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SECHETARY'S HNOTES:

* Through the good offices of the Service Department of Alvis Limited, wo
are fortunate to be able to continue our Service Data Shects. The Works
have supplied us with a number of new Data Sheots of particular interest to
owners of TA 14 and Threc Litrc cars, and tho Service Department have
rromised to make notes on procedures thoy cncountor when various probloms
arise in their workshops. The first of thesc serviee hints havo Jjust boen
received , and will be printed in "Alvie" shortly.

* Furthor to this mattor, I have also rcocived an cxploded diagram of the
BTH JD 6 Magnoto-Distributor, and a pamphlet cXplaining many mattors about
these unita. Mombers who, like mysolf, have found trouble with tho magnctos
will be pleased to learnm that their intricacics ean be mede intelligible

by roferencc to this information. They are availablo from me whonover thoy
are required. It may be possible to reprint the twxt of the pamphlet in a
lator "Alvie".

* Mombors arc reninded that the Sparcs Scrviec is still functioning, with
its headguarters at the Clubrooms. Basil Bowes is still the Sparos Begistrar
and Basil has stated that this sphoro of Club activitics will becomc of much
groater importancc with the closurc of the last Australian Alvis agonts ,
Devon Mptors. Uafortunately, the Sparcs Scrvicc is a non-profit concern,
so that the Scrvice was not able to offer to takc over any of Dovon HMotors
stock of TA 14 and Throc Litre parts. If mombors usoed the Spares Serviec
more, roscrves could be bulilt up te proeurc thosc parts whonover thoy

bocome available. The Sydncy boys have raiscd £100 between them to buy some
of Devon's stock. We would be wisc to move in the samc manncer if we can.



The Annual General Mceting, 1952.

The October meeting was the occasion of the Annual CGeneral
Keeting, and surprisingly a large number of people attended. Cne
ofthe stranger paradoxes of a democratic society is that everyone
hates to vore. Y =

The meeting was chaired by David Bamford in the abscence of
Terry Plummer, who was reputed to be drinking free grog at an
association dinner in the. city. The election of the-1963 commitee
was a simple affair, as there was omly one nomination for each
position. THe commitee for the next year is as follows;

_Hon. President, ¢ David Bamford

"Hon., Vice President -  David Caldwell ‘—
Hon, Secretary David Muirden

Hon., Treasurer Andy Hannam

Hon., Social Secretary John Larsen
- Club Captain Alister Cannon

Hon. Editor : David Bamford

Scribe ' Graeme Quinn.

The surprise of the meeting was undoubtedly the fact  that Basil
Bowes did not offer for re-election. 'This would be the first time
in quite a few years that Basil has not been on the commitee of
this club. A gesture of appreciation ofhis work was extended to
Basil by the members, but thereare few who have any idea of the
amount of work thst he has put into the club along with money,
time and somany unseen and untold things.

Our new Secretary, David ¥uirden, can, unfortunately only
occupy this office until the end of the year. If any member feels
that he -or she would like to fill in this wvacaney, could you
please let David know. I am certain that he would appreciate it.

%G‘te DEEtt ¢ ' g = '

' " To pass unchallenged ata speed in excess of the legal
limit....remember that by sitting upright with a calm face (on a
gquiet car) you produce no imptession of speed except on turning
8 cOrner....lf, however you stoop forward ( this gives the impression
you are endeavouring to avoid a high wind pressure), jamb your hat
over your eyes,screw up your face, do a great deal of steering
with visible swinging of your body, blow your horn frequently, you
will invariably be arrested. Ithink a couple of good actors could
safely wager t0 be stopped by an otherwise inoffensive constable
at a pace of 10 mph., especially if mounted on 2 machine the teeth
of whose gear gave tongue. They would as surely be fined . If
caught near Andover they would probably be hung".

'0'Corman's Motor Pocket Book', 1907.



JOTTINGS....... irom Graeme Quinn.

