hetter. than judging solely on the overall condition at
any one time. It encourages an owner to gradually improve his
car steadily by concentrating on ono particular aspect at a time,
Once D@ has brought the susponsion, say, up to scratch for a Jjudging
aof this part ¢f the ear, he need have no further worries for service
and reliabvility Trem that component or set thereotf for many, many
years to come, provided of course, that adequate lubrication or
cther routine maintenanece is provided.

¥ith thic behina him, he can start work orn another area of the
car, amnd within a few yecars will be amarsd to find that his onece
badraggled car is then ronked with his immaculate fellows elsewhere
iz the Club. 1Is this only a too-pious hops ?
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ALVIS OVNEPR CLUB FCUNLER AT ALBURY

Mambers who attonded the Interstate Rally at Albury were hoth
surprisod and deliglited to find our overseas TN 21 owner member
present,. Diek Rivks, of Sheffield, Sngland, and the man who started
the flourishing Alvis Owner Club, which now boasts a thousand members
and nearly as many cars, was out in Vietoria on a trip to the
Wimmers town of Murtea, and Jjust happened to arrive while last-minute
arrangements wore being made for thoe Interstate Rally. As soon as
he hoard what was afoot he insisted that he had to be present at this
Hally, and came down to Moibourne from Murtoa with his family,
espocially to join the Alvis convey up to Albury. If only he had
brought the TD 21, what a rare and proud sight for the Australian
highways! Iowever, this ds merely wishful thinking. Dick says of
the Park “ard Aivis, that very few cars made anywhere can compare
with it, It will see off the E Type Jag up to 100 m.p.h. 580 heg says.
Not only this, but it also has achieved the modern classic line that
gan be compared with the Spced 205 and 25s of thieday: Tho engineer-
ing department of Alvis Lid. do a marvellous job, although, with their
long waiting list, tho Sales Department epparcntly couldn't care less.
about selling people Alvis cars. Dick expressed a ples for a return
to the magnificent Sales Dept, of the pre-war company. (However, in
those days, it mu-t be remembered, the Company was primarily a car
manufactiiring firm, whereas today, as we know, cars arc mercly a side-
line to a succeesTul aviation and military vchicle business. This may
partly explain apparcnt lack of interest in selling the cars, but all
the same it does not roeally excuse this attitude.id.)




JULY GCENMERAL WEETING

8 p.m., Friday, 21af, 1961 at the Clubrooms, 21 Bigar St., Glen Iris.

JUNE GOENERAL MERTING

Becsuse thers was very little business to contract at the June Meeting
the business end of the meeting lasted only = few mimtes, and most of the
evening was given over to natter and “ome films of Alvis interest.

President Hondarson announced that therce are still a dozen or so Club badges
available at 30/- oamch, that we have sbout 30 financial and about 25 unfinacial
members, and that the Interstate Rally was definitely worthwhile.

Then Barry Gough and Brisn Donnéllion arrived with their equipment and put on
a film scrooning showing somc past Club cvents. It was about a ycar ago that
we last saw them, so they woru well received.

Other than this, there was very little to roport sbout the mooting.
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INTERSTATE RALLY

Thoe Anmuial Interstate Alvis Rally was held on the Queon's Birthduy Weckend
at Albury and can be resarded as a vory worthwhile ovent. Admittedly, this
yoar the Bally was boletorod by 2 very plessant and interesting day at tho Humo
Weir circuit, watching the various, and virtually non-stop, car races. Tho
Rally was held in slmost perfect wemthor, the only rcal complaint being tho
thick blanikct of fog that sottlod everywhere at nights. This made 2 small part
of tho journey back to Molbourne late londay aftornoon, & little ennoying,but
was & small price o pay for & wall—attended Interatate Rzlly.,

Mombors ins attondance were: dustin Wood, Basil Bowesy Mre. Morris,
Alistor Cannon, Roy Honderson, Dorck Holyoasks, David Muirden, Simon Ramsay,
Graeme Quinn, Cyd Lehner & wife, Mr, & Mre. Albert Broad, Doctor Donnon and
son, Dosmond, Dick Birke & wifo, son and dmughtor. They came int 1 TA 14,
2 Bpood 208, and 5 Thrue Litres.

