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~ This publication is the offieial nowslobter  nd journal of tho

Alvis Car Club, Victoria. It is printed in an edition of approx.
150 copiea by thce Hon. Zditor, and is issuud free of charge to Club
members. Contributions and lottors arcv always wcloomed.

ADFEIST GENERAL MERTING.

8 p.m., Priday, Auguat 18th, 1961 at tho Clubrooms, 21 Edgar St.

OUR COVER FPICTUHE

This unusually bodicd 12/40 boloags to Sydacysider, David Manson,
who is the Ssorctary of the Alvis Car Club, Australia, This particular
shot was taken during Octobuer, 1951 at the Pitt Tovm Airstrip, with
¥arg Pain driving tho anson 12/40. Thiz body has =incs been $alien

off and a morc sporting and attractive dusksback typc body put on.

A novel featurse of thies loaminatcd wood body is that thoe sparo whool

is not alung frem the contro of the wiosl at tho rear of tho tail as
shown on the ducksback on thoe baek covor of "Alvie", waieh rather
tends to erack tho t.:il and ovoatually broak it off. David has dovisod
a cunning whc.l slot undera.cth th. $ail and narallel with ths top
surfacc. '

NEXT EVENT !
Speoial HISTERY TOUR on Sundzy, 2Tth August. Scc later page.




JULY GEVERAL HEETLIG

Unfortunately, our Prosident Roy Hendorson was mot ablc to bo nresent
at the July Houting, so Vieo Prosident, Cliff Xaton took the Chaje for a
very short meeting.

We wero pleasod to wolcome somo n.w faces at tho mecting, The new
owncr of Zarry Shugg's TA 14 was proscat, as was T4 14 owner, 3ill
Jackson, who showed taosc arasent the ox-Fal car, nowly ovorhaulcd and
with most of the loose nutas and bolts ecte, tightoazd up.

Now Modibers this Wonth

Grakiam Martin, of Wangaratta, with a TA 21,
. Bill Jackson, of Surrcy Hills, wita a TA 14.

G e e o

Decura%a Tour Car:

CLU3 BADGES

A now bate: of those is available at 4o usual priec of 30/- cach.
They are a colourrul and tasteful assct to any Club car. Thoy are
stockod at the Clubrooms and ap. dvailable at Club Houtings or from Basil
Bowes at othor times. Cheques payable to A4.C.C.V. » With Exechange and
postago added whers applicable. (1/- Postasc.)

Also available arc Alvis lancl Badzes at 7/6 cash.

R e e e e

Odd Parts for Sali;

ALVIS SPARSS

The followins parts arc brand now and availadble ai any timc from the
Sparcs Scovico. Other parts, as usual, arc availablc by saceial order:

for Vintazc cars:

12/50 Bronz: Wator Transfcr Ports (roar) - - 1/6 caen,

12/50 Aluminium Front Wator Offtake (t03) - 15/- ca.

Vintage Bnginc and Goarbox Conical lounting Bubbors .. 3/ oa.
12/50 Shaekl. Bushces (Hylon) . 6 — 3/ oa.-

12/50 Spark Plugs (TiB 60 or D 8) - 1/6 caei.

12.50 Simms Couplings (front half) - 2/6 ca.

lafgﬂ Hadiator llounting ruhber bushos .- 6d. vach.

for Post-Vintaszc Cars

- Corrugatcd Drive Plates and Studs. P.0.A.
Hub Greaso Caps (Left and Right Hand) P.O.A. -
Timing Gauges for all 6 eyl. cara (inel. “proe Litres).
Spusd Twonty and 33 Litrc Radiotor Caps.(cxternal coarsy- thread).
Rubbor Goar Luver Hoods for all-syachro box — A/—- cach.
(can bo used if nucdod om TA 14 and Thres Litres)

for all Hodcls: .
Speedy and guarantocd cluctrieal runairs of all sorts. Also
=ngins parts for post-war sars.




MYSTERY TOUR AUC 27tk

The "Mystery Tour" has been designed as an enjoyable afternoon's
motoring on the less frequented roads of the area North and North-east
of Melbourne.

It will finish with a "Barbecue" under cover, at a hotel which is
approxinately one hour's run from the centre of the city. The trip
covers & distence of 100 - 110 miles through very pleasant country. The
roads, with the exception of about one and & half miles which are under
re-construction, are first class bitumen.

Included in this event will be one or two unusual sub-events of a
decidedly "vintage" nature, but basically the tour will be, we hope, an
enjoyable trip on good roads that can be made intc a pleasant family outing.