-fob Cunnell of the Sydney Club was present at the
October meeting, being in Melbourne on business. Rob, of course,
is well kmown to all for his remarkable trip to Britain in a
12/50 tourer, via India and the iiiddle Last.

The youngest guest ever to visit "Alvista" was brought
to the Cctober meeting by Bruce and Helen Czynski; their young
daughter Anne, just nine weeks old. & remarkably quiet baby
and your scribe hopes that the impending sddition to his family
will be blessed with this most desirable attribute.

Members John Cole and Les Lee competed in a recent V.S.C.C.
Phillip Island sprint in their 16.95 and FWD respectively,
but it seems that either the cars were not going as well as
they have been , or the handicapper has got their measure,
because they were not as succéssful as theywere in the previous
sprint and the Calder Vintage Race.

Devon Motors are apparently going out of business and as
8 consequence wish to dispose of what Alvis parts they have in
stock at reduced prices. It seems thet both the Sydney club
and this club were notified of what parts were available,
although this fact has not heen given the Ppublicity it deserves.
John Tuffy of N.S.W., a most enthusiastic Three Litre owner,
has taken advantage of the situation, and has from all reports,
ordered a vast quantity of a wid e variety .i parts. We hope
that &here will be something left for those Melbourne TA 14
and Three Litre owners who wish to stock up and have not been
aware that Devon's are closing up.

4 Vintage Race ieeting was held at Warwick Tarm in
- Sydney in October, to which travelled eleven Helbourne
enthusiasts, including three members of this Club.. The event,
and for that matterthe weekend, proved to be most enjoyable.
Perhaps the most outstanding thing wes the apparent lack of
interest of many Sydney enthusiasts. This was apparently
caused by the complex and various organizations in ¥.S.W.
catering for Vinagents not seeing eye to eye on what seems,
to a casmal wvisitor, many trivial matters.

A pleasant evening was spent recently discussing Alvis
and kindred motoring matters with ome of our foundation
members, Fred Bail, who will be rememberdéd by older members
-as once being the proud owner of the Siver Crest now owned
by Bruce Czynski. Fred's business committments restrict his
spare time but he hopes thet he may be able to make some
meetings occasionally.



Jottings, continued...

apparently Simon Ramsay,"In a momemt of weakness" sold the
12/50 ttourer "GPC" , He now hopes to be able to concentrate his
energies on the "boiler plate special".

Cur new President David Bamford has got his Speed Twenty -
tourer on the road again after a protracted rebuild. It certainly
is a credit to Pavid for the car now looks in far better condition
then it has for a very long time. It is good to see a Speed Twenty
appear again after restoration. It is a pity that we don't see more
cars of the PVT type receive the same treatment and appear in club
competition agsin.

Whilst recording thet our new President has his car on the road,
mention should be made thet our ex-President Terry Plummer had the
misfortune to collapse a piston in his TC21 Saloon whilst on his
way to Sydney for the Warwick Farm Vintage Face.

The ex- Doctor Mayne 16.95 is still apparently for sale at
Trafalger. This would be a good buy for somecne as it is apparently
very sound.

_THE ATNUATL DAY TRIATL
From Alister Cannon & Rosalie Irvine.

The Annual Day Trial was held on Novemper 4. The members and
friends present were Craeme and Jane Quinn, John Cole and Anne
Carlyle, David Bamford and Anne Readwin, Sy Ramsay and Paul Bamford,
and Viv and Nancy Drough - five competitors in all.

After a short snort and snackat the Kallista Picnic Cround, the
cars moved off, covering some interesting and beautiful pa rts of
the Dandenongs. From Kallista, the routemeandered through Sherbrooke,
Sassafras, Clinds, Kalorama, Mt. Evelyn, Seville, Yellingbo, Maccles-
field, Avonsliegh, and back to control at Emerald Lake.

Most competitors completed the course with fast times, although
this was not specifically a spced efent. No doubt the pleasant sunny
conditions, company, and scenery had much to do with this. One
competitor was mounentarily paralyzed both in thought and action
when he encountered a well known European " road bectle" navigating
a2 dirt road corncr sideways. In this instance the Alvist was dawdling
either.