The H.8.W. contingent came in 2 12/50 ducksbacks and 1 Throe Litrs, not to
mention o Ford Consul. MNotable absences were the Winter 4.3 or Firgbird , "Hed
Raby", and "Pluvius".

As far as any mocting to disouss tho two Clubme, the Rally was sorely
lacking 45 nothing of this kind wes really poseible, whon membors had to share
the Hotel Lounge with various othor poople. Thie peinte tho way for noxt year,
and wo saggost that Junee, the originesl site for this yoar's Belly, can at loeast
offer privacy and unintoerruptod confercnce, when this is desived. Thie yoar's
evont would have boen almost porfect had it included an evening on the style of
laust year's Sunday night at the Junve Hotel. 4s it wams, one learnt very little
about thc Sydnoysiders, and we gather that they must have loammt very 1little
about us. Rumours tell thet the N.S5.W. Club want Cootamupdra for 1962, btut
we are still plugging =8 bafore for Juned.



The Hon. Editor was handed this poem in the modern wvein

praisi
poetic
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his Speed Twenty Drophead. It was written by a
) University student, and may be of interest:

AINCARNALINE DELIGHT.

The big red Alvis toed the line

Gracefully, but with respect,

Alternately snorting dewn its exhausty throat
And making the characteristic intake roar

Of unsilenced air intakes on

Highly polished triple carbs.

It stood there, I say, bristling . .« .

The lights changed almost impatiently

And for an instant

No motion or crescendo wavered through the air.

Then suddenly the sucked-in roar increased

Beneath the long, low bonnet.

A hand moved in the air, a foot pulsed,

And the whole beast sat for a moment on its haunches,
Snorted again, leaping forward like the lithy cheetah.
It leapt, and the scream from the works

Changed note as the raetio decreased within.

The silky swiflt change sccurred twice

Before the row of opposing beacons were by-passed
Another following almost immediately they were.

And then the reddish flash of chrome and paint and
Glass and duck and greyish whirl of the whoels,
Flecked with the silver flash of wire-wheeled motion,
Cacvsed a form of momentary giddiness within.

The sense of nobleness and frame

Accomplished engineering skill and proud
Owner-driver touch, could be sensed through the air
Charged with explosive noise that burbled away

Into the nothingness of the next corner,

Whence the sound was barely left of

A short encounter with an incernadine delight.



MORE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIO!NS

from Roy Henderson.

After all these years, 1 thought I had the bugs ironed out
of "Bertha" - but alas - the highest still falll

The other day I was blissfully driving along minding my own
business when the old girl (the car, not Joan) began acting up
everytime I put my foot down. She'd build up a few revs. and
then carry on like a broken down cart horse dragging a council
c¢art. Slacken off and all's well - foot down and bingol

Ah, I thought, blocked jets! S0 up bonnet, off ecarb, scrub
scrub, suck, puff and blow - and back in business, or so I thought.
Six hundred yards down the road, some co,sitation and again the
light-timing! So once again I dived into ‘the works, but alas
the timing was perfect.

I had finally decided to struggle on home and do the job

properly, when kerplunk! Right in the middle of Inkerman and
Chapel Streets - nothing! No starter, no lights, no horm, just
nothing. "Blimey™, I thought,; "That's done it IV

So having pushed the so-and-so-ar-car into the opposite gutter
I quickly lifted up the floor-boards,; replaced and tightened the
battery earth lead, and a.ey we went, with a full head of steam,
and enough herbs for e—sn Stirling Moss. Apparently the loose
terminal was causing odd things to happen to the ignition system
at revs, until it finally fell off altogether. Seems to me that
I can &till hear my old pappy saying to me: "There's two things
you gotta check first son - yous petrol tank and your battery
leads ("

ANNUAL DAY TRIAL NE'S:

TiSIERY CLUB _ TOUR

This event is scheduled for Sunday, August 27th. It is to
be run within a radius of 70 miles of Melbourne, and the total
mileage is approximately 175 miles.

The raods are good, the scenerv good, avorage speeds
reasonable.

The tour is intended %o fiaish with dinner at some hostelry
with a few miles left “or the rmum-in tc Melbhourne.

LININGS FOR 12/50 PLATE CLUTCH

These arc a very unusual size the obtain here in Australia
and have to be specially made up. The Hon. Editor, when re-
lining his olutch recently got twn extra sets of linings made up
while ‘he was at it. The linings are Candy semi-metallic type
and have been pre-drilled, requiring only the rivets to atteh
to the pressure plate and housing. The price is high at £5
per set, but you won't get them made up any cheaper in a single
lot as the price of making single sets is quoted at £7/10/-.