The details of the event are as follows:-

START:

The Starting-point will be opposite the Golden Fleece Service Station which is
between the TA4 entrance and the ANA entrance to Bssendon Airport. The event
will start at 1.00 p.n. sharp and points will be lost for late arrival.

HAP:

The map required is "Broadbents' 100 miles around Melbourne". (iny edition)
ENTRANCE FEE:

The entrance fee is 6/- per car.

DINHER:

in evening meal will be provided 2t an oxcellent hotel, the proprietor of
which has offered us a private roon. The charge for the meal will be 7/6
per head for the basic meal. Extras such as entree and soup are 2 small
additicnal charge.

WHEN :
The start is at 1.00 p.n. sharp on Sunday dugust 27th.

ANMUAL DINMNER DANCE

A fully-organized Annual Dinne: Dance is to be held in October this year,
The tentative date given by the Social Secretary is Thursday, October 26th.
The estimated cost is approximately £2 per head, but this depends on the
number of people who attend. The greater the number the cheaper per person.

The venue will probably be the "Bambolina" near the cormer of Glenferrie
and Wattletree Ronds, There will be no parking worries, The organizer's
worry is that a minioum number of 50 people is absolutely necessary. If
we don't get the required 50 we may not be able to have a Dinner Dance.
Therefore please keep this date free and try, where possible, to bring =
pertner. Purther details at the next meeting and from the Social Secretary.



JOTTINGS

B* A smoke signal from thc 0ld Country tells us that the TD 21,
regcently acquired by the Duke of Edinburgh is probably a roally
hand-milt car and not just an ordinary TD. It is rumourecd that
it kas a fow inchos morc head room tlhat tho stundard model,
amongst othor things. It is not cloar whother tho loftincas is
for thc Duko's jop hat or so thc roof clcars the erown when he
takes the wife out for a2 spin. Or is it a slight casc of 'unoasy
lios tho hvad . . . '? '

Unusual 12/70:

&* South Australian mcmber. John Murray, of TA 14 and Spced 25
famo, has boen rebuilding a 12/70 ho roeomtly zequired. We have
heard muttorings for somo timc sbout this car, which was originally
a2 Tourer. John, a Consulting Engincer, has donc soms roal ground—
work. on this job, and bas put up 2 good show. The Scerctary and
H2a. I or were priviloged io inspeet this ecar a fow Sundays ago,
and can rcport that o motieulous job hasz beon done. It is a littlo
unusual as 12/708 go, beeauso it has beon converted into ~ TA 14
vhaorever possiblo. The scuitlc has becn altored into TA 14 stylo
with the firewall full k- %t in front of the battery. The dash
is o completc 14 replica, as is tho stcoring whecl and centre.

An extonaive coursc in body stroengthening has boon undortaken and
speeial braccs built in under the scuttle to stop sway. The lamp
bar at% the front takus carc of the ghoractoristic TA 14 wing wobble
and & renewed and strongthened boot, 1id and spare wheol carrior
not to -mention roar bumpor makcas the whole aar A vory solid onc,
The body does not move at z2ll cven over rcally rough roads.

The roof iz rather odd in a way. Thc soft top has boon disponsed
with an’ -~ Armstrong Whitloy roof * ‘3 boon suitably cut down and
rivetod to form a covering over thu rear 2eats, while a retraect--
able duck covering over the front scats makos posaiblc a ncat
Touring coupc—de-ville position for thosc sunny doys. Definitoly
1 note-worthy effort in robuilding what might bc called a "wrock".

Work proccuds on "The Immaculato™

b** Following the rebore of the BEditorial Sp. 20, it was discovercd
that tho head was very badly damaged 204 would require a complete
overbaul involving now valves, guides, scats. The soats ecan bo
built up here by Thompsun, but ho quotod about £35 to do it. Ty
Editor is owaiting advice from the Factory rogarding a new hcad
completc with valves and guides. :

Ho thought thot he had the answer whon he reealled the Tyenty
Creosted Eaglc of Via Drough's but further investigation roveoaled
that the ports w ¢ cuite Aifferent and csuld not bo guitably
adapted to thoe Spoed Twonty manifolds. This moans that therc is
no cheap way out,and cheapest way out at prescnt is about £75.

‘Albert Broad rcports that thu roburcd ongine apart from tho
head ‘is in very good order now, and the now cam followers have
completed the job - who —wer laat repaired the engine forgot to put
the 0il holes that feed the camshaft cud followers, into tho _paper
gaaket botwoon block and crankease, so thesc have been starved of
oil for somc thousands of milcs, and have requircd replacenmcnt.




