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KALORAMA VINTAGE RALLY, 1963

The annual Rally will be held on Surnday, 24k Horch at the Kalorama
Heserve aas usual. There are however, & few changes in the administration
this year. Those have boon necessitated by absonce of the support of the
liount Dandenong Pre—School committce, who formerly provided ecatoring
facilitiea and handled tho parking and ontrance suporvision.

The Council of thce Combinod Vinmtago Car Clubs have advisod ug that
the following mcasures have been taken to holp £ill the gup:

1} Thore will bc no frec barbecuc for cnlrants.

) The eatering facilitics will he provided by profeassional catanrs,
who have beon given tho confract for the day, but arc not under the
control of tho Organising Committoc. Food, drinks and afternoon tca
will be available from theac eaterers.

1) Each Club is to provide 3 volunteors for marshalling of speetator
parking and catry. Thesc offieials will be roquired for approx. one
hour. One of thosu offieisls will be required to scll programmes :
around the ground. = 2

4) Entronts should obsorve moderation in the consumption of algoholic
drinks on the arcna, particularly during wvonts.

5) Childrcn and spectators should bo kopt back from the ears in the arcna.

6) Passengers arc not allowed in the cars during ovonts.

7) The start of the cwent will be ot Linlithgow Ave. ot 10 a.m. sharp as
previously. There will not be an orgonised proecssion to Kalorama, but
gompetitors are caked to follow o given route and proceed without undue
delay to Xaloroma. Competitors moy onter at the start on payment of 10/~



LETTERS TO THE EDITCR

Dear Sir, _

Although postponed on many ocecasions in the past, the covil
day has finally arrived when I must resign from offieial officc in
the Club. Uy now coursc in Dental Scicnee is so cxacting on my time
and oncrgics that I can no longer do justice to cither gditorial or
sceretarial dutics, both of which havo fallen woofully behind sehedule -
in tho lagt fow months.

The Club should surely bec able to find a satisfactory Scercicry
from smong its prescnt ranks, as this job ontails loss than might be
imagined by the hesitont and wary. Howoveor, the Editorial post
will not prove so casy. Both David Bamford aond mysclf have not
found that wo can contimuc to do justice to "Alvic" and our private
1lives at the same timoc. This con only lcad to o weokening of the
content and punctuality of the nmagazine, and, o my mind, "alvig™ io
not a magnzinc thot should suffer half-measures. In my opinion, it
should continuc as it is or not 2t all. If the former casc is not
practical, it would bu better to issuc 2 moathly Wotice—of-Mecting
shoot, containing o fow paragraphs of Club notes and administrative
details (after the fashion of the Hewsletter this Club issucd before
1960). A slightly lorger form of "Alvie" could then be issucd whon
posaible, say once or twice 2 yoor, and this magozine would contain
gorviece data, Alvistory and other items of non—-datcd and pcrmancent
jntercst to Alvists hore, and clsowhere. It could also tako theo
form of a Year Book, gsimilar t5 that issucd by the Alvis Owmer Club
of Great Britain, containing 2 list of names and addresscs of currcent
finnneial mombers and thoir cars, bricf roports of the main Club
cvents for the yoar and any other itens worthy of permiact rocord.

It is particularly unfortunate that <his ghould have to be, when
the progress aond grovih of the Club has been manifested in its
journal. The end of a rogular Club magrzine could well moan o
pecession in membership and interest, particularly the country moobers
whose only contact with the Club is in "Alvie". Bearing this in
mind, it occurrcd to me that wo might do well o avert this by
subseribing ocn behalf of our members to ane 2f the 3 remaining Club
magazines, ond issuc this monthly in "Alyici'a stead. This may
not in fact be feasible, but unlcss sumcthing of this naturce is donc
the next few yoars may well sec the deelinc of thc Club to a stagc
where oven the romaining stalwarts loosc interest. The number of
oxtant Alvia sars here is dwindling quite rapidly, and thercfore
our memborship is not likely to beeome any larger. This mcana that
we mst toke 21l meons at our disposal to hang on to the nembers wo
do hove ot proacnt. The doeline and £al1l of the Laneia Club of o
fow years back bears onplc +tcatinony to +he results of ineffective
stability afforded by theo lack of a maghzine or bazsic Club records.
On the other hand, the phenouenal success of the Vintage Drivors'
Club, or of other contities such =2s the Goggomobil Club, goes to
show tho rewords of effieiecnt Club orgnaisation and regularity in
its publicati-ms. Pathusisstie leaders breed inferest and 2
gsimilar enthusiasa iz the members, and law and order ot ocetings,
coupled with worthwhilc publieations, cre the¢ necessary pre=requisites

for an interested and pernancnt Club nenborship.
IlI -
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FRONT DRIVE ALVIS

Extract from "The Autocar", June 25&, 1943.