See David Muirden for furiher particulars.



JOTTINGS

* New m@mber, Bill Jackson, who recently bought a TA 14, has besn
recently advertising it for sale. We went out to have a look at the
car and found it to be the imported car that Fels brought out here
in 1957 from England. The roason for sale is that Bill has also a
modern iorris and has alyays really wanted a Thres Litre. There is
nothing wrong with the TA 14 that foroes its sale. 3Bill has Just
rebored the engine and it is running very smoothly indeed. Generally,
the body is in very good order, and the interior is partiocularly well
preserved. Tho seats are almoat tho most comfortable the Hon. Eqitor
has exporienced in any ear, At £215 this TA 14 is a very roasonably
priced car, and should be very reliable ani comfortable.

* The Hon. Editor was out recently to look at the TA 14 above with a view
to buying it. Curious as it may seem, although ho has registered an
Auatin B, a 12/50 and a Specd Twenty nonc of them work, and he needs to
have tranaport. He has boen on to 2 A 30 Austin for some time at about
the same prioc as the TA 14. He finally decided on the A 30 bocause it
was to all intonts and purposcs brand now, and that it would be more
osonomioal to run as daily transport. Still, ho wae vory taken with
the Alvia. .

Why should all his cara have gone wrong ? Who knows why +thuse things
always happon at the wrong time — just let the Editor know and he will
bo very crateful. The Austin 8 which had been his daily hack, parted
company in the ecluteh just bufore the Kalorama Rally, and he has not had
time %o haul out thc cngine and replace the broken parts. Conscquently,
the 12/50 vms hauled out of its punsion , ticd togothor with assortod
bits of wirs ¢to, and makc to purform cxtonasive daily dutics, which it
did in vory uncomplaining fashion for somec montha. Comoa thoe Intur
state Bally and tho night before saw David roassambling the last
stages of the Spocd “wonty, which ineludod a brand new radiator and
diff « On the trip up to Albury around Benalla tho fan came adrift and
atartud to ohew into thu brand new core,which made the Ej. vory happy
indeod. Philosophiocally, he tied the dumobiliscd fan up with rope and
wirce and carricd on. The car lasted out th: Albury trip allright, but
the first day after he got back, he waa driving along vury guictly on
his way to work whon horziblo nolsca came from the fromt of tho car.

He had to run the car into tho korb and lcave it therc - am it hapooned,
this spot wvas immodictoly bohind Lus Millor's Throo Idtre. Lator in
the day, ho returned, pulled out the spark pluge and found piccus of
ring jammed in overy one of thuml Pulling off the hoad, ho found
furthor that one of the cxhauast valvea had anapped off and the head had
opused disastor bulow and disintegrated the piston in No. 2 ecompletuly.
Only thou con. rod was to bo seun flopping about in tho borv. He ia
dofinitcly not going to put any mors Fordson tractor valvos in the car
as Ron Allan had donc earlisr. The ear is now at good old Albert
Broad's having a completu ongino overbaul, reguiring some now pistons,
rings, big onds, valves and guidca. '

Anyvay, tho ironio part of the whole businuss is that whilc carrying
the Spoud Twonty hoad how. in tho bootloback's diekey, ho was saying to
himgolf - "Wull, at lecast this would novor happon in this marvollously
roliablo 12}561" and what do you think happenesd ? Yos, it did happon
at exaotly that moment. Another valve dropped and mashed a piaston.



This in itseclf wans not too devastating as that weeckend the 12/60 wea
inserted into the 12/50 and our Ed, carried on. Well, for sbout 3 miles
that is. Then the clutch toggles ducided to come adrift and belt hell
out of everything within reach. This drendful sounding ovent alsc noment-
arily locked the transmission solid at about 40 m.p.h. and the sudden
Jork that followed broke a half shaft also. By courtesy of Basil Bowes
the car was towed home and within o week a brand new clutch was fitted,
but the shaft in the rear axle was = different problem, Bver tried to
extract the broksn piece of hal f-shaft in o 12/50 7 The piece was 80
long that the 4iff couldn't be withdraw and just too short for the usual
wire coil to grip it due to the very smugly fitting atle tube at the oil
return seroll. Looks like the whole darn thing will have to be minutely
dissected to return the works to order and function.