JOTTINGS

The SG rolls againl!

bad

Noel Cossins has made considerable progress on the ex-Bowes SG Silver
Eagle Saloon. Following the reassembly of the engine with all its new
parts, the car was towed away from the Clubrooms and it was not long
before it rolled back under its owm stoam. Noel's father, apparently
a wigard at automotive electrical overhaul, rewired the car and amised
himself tuning the triple SUs. The net rosult is that the car rums
very sweetly, although with the customary overhead clatter. Hoel hasa
had new running boards made and rubder coated and this improves ths car
no end. Hext job, we believe, 18 a fibreglass sunshine roof and a new
boot and rear bumper.

A+ the moment, Woel has gone off in the car to the Skiing Championships.
Bit too cold for most of us, but apparently not for the car.

Flusive Rattle Found:

* ¥

'Bat-a~tat-tat. Rat-a-tat-tatl’ Don't worry, it's all right. That
is the =mound of the Bowcsmobile (TA 21) idling when hot. Sounds quite
dreadful, but actually it isn't harmful. What's more it's definitcly
not in the engine — that is proved %o be whisper guiet.

The othur day, cveryonc at Broads pounced on the Threc Litre,
detormined, we suppose, to eatech the elusive knock unawarcs. Four men
pored over the front of the car trying to cateh it. Ssys one "I% comes
from here". Says another, "No, it can't, it comes from up the front
here." Says yet another; "Be blowed, it's down under here". "Well,
you're all wrong - iis goming from the top herel™, says the fourth.

Tyis weat an for somc time, and then the forty odd noiscs round the
workshop all sccmed to come from +the front of the car. Says numbor
four insistontly — "I kesp telling you, it comes from the front cross—
memborl! "Byt how could it?"the other three replied. "They havon't
attoched anything to the cross nember that could rattlel”

Qut of playfullness, number four gives the front cross member gives
2 sharP blow with a hammor. Silcncc. More gilence. The cenginc
kept ticking over as before, but no npat-a-tat-tat".

It's still not known what it is or was that caused tho noise, but
it gocms to have gone,although Bas reports that it can just be heard
at speoed.

Tr'ip 1o U.EK.

#* J}o sooner does Flummsr come back from England than Sy Ramsay decides

4o trek off in that dircction himsclf. He sailed in the "Fairsky" last
wock, and we presumc that he will be visiting the F.ctory in dus coursc.
Secms 4o be guite the fashion for Australian Alvista to make pilgrinages
to the land of origin thesce days. Even the BEditor is making tentative
plms for making the trip in just over a yvear's time.

ALVISTORY ROAD TEST

This month the attached reprint concerning the Spoed Tyentyfive Alvis
makes up the Alvistory. Don't worry though, the FWD Serics iz still
in progress and will be contimied shortly. The reprinis arc by the
courtesy of G/Capt Shipley of the Alvis Owmer Club.



lember lozt in =now.

Dr. Peter Graham writes that he and Mrs. Graham are now both fine
and have very little remaining disability from their recent ordeal at
Mt. Kosciusko. This is very good newa. Being lost, foodless and
cooped up in a hole in the snow for 4 days, can hardly be enjoyabls.

Blown hoses in TC 21:

*¥  QCraeme Quinn reports blowing both top and bottom radiator hoses
on his TC 21. We remember him losing great guantities of water on the
Interstate Rally. He says that the pressure valve in the overflow
checks 0K, so the burst hoses don'i guite figure. Perhaps it's just
a case of old age.

Broken Three Litre Shaft:

#* Dr. Gove, in Adelaide, had the misfortune to break the crankshaft

of his Three Litre. We wonder if it was a cast shaft as was Cid Lehner's

Then, of courae, there was Ir. I. Omith's with-the same complaint,

though we understand this broke when they tried to straighten a bend.
This recalls Graeme fQuinn's story that his TC shaft was alleged to

be 4 thou. bent when it was pulled down for a regrind and new shells.