Yes, that man has done it again! John Cole, with Anne navigating,
was the outright winner, having gained the maximum possible number
of points. Naney and Viv Drough also had a creditable non-Alvis run
in the family Olds., thus winning the "Oldsmobile Section"

The results were; J. Cole 175 pts.
G Quinn 170
D. Bamford 165
¥N. Drough 160




5. Ramsax 115 pts.

The cars present were a Grey Lady, Silver Eagle, Speed
twenty, Triumph TR3A, and the Oldsmobile.

The finish a2t Pmerald Lake did not deter some valiant souls
who were ‘'seen to be threshing the, waters of the lake in Pedalos
whilst compéting in the Grand Prix de Pedalo. Scribe Grzeme
Quinn was unfortunate in running and eventually throwing Wo.l
E.H. (Wooden type) pedal pad.

There were two noticable sighs when these peculiar water
craft returned to the staging — one from the proprietor (relief
and a cant - believe-thy're -whole feeling) and the other from
members who had found muscles that they never knew they had,

Pedalling around a lake is exhausting and drying work,
and subsequently liquid therapy was called for. The barbeque
was 1it and very shortly an already excellent day was improving
rapidly. During the meal, = battered blue Ford Defect charged
into the middle of the throng, bringing Graeme T.owe with it.
Graeme announced to all that he had "a talc of woe to relate
such as you have never hesrd before®. He then began to tell
of how he had a flat tyre on the way out. He replaced it with his
spare tyre. Another few miles, and another tyre went flat.

Wear to the scene of this catastrophe was an old Pontiac with
four gentlemen inside. These fellows were consuming the famous
product of Carlton at = good stedy rate, and to all appcarances
had been doing so for some time. Gracme appealed to them for
for material assistsnce inthe form of a2 patch. The fellows  thought
that a couble of beers ought to be drunk before they looked for
a patch. This was done and a patch was duly found under a pile
of junk in a corner of the car. With much "help" from his
inebriated benefactors, the puncture was repaired. The tyre was
reassembled, and one of the drunken ones insisted on pumping the
tyre up. It would not inflate. The fellow on the pump took a lot
of convinecing that the tyre was pinched. After almost bashing the
enthusiastic one over the head to make him stop, Grmaeme managed
to take the tube out again. Another search through the piles of
Junk in the Pontiac revealed what must have been his last patch.
This time the =ir, when put into the tyre, stayed in, and suecess
was achieved. Craeme was then able to continue on his way, a few -
fluid ounces heavier y but none the worse.

~  Simon caught some choice candid comaments on his tape recorder
which were played back to the enjoyment of all. The party broke up a
at sundown, David B., Anne, Simon, and Paul stopping off en
route to examine the scraped, painted and nakeé chassis of Bluebirg
the 12/50 that uscd to lic in 3asil's garage,

Remember the final event of the Year, the Christmas Party,
on the night of the Dceembrr deeting. Sec you there.



NOTES ON THE F.W.D.

— by Horrio Morgan.

Browsing through Pcbruary "Motcr Sport", I camc on some refcrchnecs
to the F.W.D. - Ho, not Alvis, but Four Whccl Drivec.

As T drovc onc of thosc brutes for 6 months and suffored all the
trials ond tribulations of the damncd, my rceolloetions arc therc-
forc far moro vivid than the hazy meandorings of the Motor Sport
soribes.

The F.W.D. wos an Ancriean W.W.I. disposals. That it had scon active
sorvicc wms proven aeccording to the loeal yokel by a dont on the chassis
"wherc a shell had hit". PFPersonally, I always considered that the mark
was proof thot o demented driver had bashed his brains out.

The eonstruetion was solid. Solid rubbor tyres. Sclid cast iron
whecls, 4+ inch stoocl running boards, scat, cnginc covors ctc.