% loel Cossins says that he called in at a car wreckers the other day &and
wis told by the proprietor that only a few days previously he had hacked

to pieces with an axe, a beautiful 12/50 radiator in nmint condition that he
had had kicking around thers for years and years. He had given up ever
finding a salc and had chopped it up for scrap metal, Noel has now
recovered sufficiemtly to enable him to partake alnost normal meals.

® David Roberts reports that his TA 16,95 Silver Eegle's engine rebuild
is ccmpleted, and now motors beautifully, Very pleased to hear this,

® David Elder says that Graham Thorley rangz hin up the other day and
informed him that he had called off the 500 sq. mile venture in N.W. Aust.
Probably the wide open spaces overwhelms! hinm, This vnstness of the
real Australian outback ean be awe-inspirina, While on the subject of
land, David has just bought & property up Benalla way, 80 he will not be
Yoo far awny from the Club,

® We hear that Herry Shugg has sold the TA 14 snloon and that the new

owner is expected to attend this meecting. We hope he finds the Club of
sufficient value to become a menmber,

LETTERS TO0 THE EDITOR.

Dear Sir,

After reading the June copy of "Alvie" I decided that it was
time to writec my piece. I havc not been able to attend any mectings, so
consequently my face is very scarce at Edgar 5t, except in time of need.

This note, however, should bring you up to date with my activities and
rid my neme of negleot to my Silver Engle, which I treasure.

Sinece I have purchased her she has been re-rogistered. But since then I
have developed gearbox blues., Someone had replaced the gearbox bottom plate
with 2 plain sluminium plate which did not contain a drain plug. Consequen-
tly, when the local mechanic drained the box, the plate had to be removed,
and I saw him do this with & ecrewdriver. He was apparently having
difficulty, but I took no notice at the time, Hext time you are at the
Club inspeot the plate and you will understand why the oil escaped from the
gearbox - ever seen a corrugated strip of sluminium ? Perhaps you will
not recognise the Silver Eagle next time you see her, for I have, of late,



crystallised my idea of her long-necded new body. My dream onme

into effect recently when I came upon a '28 Rolls, So giving me six to
ning months, she will proudly roll the rosd in ot least 99% mechanical
and, I hope, bodily condition, looking something similar to o Rolls,
except that it will still have its definite Alvis line.

David Goyder.

= _ﬂqﬂ;1ﬁ¢ndﬂr what sort of "Mechanic" would put n botton plete back in
' 'said gondition, Any chanse in body line would surely ruin the unique
1ock of the oar as it is nt present. Comments 7 £d.)

Latest and Grestest ?

The ALVIS STALWARD,

-8tne details of the Jlvis Cross Country Cargo Carrier,

The Club has been sent n well aounted brochure on this new Alvis go=-
anywhere vehicle, and one is certainly impressed by its capnbilities,
especlally in.the hustralian outback, and as Alvis Ltd. intend putting
& eivilian model on the market, it should prove a real winner,

The brochure shows the prototype, which is based on a pilitary
"Salemnder" chassis, incorporating certain cunning nodificatitns, such
a8 the installation of turbojet Propulsion units 4o permit water-born
speaeds Of 5 knota.

Alyis Ltd. consider thet the dlvia Stalwnrt Cargo Oarrier offers
the following advantnges over other whoelsd and tracked cargo carriars.
The Holls-Royee B 81, 220 b.hepe engine, the oodificd six-wheel drive
transniseion, the Noalip diffurential, the large tyres, and the four-
wheel steering give a oroas-country performance superior to that of
the "Saladin" and "Saracen" series, It will corry = 5% ton payload
at 54 m.p.he, 2nd gives a petrol consumption of 5 m.p.g. with a nom-
s8top range of 400 miles, and is capable of climbing o gradient of 1
in 4, as well s having a 45 ft. turning circle, which iz much the suane
as a Speed Twenty,

The photos of this mnchine in anction can be inspooted at the
Clubroons,

Zake that Snop, plense !