Speed Twenly Head Gasketa:

#* TWork on the Editorial Sp. 20 has shown that owners of 20 h.p. Alvis
gars should beware when buying head gaskets. The Payen gaskets on
sale here in Helbourne appear to be really a 16.95 one as the holes
for the bores prove to be less than 73 mm, and therefore protrude into
the combustion chamber with consequential detrimental results. Barry
Gough found this trouble, first confusing the issuc by assuming that
the pistons were too high and thus chopped tho gaskst about. But,
obviously the gasket had to be overlapping the bore o be touched at
all. ‘The BEd. has had two speoial gaskcts made with the correct bore
allowed for. If the owners of such enginced cars wish, thce Sparea
Service is propared to place a quantity order for head gaskets of the
correet dimensions. Which do you prefer ? Sglid copper as in the
Three Litre,; or the usual coppur-asbestos type 7

Twonty Horsepower head parts:

#*% Alvis Limitod quoted this week for thc following 1tem3n
19.82 valves (KE 965) at 17/6 each.
-1 yalye guides at 12/6 each. All prices sterling.
" cam followers at 8/6 each.

Le=x Lee's Front Wheoel Dpive:

**  JYow that the magneto has becn reconditioned; Les Les's FRD

should be about ready for its tryout on the road. This car has had

much hard work done on it and has boen completely rcbuilt mechanie-

ally. Among other things, the water—pump caused many hoadaches bafore

boing mastered, and the brilliant designing and fabricating of the

front inboard dise brakes and all that goes with thom, is a very credit-
able undertaking to say the luast. We are all rather grecn with

anvy, first because Les ownes a F.W.D. at 211, and secondly, because of

his ability and ingenuity in restoring it.




BAS BOWES SPRAES.

During the 40 or sc years that I have been a devout reader of every
motoring journal and article I could lay my hands on, I have occasionally
come neross mis-statement of facts or boners. The writers of such articles,
being human, have erred. Such mistakes mey mislead the unwary, who, having “en
seen the ris-statement in print, accept it as gospel. This is unfortunate
but true, and often leads to heated arguments.

. Whilst perusing the May edition of the Alvie Register Circular my eyebrows
arched somewhat when I read under the title of "Alvis History", I quote:-
"Browsing through 'Lost Causes of Motoring'! by Lord Montagu (Cassell 31/-)
we found some bits of Alvis history which we had not heard before. One
concerned the Burney Streamline car which was designed by Sir Dennis
Burney in 1928 - he was the designer of the airship R100. The experimental
car was made in the cormer of a hangar at Howden, and consisted of an
Alvis 14/75 F.W.D. chassis turned back to front. The steering was welded
up and a normal steering axle fitted at what veed to be the back-end, in
place of the dead rear axle. Presumably the diff, unit was turned around
to make the rear-engined car travel in the righi direction" end of quote.
Bow remarkably clever of Sir Dennis. Turning a2 nonexistent 14,75 F.W.D.
chassis end for end in the first place, and then, as FWD's had four-wheel
independent suspension, he fitied a2 normal steering axle at what had been
the back-end, in place of the dend rear axle. Wonders will never cease.

Allowance must be afforded the author of "lost Causes of Motoring" who, I
presume, is not deemed an Llvis expert. But how come the editor of the
Cirecular did not make corments, or is it that I am wrong and that there
actually was an Alvis 14/75 F.W.D. with a dead rear axle, as in all faimess
%0 the quote it does siate 14/75 F.W.D. and not 14,75 F.W.D.

Alvis Ltd. state that the F.¥W.D. models were as followsi=
4 cylinder- Ph., FD,, FE.,12/50, and the 8 cylinder FA. 8/15. Years of
manmufacture were 1928-9. Strangely enough, in my mind's eye, I recall
seeing sketches of an Alvis F.W.D. in an English motoring journmal of the . -
1920's "illustrating its chassis' woo .den side members, (the artist had gone
to0 the trouble of sketchi in the grain of the boulks of timber, and they
were beulks 2bout 3" by 9") and I feel certain a 14 HP engine ¢ was
meniioned in connection with Alvis F.W.D. at this or some other time. This
quite easily could hove been the sketch of a prototype.

By the way, for those who do not already kmow, the Burney Streamliner
was a rear-engined straight 8 car, also Crossley made a smaller versiom,
under licence, fitted with a 6 cylinder Crossley engine, which gave this car
a top speed of 72 m.p.h., vhilst the samc sized engined orthodox Crossley
had & top speed of 68 m.p.h.

Reverting to the Circular quote of interesting extracts in "Lost Causes
of Motoring", I again quote:

"Mhe other concerns the origin of .the 10/30. t appears that Capt.
D.M.EK. Marendaz, on demobilisation, joined T.G. John at an engineering
firm in Coventry. Marendaz,ihcough a brother officer, kmew G.F.H.
de Freville, who had acguired tne designs of a & cylinder 1,500 c.c.
side valve engine of sporting potentielities, and it was Marendaz who
persuaded John to lay down 50 of these engines, which were, of course,
the 10/30 unit. Well, who did design the engine “. Fnd of quote.