The onginc was 2 4 cylinders Iycoming, ond was positioned over the
front diff., whieh put tho crankshaft lino about 4 foot above ground.
Tho only woy to_crank was to stand to thc sidc, both hands on tho handle,
pull through 907, and thon fall flat on onc's faco a8 soon as possiblce
Tho roason for the last manoouvre wos to ovoid gutting the handlo full in
the tecth on 2 backfirc.

The writor who-said the comprossion wns so low that tho engine could
bo turncd over by the fan belt was nuts. The drag of thc goar ond trans-
for box was so heavy that whon oranking, it was nceescary to usc full
strongth to go over one firing point. Tho danger of back-fire was that
onc would run out of stecam just about T.D.C., when the impulse startor
would lot go, ond it wos anyono's bot which way the vagine would rovolvo.

The engine was 2 side valve T head with a lorge unswept arca, 30 most
of the heat went into the cooling system and out the exhaust pipe, which
used to glow rod for 6 ft. These chaps who consider it marvellous to
heat o babies bottle in the V of a side valve Ford V8 have o 1ot to loarn.
I hove cooked a full-size bush tuvkey in the F.7.D. onginc room. Tho
turkey wns put in o petrol tin and started boiling on 2 canmp firo, then
bung alongside the cxhaust manifold. It was cocked by lunch~tinme.

The stoering eclumn was vertical with the radiator, just under tho
wheel, and nothing so cffeminato as o windscroon. Tho stocl seat was
the top of the engine compartment, and was about 8 feet above ground.

One day, when the radiator cap blew and spewed 16 gellons of boiling
rust all over me, all I could do was a swallow dive over tho sido, not
even pousing to change into ncutral. As the onginc was on throttle control
a.la T model Ford, becausc the accelorator was too hot to rest onc's boot
on, it meant a trudge of 2 miles to the noxt ridge where she stalled.

When the front drive wes ian, the front whools always tack the line of
loast resistance, which mcant that in ordinary ruts it wasn't nccossary
to atoor, but in boggy conditions, the front idicols would scck out soft
apots up to 6 feet off tho rond, rogardless of thc front whoel cnglo,



When bogged i 3and-or-mud, the front, not the rear wheels would jump
or chatter, and +ith the seat forwerd of the front wheels, it was necessary
to stand up and ride her like a bucking brone, as the impact of the hot
seat on one's behind was terrific. 3

Getting moving after standing over-right was a full-time adventure.
The clutch was o multi-plate steel-bronzs affair running in oil (Helle-
Shaw); we used to reverse the names to describe the operation.

With the engine ticking over, clutch right in, hand on throttle, foot
on the gear lever, the drill was to endeavour to synchronize the kick into
gear with the =nap opening of the throttle. If one was too slow with the
throttle, the engine stallcd. . If too soon with the throttle, the kick-
back on the gear lever would just about break one's leg. If cverything
wont right, oven whon loaded the truck would lcap off thc mark like a
dragster, then scttlc down to a steady crawl until the clutch oil hoated
UpPs

Nothing over broke down on this truck cxoept tho drivers.

The last thing she did to mo is still wivid cnough to pop up in my
drcams aftor an overfull do of boor and crayfish., I had beon trying to
outrun a thunderstorm and had been blasting flat out through- isolatod
pools and puddlcs. I charged down a good slopc at about 40 onto a hard
packed claypan and thon overything oame unstuck. Hawve you over triod
to control a truck and treiler loaded with 3 ticrs of wool balcs, spinmning
and going nowhcre in particular on a frictionloss surface liberally
atudded with gum trccs 7

FOR _SALE NOTICES

MAINLY 12/50 PARTS

* 1 16.95 Antovae Vacuum Tank complote.