CLUB PHOTO ALBUM

Next issue of "Alvie" will see the ond of our sover phote unless
nembere come forth with good block-and-white anaps of their cars . If
these are presented they will appenr on "vie", and then be placed
into the Club Photo Album as o record of Club cars. No one Hns yet
come go after pleas during this yoeor, so don't complein if no photos
Bppear. s 1t is we are using photos of W.S.W. cars only becnuse wa
have none of our own. Get cracking - get snapping!
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BAS BOWES SPEAKS.

In the June Newsletter of the Holls-Royce Owners' Club of Australia,

Victorian Branch, it is recorded that membership subscriptions to that club

. have been raised and are now as followsi- Metropolitan Members £3.3.0,
Country Members £2,2.0, Joining Fee £1,1.0, 4lso recorded is the proposal to
admit as ordinary members owners of motor cars designed and produced by

- Bentley Motore (1931) Ltd. This excludes cars designed and produced by
We0s Bentley. Also the number of Bentley cwners shall be limited to 25% of
the number of ordinary (R.R) members.

The reference to the report of their Annual Federal Council meeting at
Wagga makes interesting reading to members of our club who were delegates at
the Interstate conferences held a couple of years ago. (The two Australiasn
Alvis Car Clubs met with the view of forming & governing Federal Body. )

In the write up of the R.R.C.C. Annual Rally held at Wagga concurrently with
the council meeting, 30 H-R cars were present - K«8.W. 15, Vie. 14 , South
Australiz, 1 , and over 100 people were prosent. Wuite a crowd, sh 7 The
remarks concerning their accomodation are most illuminating and worth quoting:

"In spite of what Jim Cooper says, we all arrived in time for dimnner on
Saturday - although T will admit that some folk were more on time than others.
Some of us woere billetted in Romano's Hotel eand the remainder in the Caravello
Motel,

It would seem that the latter type of accomodation has & lot to commend it
for such gntherings as this - particularly if we could all squecsze into the
one Motel.

Homano's, who in the provious two yesrs made slow motion a virtue, excelled
themselves this year. A mess-up over rooms which should never happen wes
followed up by their refussl to let some resident club members and families
into the dining rooms for tables, The result was that some folk were still
cating aftur 10 p.m. and othurs wont e¢lsewhere for a meal.

Considering that sbout throe quarters of their asccommodation was teken up
by elub members, their almost 100% lsck of co-operation was astonishing."

The following is also o guote of a quoted extract from the N.S.W. R.R.0.C.
newsletters-

"McWilliame Wines have intimated that they propose holding a rally to their
vineyards in the Hunter Valley. The proposed run will consist of a two day
event, the date being February 24th-25th, 1962, It will be fully sponsored by
MoWilliams Wines, All expenses and =ccommodation will be paid by them, and
they will also provide prisus for the variousz evints, As this will be our
first sponsored run please give n great deal of thought to it."

What a2 delightful choice of date for the rally. “urgle gurgle.
Incidentally whilat H.R's are on tho menu, herc's another boner to come my
way and it emphasises what I was saying sbout misleading the unwary as thia
onc is on mn illustrated picturc-cord from a kiddies! confectionery. The
colourcd illustration isn't o bad onc as they go. On the reverse side the
following is printedi- Vintage Cars Ho. 30. 1919 Guy. Country of origin
Britain. The first British VB had many interesting fentures- it was fitted
with oil filters similar to those used todoy with romowable cloments. It
wis entirely lubrientod with oil- no greasc pointa wvhatever,"

-l - - - — — -
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The above boner completely disrcgards-earlicr legnl contonders, t— .
and therefors must be conaidercd the dizzy limit (B.E.B.)

AP.8. tﬂ the ReR.0aTahhs Nowsletter stotes :-

T learncd from Jim Cooper that someona in the last two days has .
broken into the baock giarden and stolen the mascot from his Silver:
Ghost in the garage, The use of o Spanner WaE NecessAry. Llub
mambors could help perhaps by taking note if o mascot is offered for
sale by any non-member or in auspieious circumstancea",

So take werning from the cbove ond keep = westher eye on your
Haros and Baglea.