_ (Wote: Marendaz Specials were side valve engined cars with quite
remarkable perfomce._]

Whilst on the subject of boners, although not an Alvis one, I
think you will agree that this is a boner to end all boners. Sy
Ramsay dropped in at "Alvista" the other day and while I carried on
with a spot of club work he read a Yankee motoring journal he had
Just purchased. ZEvery now and then he interrupted my train of thought
with such questions as, "What car is that?", showing me one of the
photos in the book, or, "Have you ever heard of a -?", Somehow or
other I had, and also gave the right answers to the photo questions.
Showing me quite a large photo he asked me what sort of car it was.
“Why & 6HP Darracq, "Genevieve" of-course". "Well read what goes
with 1t" he replied. 4s I read the blurb, incidentally it was
written by a Yank who claims to be a motoring authority and turms
out various motoring megszines by the score.

Unfortunately I haven't the tripe at hand, and therefore cannot
quote; but under the large, boldly printed heading "Spykker", and
above the already mentioned photo of "Cenevieve" although there was
no caption to the photo mentioning that name, nor 6HP Darracq, the
gist of the blurb was:-

"This car was the star of a motism picture, but Spykker cars did

not derive any benefit in spite of the success of the film, and

their sales failed to increase".
Yankee twaddle superbs, Shades of Barmum and Bailey.

I really must record for the benmefit of non-readers of the Melbourne
"Age" (3.7.61) as I feel that, like the famous slogan of KE.L.R, (it's)
"too good to miss". In "News of the Day" under the sub-title "Swaggy"
I quotes-

"The last of the swaggies isn't dead yet. Several people have

told us they have seen hin humping his way around the suburbs,

The last sighting was at Preston. It seems that he a fair chance

of survival even in the jungle law of Victoria's road traffic,

His cluothes are decorated with luminous tape, and he has a bicycle

tail lamp sewn onto the seat of his trousers",

How about humping your bluey and come a-waltzing matilda with me, I
mean him?

Speaking of the jungle law of Victoria's road traffic reminds me
I read that Melbourne now has over half a million motorcars. That's
not a bad effort for a population of just over one and a half
million people, and the experts say that our city should have a
million cars by 1970. I do not think "jungle law" really applies to
the rest of Victoria's traffic, but it nost certainly does apply to
Helbourne's metropolitan traffic. What with trying to dodge potholes
(craters), and keeping an eagle eye out for the louts of the road,
I mst agree that driving along the roads of and around Melbourne, is
not exactly a happy passtime,



BAS BOWES SPEAKS

David Bamford reports his SB Sp 20 is coming along nicely, he is ~
ghcut to replace the wheel driving plates and studs.

Bruce Czynski says that prior to the Honey-moon trip his Silver Crest
dropped another valve. Could this be yet another exanple of the
effects of not fitting genuine K.E. valves?

David Goyder says the gearbox of his T.C. 19.82 Silver Eagle did
not suffer as much damage from its lack of lubricant as was first
thought. Another combined lst/2nd layshaft gear will fix things upe

Max Ilbery's Silver Crest is also slowly but surely drawing closer
to the groat day. At the moment things are slightly held up owing
4o Alvis Ltd. sending mountings only for one end of the ongine
instead of both c¢nds.

Bosides having A.S. Broad give his 5C Specd Twonty cngine the real
works, the Hon. Bd. talks of having him do likewise to omse of his
many 12/50 engines (spare) so that he can drop 1% into his bootle-
back when the unit at presont in situ expires. In the meantime he
is keeping his fingers crosscd hoping the 12/50 remains mobile long
onough. Runs thu Austin B most of the timo now! Says it's much
more reliable.

According to Jottings there has been guito a spate of Three Litre
crankshaft breakages lately. I don't guitc understand how a solid

7 bearing shaft can bend. Fang it 211, there's only a whisper of
whitc—metal in Varndervell bearings, and even if they ran, therc
would surely noct be ernough play to 2llow such a robuat shaft to bend
partiocularly the oarlier Threc Litre cast shaft. If this ocan
happen, well heaven help the 4 bearing shafta as fitted to zlmost all
other 6 cyl. engincs, and 1 shuddor to think of what took place in
the 3 bearing shafts which were so prevalent of yore.