*Ezpafiénoﬂa of an anthuaiast who owns two of these cars: Rebuilding
and deifioationﬂ. -

1942)- a front-wheel-drive Alvis enthusiast, Austin C. Partridge,

provided notes on two cars of this type that he possesses, one a
two—seater and the other a four-seater, and both 1929 models. In the
meantime, Mr. Partridge has been able to meet the original owmer of his
four seater car and glean a good deal concerning its early history. This
he now passes on, together with details of further modifications he has
carried out, which are likely to be of interest io those who own or have -
ever owned an example of this front—wheel—drive machine. Although the
FWD Alvis was not built in large numbers, cnough of thosc cars have been
in circulation to givo it a definite following. It was, aftor all, onec
of thc most unorthodox designs ever put on the ordinary markot by a :
British manufacturer, and capceially in its day, morc than ten ycars ago,
was one of the most advansed, providing a quite remarkable performance as
a 13-litre. Horoc then are Mr. Partridge’s notes: :

Rathar more than a year ago ("Talking of Sports Cars", April 1T,

Miftor the cessation of private motoring during the war, I utilised
the precious moments of sparc time +o f£it double Hartford shock absorbors
on tho two seator,-and whilst attompting to carry large lumps of Alvis
on the baek of my-bicycle, I bocamc cntanzled with Some tramlines, and
instcad of spending.my rest day at the garage, I arrived at the hospital
with conecussion. l - CE B

Earlicr History: : 5 :

"Thus i+ was during comvalosocnec zfter this misadventure, I found an
excellent opportunity to write to Mr. E. Farlcy, the origimal owmér of
the four-soator ear, UW 2017. Mr. Farley ran it in many sports ocar raecs
around the 1930 poriod, and I had thoe pleasurc of loarning from him somc
of ifs history.  Wo discusscd at some length tho performanco possibilitics
of this particular typc of Alvis, and I vonturc a desoripiion of theso
qualities, togother with thc notos on tho latest modifications carricd
out on the two-scater. .

" Supercharged UW2017 wos cntered in a racc for sports cars of four
cylindcrs held at Brooklands in Juno, 1930. The racc was three laps of
tho onter cireuit, and the Alvis was heavily handicapped on account of
its being supcrchargod. UW2017 gaincd first placc at an avoroge gpoed of
82,04 m.p.h. from a standing start, and won the "Daily Mirror" cup.
Immediatoly aftor this racc it was suggested that, as Mr. Farley-had tho
fastest four—eylindor Alvis of the day, it would be a good idea to mateh
it agninst onc of the siraight-cight FWD Alvis. A handicap wos arranged
and UW2017 started .off thc line: +the projeet thon fell somowhot fiat as
the straight cight had somo trouble and eould not start, During the
samc yoar, Mr. Farloy tried tho cor at Shelsley, and rosults’ were far
bettor “han had beeh oxpeeted of a front-whool-drive car. He can find
no record of the astunl time for the hill but the Alvis, hugging the




bends and ploughing furrows into the banking with its hub caps, was
scgond.

"The old green four-seater also won several races ot Skcgneas,
and in thosc doys it was good for "100 and some". The onginc e
absolutely standard, ond the usual 4.77 axlc ratio wes uscd, in con-
Junction with oversizo tyres to give o slightly higher overall ratio.
It is intoresting to notc thoporformance of an unblown two-scator FWD
four-cylinder Alvis which Mr. Forloy was also raoing ot about thoe timc
in question. This ear wns fittoed with o high-ratio nxle, probably 4.3
or 4.5, Hartford shock absorbers, two S.U. carburottors, cxtra high
-compression pistons, aluminium body, with spore whecl earricd inside
the tail, and a wind dcflcetor bolow the front of tho radiator to
anssist cooling,