“ Wnilst in the mood for guoting bits from other motoring clubs
newsletters, I noticed in the current Vintage Drivers! Club Ltd.
Newsletter which I was reading (not o complimuntary copy) that
thuy intond doing what I for yeers, have tricd to intereat our club
members in; including in the club calundor e date for & run ( tour)
in elub merbers' cors for the Spastic Cnildren. Tnis event wos to
be known ns the Capt. G.J. Smith-Clarke Memorial Tour, It is possible
that it was I who inspired the ides for their tour us, at a meoting
of the delegates to the Combined Vintage Car Clubz I proposed that
the Combined Vintage Cor Clubs should orgenisc such a tour at least
once a year, However I failed to commend cnough interest in this
suggestion among the other delogates, and if thc schemu was not
dropped vltogether, at leaat it wns ghelved,

In view of the mugmificent work on Iron Lungs by the late Cupt.
G.J. Smith-Clarke I feel chagrined that my iden for o tour had to be
dnraant until taken up by others, albeit balmed by tho mowladge
that there is ot least ong motoring club in the lend; the members
of whdch fire not 8o sclf-engrossed thet they scannot seo past the end
of their own nosa,

Terry Plummer dropped in at "Ajvista" the other dany locking for &
block and tackle he ecould burrow to enable him o ronove the engine
from the chassis of the 4 Litre (W.ﬁ-} Bentloy he recently brought
out from the U.K. (The Hon. Editor obligud with this equipnent.

It soems that to put it in Yonkee terme, he must hove been sold &
pup, as the engine requires a complets rocondition.

Terry is not alone among our nembers to be inflicted with
"atiff luck". The bun, I think, is taken by the Hon. Ed. Dave
Muirden complained during the trip to and from Albury that the
Wirmaculate Speed: Twunty" would not exeeed 3,500 rove in top gunr,
and as the engine of this car was reputod t¢ be er, immagulate, this
seaneg odd.

However, o fow days after our return to Malbournc he was tooctling

along Royal Parade when things suddenly started v happen in the

1 dopartment. Crrrash! Wadickly switehing of f the ignitiitn he
pulled the "Immaculate" in to the kierb., On investigeting the cause
of the stacento it was found that one of the eylinders contained
therein; only the top end of 2 commecting rod, complete with gudguon
pin, but not the slightest vestige of o piston nor rings could be
apen. Purther investigation uncovercd the fset that the hoed of the
exhsust valve of that cylinder was also missing.
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What had “appensd of course, was that the exhaust valve decapitated and
the orown of the piston on asconding had given the docapitated valve head
such n resounding blow on coming up to T.D.C. that it resulted in the piston
and rings oompletely disintegrating mnd frlling into the sump.

A.S. Brond, who wos oalled to the rescue, towed the "Immaculate" slong %o
68 Tope Ct. South Melbowme, ond so the work of repairing the damege
commenced. Eob, who is by no means a weskling, reports that to undo the big
end bolts he had to put a two foot long extension on the 18" tommy ber of
tho socket spanner! Another interesting thing is that the bores of "The
Immaoulate" were reputediy vastly oversized to 75 mm. to bring the engine
swept volume up to almest threo litres. A miorometer proved the bores to
be merely standard 73 mm plus .030". . The bore in No. 2 was cracked 30
this is being resleeved,

Byan < on jocks the Sp. 20 st+ill looks a winner, and Bob reports that
mbst visitors to Broad's workshop all ask sbout it, and must have a good
loblk., Such iz the fame of Alvia - even whon they are disembowelled,

Had n letter from Ne-= Routledge (Northern A.0.C.) recently in which
he mentions how much he enjoyed the visits of Bob and Ann Gunnell and also
Tesry Plummer. Ho reports that the modificatiome 4o his TA 21 are
progressing slowly but surely, and from his descriptions these should put
the TA into hie famone specisls class., Ha also mentions that owing to a
misundeystanding on somecne'a cart; the Northern Alvis Day has been post-
ponad to & later date. Ho points out tnat this reprieves us and the rest of
the contestants for the Intemintional Alvis troph. This gould be guite
true as Worm and Co, are no menn performers and we would be well advised to
tull our gookh up, THitw jis marehing on and thiz cluhbh hoo yot to choose dita
team, o 45 1t that we can't sven rake up a tean alser g8ll the effort of
¢reating the conteat in the fizst rlaeco 7

In "Cara for Sole" ads in the 4.0.C. Bulletin Wo, 94 (Club & Eitor
rufuse responsibility for accuracy) : " 1938 4.3 Sports salgon. Newly
resprayed. Good running opder. Twin carbys giving lively performance.
£120, W1l haggle."