Whilst on bent shafis, A.S. Broad tclls me that thoy had a Ford
Zephyr enginc come in for rccondition which proved to have a bent
shaft. At the owner's risk, Albert tried straightening it on the
hydraulic press, and to overyone's utter amagement it sprang
absolutely truc.

Hayen't heard from the Hon. Presidont why his TB 19.82 Silver Eagle
wasn't ticking %o enable him io attend the last mecting. Nothing
serious, I hope. Probably in the goarbox.

Derck Holyoaks's Firefly should socn be in the rumning. The works
are OK, haviag just boen rehored. The troubls is with the body,
mainly mudguards, I understand.

Sy Ramsay got away all right for foreign climes. Should be a nice
trip as shec was bound north via Singapore, instead of tho usual route
West via the Bight.

He cxpects to be back around the New Ycar, so allowing two months
travelling timc, he should have 3 months to look—scc all in U.K.

Alan CGreenlees should have fittod tho fixed hoadlamp refloctors
kindly supplied by John Murray to his TA 14. These will cnablc him
+o convert to double filament globes. I had them regilvered by
Colonial lamp, so thcy should be A 1.
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CARS FOR SALE

TA 14
1950 Model, body rough, mechanically good. £120 or will

listen to reason. Contact: Ray MoDonald, 102 Dank St., Albert
Park.
MERCEDES .
1934 Model, with many features, ineluding 4 wheel
1ndapendant.3uspansian. Approx. £60. Contact: Ted Hazlett,

HﬂIﬂan St .y
: Mt. Waverley.
mSTm B h-P+

1947 Mpdel. Full and exesllent runaing order.
Mechanically first-class, but body needs attentiocn, although sound.
This little car is an economieal little vehicle and would provide
ideal reliable transport for a student or impzcunious Alvis owner
who wanted a second hack car. A gift at 265,

ALVIS 12/50.

1926 TE Beetleback 3 seater in very good order. Large
number of items overhauled recently. Comes with a huge pile of
spares, including a complete 12/60 and 12/50 Four seater Tourer.
The lot for £200, or will hagele for ecar alone.

ALVIS SPEED TWENTY DROPHEAD

1935 Hodel, "The Immaculate™. SC Spead
Twenty, with the most delightful lines ever invented by the Company.
Carnation Red baked enamel finish. Just been completely overhauled
in engine department ineluding rebore, new head, valves, big onds ote.
New radiator complete rocently installed as has been differential,
brakes, eleciries, windows, instruments, tyres cte. Comes with
original tools, Eagle mascot, P 100s., 6 whcel equipment ote.
£500. £300 spent in last fow months on mechanics,

For the above thrze cars contact: David Euirden,

16 Rix St., CGlen Iris,
ALVIS 12{55.

1926 lodel, TE Four—scater Tourer. Black finish in v.
good order. Cood fottle throughout with good sngino and gearbox.
Reliablc and economical. With vintage car chimes. £120 or necar
offar. Contact:

Hocl Cossina,
Hanton S5t. Burnley.

TA 14.
1950 Model Black Saloon. Thia car is in good ordor both

bodily and mcch nieally and has Juat been rebored, ineluding stellitod
valves, This engine is a real beauty and runs like a watch. The
interior is partiocularly comfortablec and the sunshine roof works
perfectly. This car is currently on off=r at £215, which is a
roaaonable price. Contaot: P11l Jaskeon,

T Bﬂrﬂﬂiﬂ. Bt-,
Surrey Hills,
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Auto Attraction

Experiences with the Alvis Speed 25

By Oliver Stewart

ERFORMANCE is a useful measure
of motorcars; bot as has become
increasingly obvious doring  recent
years, other things besides performance
exert an infloence npon the owoer of a
car and help to determine whether he
will like that car or not. It is with the
object of trying to seek out and pin
down these other things that 1 propose
to discuss the Alvis Speed 25, which 1
have been using recently and with
which I have so far done a full running
in period of about 7,000 miles
In The Motor of September 13 there
appeared a road test report of this
model, showing a top spesd of B6.5
m.p.h., an acceleration from 0 to 50
m.p.h. in 10.4 secs. and a 35-ft. stop
from 30 m.p.h. T shall take that report
as read and proceed to Jook for the
other reasons which have caosed me
personally to like this motorcar better
than [ have owned—except one.