1 16.95 Startor Motor Housing Cover (Aluminium)

* 1 Spoeod 20 Head Gazket -- brand now. ) oy
1_ Spﬂed 20—25 D.W.S. Jﬂﬂkmg SFB#M Hﬁndlﬂ Bﬂ:uplc‘l:ﬂ- J

* 1 12/50 Gearbox (3 point) comploto and in good condition.
5 1§§§0 Startors (3 fully rcconditioned) -
1 12/50 Generntor & Simms coupling (fully rcconditioned)
1 12/40 Badge Bar (chromecd). ,
1 12/60 Rov Counter and drive (bolt from jack-shoft — all fittings)
1 12/50 60 mph Spocdo and cablc asscmbly complotc.
1 12/50 Bub Cap Wronch.
2 12/50 Hand Brake Assomblics comploto
3 12/50 Exhaust pipc to manifold gaskets.
1 12/50 Head Gasket - now,
2 12/50 Rear Wator Transfors - bronze (also 3 aluminium).
1 set TE 12/50 Nylon Shaokle Bushos.
2 only 2" White Dial Ammctor.
2 only 2" Black Dial Fuel Gouges — clectrio.
1 sct 4 Hub Nut Whocl plates for Opon Hub Whecls.
1 12/50 12v cut-out & 1 only vintage Dippor switeh (foot oporatod)
1 13/50 Magncto Switch.



FOR SALE HOTICES (Contd.)

*
"7 1 only 42 gram float for 30 mm Solex Carburciicr.
1 only 30 mm Solcx (barrcl-throttlc type in oxccllont order).
1 only 30 MOV Solex (buttorfly throttle).
’I.unlj“li/hﬂ Lucas ¥zgneto (fully rceonditioned).
3 sot 12/50 Half-shafts.
1 12/50 Prack ond Tic-rod complete with 1 gnum—vitac cnds.
1 sot Vintage Plate Cluteh Linings (pre—drilled)
2 only wvintage 12v Horns.

* ALVIS SPEED TWENTY DROPHEAD.

This red 1935 SC model is in oxcullrmb mochanical gondition, with
a complctely overhaulod engine and aecessorics, 4.3 ratio diff. with
now bearings reeently instolled, re—-sprayod in Carnotion RBod onamcl.
Goes woll and is o real looker. Complotc set of original toola ond
equipcment. Eagle mascot. Log book record. £400.

* TFor nll cbove itema, contact David Muirdon, 116a Kooyong Rd, Caulficld.

* ATVIS TA 14 SEDAN.
A roccntly ro—conditioncd sodan in black finish and tidy bodywork
is avilable for £150 from Bill Jackson, T Bowonia St., Surrcy Hills.

# ALVIS SPEED 25 SALOON
John Murray's Grey saloon is apparently offercd for saloc again by
B. Dobson. Contact Cracms Quinn for further dotails.
# TA 14 SEDAN
1 lir. K. Richards of 9 Mary St., Box Hill has 2 TA 14 for salc for
£40, which it appears hos been involved in o collision which has wiped
the front wings and damged the radiator. .

# ALVIS TA 14 ESTATE-CAE.
This littlo—usod car can be bought from Lon Long, 212 Williams BRd.
Poorak, who is willing o part with it for £200.
# ALVIS TA 21 SALOON.
. T. J. Kont, 14 Ardoch St., (FU 7734) Eascndon wishos to soll a
Thrco Litrc. Price iz not known.

* AIVIS 16.95 SALOON.

Alistair Wilkic's white Vintage saloon is for salc. Rcecent work on
body and mochanics. £120 o.n.o. Contact Alistair at 6 Churinga Avo.,
Mitcham, (87 17717).

# 12/50 DIFFERENTIAL. .
Roputod to be in good order and the usual 4.7 ratio. From kHr. D.
Jackson, T1 Warburton Rd., Cantoerbury.

MYSTERIQUS ALVI

Two unknown Alvis ears have been sighted in the last woeck or two.
Thoy arc: a dreb bluc 12/70 Soloon, and a blus SG Silver Eagle salocn.
A dirty brown 12/30 or corly 12}56 Tourcr has also been scen a month or

830 'h-.’ll:k-
Any information regarding thoeso ears or their ownors will be welcomed.