¥Woll, that!s fur sumn. It's performence shonld be rzeally e oiting when
all the carbys are In situ, Heminds ne of the boner of thae ‘expert of
experts’ in FMloyd Clvmer, when he soye that the Alvin cars such as Spoed
Twentics, 259 and 4,38 werc avoilable either with 3 or 2 corbursitors. He
heg obvisualy got mived up with the Orey Lody models which hod two SUs,
but still he is e pposed to be the resl expect of all things automotive,
and there is o few yours batween & 1933 S5p, 20 aad the 1955 Grey Lady. Still,
to a Yank nothing Engliah is worth any resl offaort anyway.
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AL ¥YISTORY

Readers are adviszed thot the "Alvistory" for this issue is the Autoesr
read test of the Speed Twenty us attached elsevhere in this issue. These
reprints have been vary generously supplied by courtesy of G,"Ga;pt.' Edwin
Shipley, the Editor of the English Alvis Owner Club Bulletin. Later issues
will continue with the Feopt-wheel-drive series of "Alvlistory".
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OUR COVIR PICTURE.

This 12/50 beetleback which used to belong to Mare Pain
in Sydney, and is now owned by John MacNaughton, is re.uted
to be in fine fettle, Readers of "Alvibatics" will recall
that John recently rebuilt by hand the original honeycomb
tubes of the radiator.
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CARS FOR SALE

* 12/50 Four seater Toursr.

This black tourcr is in reasonable good fettle throughout
and has an excellent gear box and engine. This relizhle
vintage machinc, rsplete with vintage car chimecs is available
for £120 p.n.p. from Nocl Cossins, HoaSou St. Burnley,; who
has bought Basil Bowes' 5.G. 16.8% Silver Lagle.

* T4 14 Saloon.

This black saloon is in remarkably good order both bodily
and mechanically, having just becn rebored, stellited valves,
and other etgine work. Runs like o wateh, and is perhaps the
most comfortable Alvis in Helbourne. Sunshine roof works
eagily and without a lvak. Remarkably offered at £215. See
Bill Jackson, 7 Boromia St., Surrey Hills.

* SPEED TWENTY DROFHEAD COUFE "The Immnculote®.

« This fomed red SC Speed Twenty drophend is offered for sale
at £500. Has been mochanieally reconditioned throughout
including reboroe, new bearings, valves, guildes, tyres, radistor
windows,instruments, magnebto, generator, water pump, fabric
universals, interior woodwerk, brakes, front end, whoels re-
spoked, rewired, ncw voltage regulator and fuse box, new crown
whecl and pirion, now batteries,  Comcs with 211 original
tools. Has six wheel equipment, P 100s, unique and graceful
lines, ¢xeellent performance. Heos gonuine Bagle maseot. £300
spent in last fow months in roconditioning macheonies and body.
Paguiriea to Hon, Lditor, 16 Rix 3t. Glen Iris. »

¢ * AUSTIN 8 h.p. Tourcx.

s This very reliable and cecrnomicsl 2ittle car has been almost
completcly roconditioned mechanically zand hnz no deteetadls
faults, but bedy is rough., Body is sound but requircs certain
panel beating and pointing. A giit at £65. -8ee the Hon. &d,

* 12/50 Bectleback 3 soater.
This green sporte alvis is offered in excellent condition,
compléte with a truck load (absolutcly) of complete spares,
ineluding n complete 12/60 and 12/50 Tourer. £200. See the
Hom. Editor for fTurther details, !
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TABULATED DATA

CHARSIS T

Engine: Six cylinders eml  anil
maiivto wwmbion, pushorod  operged
overhend wilves ; Hhiee symichionized
l'-lburnd"rrn: 73 mm, b:r I iaems
“?h l'.’.'.;l'. artinl tax elter Irll.!llj'lr ¥
1, £15.

Gearbox: Four forward speeds with
synchronized engagement throughout :
cential control.  Riatics, 435 6,53 9.4
and 43310 1.