Driver’s Considerations

Let it be clear that only the driver
is being considered, and then let the
quE‘Et:i‘JI:l e put as to how he savours
the differences—apart from those which
are indicated by speed-recording in-
struments and the hke—between ore
car and another, Obwviously his closest
contact with the car is throagh his
hands and., conscquently, importance
must attach to the steering and gear
changing. The steering of the Alvis
Speed 25 does comhine in a notable

degree high gearing and low eflort

This combination is an ideal fre-
quently enunciated but rarely attained
—and no wonder, for the two things
are to some extent mutually exclusive.
But there are half a dozen motorcars
I could name which have this high-
geared sieering and a wheel capahle of
being manipulated at low road speeds
without much effort,

At high road speeds the steering re-
quirements change. There is no trouble
about efiort, almost any steering is
light epough at over 70 m.p.h. But
still the car is sending up through the
steering wheel to the driver's hands
messages which may be sympathetic or
not. What makes them sympathetsc?

At high speeds the steering which
wins approval is the one that looks after
itself, that remains steady and does not
kick. That means that the entire chassis
design comes into play; for the problem
has now swung over from one of lever-
age to one of stability. The car must
be stable so that at speed it seems to
be docile. Again the Alvis, perhaps
partly because of the independent front-
springing, meets the requirement.

It iz stable and it sits down resolutely
at the highest speeds to which it can be

wound wup on appropriate road
stretches. In fact, there iz no
* steering " to be done when the car

gets guing and the steering wheel
merely suggests the contineance of full
control A voung ditch can be tra-

Motor

“The Alviz 25
sits down resc-
lurely L3
low buily

and the I.5
litres will do all
that | require.”

does combina

“The stesring
in 2 nowable degree high pearing

and low effort an ideal trequently
enunciated but rarely attained.”

The gearbox is all-synchromesh,

all-Alvis .. . You can feel the gears

going in yet you cannot make in-
appropriate noises.’”

ch



** Among those trustworthy and silent vehides of to-day, [ am cerzinly
ready to accord first place to my present Alvis.”

versed and—again owing to the front-
wheel moonting—no shock felt on the
hands. _

After the steering wheel, the gear
lever, which again sends its message
through the hand of the driver. It 1=
an all-syochromesh, all-Alvis and all-
the-rest-of-it gearbox. If it 5 ashed
why it should be prefesred to pearboxes
which are, as it were, mpre unoblrusive
and more remote in their workings, |
would say that the rrason is that,
although I have outlived the desire to
use skifl in changing gear, and although
I detest poing through an  elaborate
ritual in order to move up or down one,
I still like to know that I amr changing
gear and to feel some sort of mechanical
event immediately following the gear.
lever movement.

Now this car's gearbox, which has an
impressive series of patent specification
nombers behind it—rather like the
decorations of the successful public man
—does eliminate the use of skill and
at the same (ime permit the dover to
know and to feel what be is doing.
Yoo can feel the gears going in on the
lever with this box, wet vou cannot
make inappropriate noises. You can-
not even crunch in when absent-
mindedly getting away from a stand-
=till.

Foot Control

Mow let us tum from the bands to
the feet. The clutch pedal says some.
thing to the driver every time he uses
it. The remarks will seem pleasant il
they are soft spoken and this clutch is
that. The brake pedal does not, I think,
do a great deal towards making one
like or dislike a car. [If the hrakes pull
to ope side or the other they will annoy,
bat the stoppability of “brakes—valu-
able in emergency—is oot one of the
ordinary matters of motoring which adi
or detact from a car’s appeal

i

Obwiously the pedal muost not want an
clephantine effort in application; but
otherwise it can do little to atiract o;
repel,

some people are wvery pernickety
about accelerator pedal pressures; bat |
doubt if the difference between the
mist perfectly adjusted and balanced
pedal and the worst, is going to affect
to any large extent the car's owner-
appeal.

Generalities

We may now reach from the particu-
lar to the general, There is the general
sealing arrangement, and the peneral
appearance of the wvehicle. The Alvis
Speed 25 is low built and, although |
have dedved a good deal of comfort
from swaying and swimming along in
high-built  bridge-scraper  American
saloons, 1 still think that the greatest
attraction comes from low build.

Low build is not only good for
stability, on account of the low centre
of gravity, hut also good for owner-
appeal on account of the increased con-
fidence and increased control which low
boild seems to give. It is also indubat-
ably true that the Alviz froot iz one of
the handsomest fronts of all and that

its excellence is contributed to by the

lowness of the line.