ATLS

PERFORMANCE

Speeds on Gears: Ts s, 80 m.opdus
third, 63 m.ph, ; u-c:rn:i. im p.L

Acceleration: From standaill thraugh
the pears o ) miph, 130 secs: 1o
M m.ph., 28 soca

Tapley Performance Figures : Maxi
i ll in lb. per ton on prachient,
top, {7f0L, ; thied, 240 Ib. ; second.
340 ik Correspunding  gradienis
climbable at u steady speed are | in
3, 1'in %4 and | in 6} respectively,
L

B [Thim

mpeec,

Peirol Consumption: 167 m
Bure i lucdes pents for mosim
niceeletiutinm, bk g, el it Brool-
lands track, )

Braking Efficiencies : By Tapley meter
using The pedal only, W per cent. from
al moph o M per cont, from 4 ok
Lorrssponding stopping distances ars
brom M mp.he, 1411 from 3 m b,
35 (b, 2 fywien 50 mogehe, 107 1.

DIMENSIONS, Eic

Leading Measurements = Wheelbaes
0 ke, 4 evw, o temcke, 4 it B e ; overnll
leogth, 15 0t 24 ime. @ waedth 513 Trom. 1
gronnd clearance, 7 i,

Weighe: As tested withiwe up, M ews,

Turning Circles: 4] | thameter n
vach directinmn.

Wheels and Tyres: 55 in tection
Dienlop tyres for 19 ine disetiees TS
on wire wheels,

Price: E700,

There is an

P mirat bl dlisnvtinbnns anil s eleratiien
praph ol Lhis wulstaniding sparts oar,

e bl i kpat witlidn easy reach of
the thriver,

Tini sprite of ihe 1 |.||:_'.|-‘|5 low mte of
U trunt spiring there i3 o tendoucy
towvards pliching, winlst ane b5 unalil
o detect any hocling tondency o
body and chossis' about e springy
when  cormeting iy, The  low

cenive of gravity has moch 't do wiilh
thds state of afbair Tha 'Iu-ur:; 1=

relatively  small weight as COTe s o
with that of the clmssts; and e
have cloarly boon mmde  to
heavy componenie, such as 1

amnd pearbox, as low os T

l.‘ll-.-dur:J,‘I Fipgures

bina i 0 il 6=
i i i weki], W |
[ (1) I i Lt i
i i Lk | BT i TR iy
il Lingg Wi sl i |
B Wl (I wmaliead (hat the
ORI TE] W BnowkEamde  wlioge R
Ll L bl - et was |-.|"..ij.l'
vy I Wialent application of

frodad prodoced a small amount af
minking, which, of coirse, cuts sdowy
ollickenicy apprecinbly, Leoiiel | theagh
the bmaking resolts are, thece is litle
bt but that they would e cvon
tetlar if the test had been made on a
dry surface.

The lines of the ¢ar are highly satis-
fying to the eve and vet it is an esseie
tially practical wehicle The driver
sitn close to the slightly mied ST,
and the door cutaways are safficient to
pive elbow room, but are not cut so
low that one is exposed to dranght.

Altogether, then, this Alvis medel is
an outstanding car. In worlittanship,
material, specification and  geperal
design there is little left o be desired,
and at its price of £700, roplote with
all venal aceessories, it is an excellont
value-for-money proposilion




VICTORIA

Club Roams, “Alyista,” 21 Edgar Street, Glen Iris, S.E.6, Victoria, Australia
Meatings at 8 p.m. on the Third Friday of every month.

ALL ALVIS OWNERS AND ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME !

Those wishing to become Members please forward

Entrance Fee: 10/- Annual Subscription: E2.2.0.
Country, Interstate and Overseas Annual Subscription: £1.1.0.
Please make cheques, etc. payable to ALVIS CAR CLUB, VICTORIA.

LE X2

The Club prides itself on its SPARE PARTS SERVICE which besides having
increasing stocks on hand also imports genuing new and secondhand Alvis
parts for Members at cost price.

The following Hems are usually kept in stock:—

Rubber Mounting Cones for Vintage Engines and Gear Boxes.

Simm's Vernier Couplings — complete.

Mew Water Offtakes also Rear Water Transfers.

Corrugated Driving Plates and Studs.

Hub Grease Caps (Cast Aluminium External Thread).

Mew 12/50 Radiator Caps.

Latest Type Alvis Valve Spring Compressor Tool.

Timing Gauges for all 6 Cylinder Engines.

Wiring Diagrams for most Pre-War Models

Service Data accumulating rapidly.

Electrical, Magneto, Speedo Repairs — 18 months’ Guarantee.
Club Car Badges: 30/-. Lapel Badges: 7/6.

Please make these cheques payable to A.C.C.Y. SPARES ACC.