Sit in the Alvis Speed 25 and you are
ready to believe that it would be im-
possible to turn it over—a belief which,
however illusory, is extraordinarily
satisfying. And | must mention the
absence of mascot. The flat, nnadomed
radiator cap which—wonder of wonders
—eally is a radiator cap, appeals to my
eye more than all the silver sylphs,
peculiar penmants or weind wings.

It seems to be necessary still to men-
tion the engine. 1 like it becapse it
pulls its capacity. Tt is of only just
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mver 3.5 htres; but they are all work-
ing litres. They all do their bit, and it
is a considerable bit. There is nothing
more futile than carrying aboat in front
of anc lots of cubic centimetres which
are idling nearly all the time. For my
purpeses, 3.5 litres will do what 1 want,
1 have locked at the bigger-engined
Alvis, bot ! am satisfied with this one,
And this engine has a most charming
movement between abouat 2,000 r.p.m.
and 3,500 r.p.m, [t is also to be remem-
bered that this pew Alvis is quoiet and
smooth, indispensable adjuncts to the
present-day sports car,

And now for some adverse criticisms,
The hand 1gnition lever, which must be
waed & Jot, makes a noise like a discon-
tented corncrake.  As the rest of the
car, including engine and grarbox, s
almost mandible in this model, thers o
no reason for the minnow parts to mak-
a whale of a aoise. The windscreen
wiper i5 also too noisy, and I object to
having a vast blob of ** works '° hung
on top of the windscreen.  Some of the
instruments are difficalt to read. When
the car is getting up around the eighties
it is disconcerting to have to dive down
somewhere under the dash in order to
note the exact revolotions rate of the
engine. Bat none of these things is of
the kind that makes enemies or spoils
a car's attraction.

Indexed Attractions

It would be an advantage to all who
deal in motorcars if there were to be an
index of attraction against which all
models could be listed. Buot it would
be extraordinarily difficult to find the
right place in the index for each vehicle.
Mot only does each person want a dif-
ferent thing; but the same person may
be attracted by different things.

1 said that T liked the Alviz Speed 25
second best among all the cars | have
owned. The car which came first was
one whose name I will not give. It was
a car in which | never did a hondred
miles without trouble. I spent my life
eocased in a layer of oil and grease, my
pockets holging spanners. The car had
a third gear (and by this those of the
inner circle will be able to recognize it)
which made a noise like a gargantman
dentist's drill , . . but we—of the inner
circle—with a nicety of phrase hardly
to he improved on, said that it was a
* ginging " third.

T can say that I have never had so
much trouble as T had with that car. 1
never knew that any car could give so
much trouhle. Yet tronblesome cars,
like tronblesome women, sometimes
exert an attraction more potent than
the ones that never give any trouble at
all. And that amazingly weyward, un-
trustworthy, noisy, smelly car will
always keep first place in my affections,
And the trustworthy, silent, smooth
vehicles of to-day can never displace it.
But among those trustworthy and sileat
vehicles of to-day I am certainly ready
to accord first place 1o my present
Alvis,






VICTORIA

Club Rooms, ""Abvista,” 21 Edgar Strést, Glen Iris, S.E.&, Victoria, Australia
Meztings at 8 p.m. on the Third Friday of every month.

ALL ALVIS OWNERS AND ENTHUSIASTS WELCOME!

Those wishing to become Members please forward
Entrance Fee: 10/- Annual Subscription: £2.2.0.
Country, Interstate and Overseas Annual Subscription: £1.1.0.
Please make cheques, etc. payable to ALVIS CAR CLUB, VICTORIA.

LA ]

The Club prides itself on its SPARE PARTS SERVICE which besides having
increasing stocks on hand also imports genuine new and secondhand Alvis
parts for Members at cost price.

The following items are ususlly kept in stock:—

Rubber Mounting Cones for Vintage Engines and Gear Boxes.

Simm's Vernier Couplings — complete.

Mew Water Offtakes also Rear Water Transfers.

Corrugated Driving Plates and Studs.

Hub Grease Caps (Cast Aluminium External Thread).

New 12/50 Radiator Caps.

Latest Type Alvis Valve Spring Compressor Tool.

Timing Gauges for all & Cylinder Engines.

Wiring Diagrams for most Pre-War Models.

Service Data accumulating rapidly.

Electrical, Magneto, Speedo Repairs — 18 months’ Guarantee.
Club Car Badges: 30/-. Lapel Badges: 7/6.

Please make these cheques payable to A.C.C.V. SPARES ACC.
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