In tho '500°',

"Thiz car was cntered for the 500 Milcs Raec at Brooklands in 1931
and comploted 300 miles non-stop at an average of 99 m.p.h. Two lars
aftor a pit stop, Mr. Farlcy was forecd to rotire after a "plow-up!
causcd by som: mysterious lubriention trouble., He considcra that tho
usc of 2 blown onginc is advantagecous only as far as neccleration and
hill-climbing arc conccrncd, having littlc cffcet on maximum spcod:
thizs has also boen my cxpericnco. It is intorcating to notc that
the cars raced at Lo Mans in 1928 werc unblown and put up a very good
show (soc '"Motor Racing'!, S.C.H. Davis). It appoars to mc that the
four wheoel indcpendent suspension must have beon a great advantage in
all sporting cvonts, espeeially at Brooklands, at a timo when contcmp-
orarics worc mostly 'vintogo-hard!' in their springing.

"My own porsonal cxpericnce is somcwhat limited, as I have donc no
competition driving. I have, howvver, pushed the miloage on the
four-scator from 40,000 to 85,000 with fast touring ond have had o
spocdometer reading of 82. It sccms such a long way back in the dim
past that I can scarccly roeall what it was like to drive with ten
gallons of Discoll in the tank and the blower in oporation. Taking
all things by and large it must have boen jolly good.

"Boforo laying up the ear for the duration, I narrowly cscapod a
very scrious accident whilst indulging in a spot of fast corncring.
I wos nogotiating a sharp right-hond turn with a little more than
usual cnthusinsm whon the stocring seiged solid ot full lock. I shot
agross the road in front of on—coming traffic and pulled up astride
the pavomcnt. No damnge was donc and on investigation it was found
that onc of tho lower front springs, duc to oxeessive loading, had
fouled on thc stcoring push-rod. The car wos very heavily laden with
Iuggage at the timc, a faet whieh may hawve had somcthing to do with
the occuroncc. Farley mentioned o similar oxpericnec, so I shall have
to consider the question of a modifieation in thiaz direction.

Worat Things First.

"On contenplating the rebuilding of my two-scator I deomed it wisc
to commence with the back-aching work, to procced with the bits and
Piecos and to eonclude with the intercsting overhaul of the power unit
and gear-boz. A stort was made with the back ond, and the rear
suspunsion was liberally ro-inforced with extra lcaves. A sot of rear
springs from a long chassis ear wns used for this purpose, zond the
four cxtra leawves in coch spring made the world of differonce to the
feel of tho suspension, which was proviously far too soft. 1 wish




to..corroct a2 statuneont I nnde in my provious notes. It was sdid that the
rcar springs of .tho short chassis werc not interchangeablc with thosc of
the long chassis. This is incorreet, ns I have now discovercd, ond I can
only assumc that a poir of i11fititing springs lyingz amongst my sparcs
originated from an carlior 1928 model. Stronger brakc cables worc noxt
fitted. Thosc worc of the Bowdencx pattorm, completc with greascrs, and
were obtained from o modern wchiele in a breaker's yardj they had tc be
considorably adapted - o fiddling businvss. The fitting of Hwrtfords all
round wos a formidable task, too. It wms docided to usc the large dianetor
double type ns these were very much in evidence ot the loeal breaker's yard
being fitted to most of the large saloon cars of the 1930-34 poriod. A
dogen shoeck absorbers werc purchased, with arms of various lengths, and
after pulling them to pieces, I had o marvellous assortment of short orms,
medivm orma and long arms, all interchangeable.

"For tho rear of the ear n short arm wns used incconjunction with a
medium length orm and tho shoeok nbaorber wns connected to on extended
shaekle pin mado for tho purpose. Speeizl attontion wos paid to elearance
betwecn the chassis member and the ¢nd of tho pin. If-wns just monagod at
&", and this allowed unlimited travel under working conditions, tho angle
between the shock absorber arms boing 90 degrooes at rost. Tho work
earriod ocut on the froant suspension roquired an abnormal amount of manmual
cffort, cunsidering the resulis achicvod. All c¢ight springs were removoed
from the.chassis and in order tc do this, the radintor, winge and hubs had
to be dismantlod. The aprings wore all pulled apart and tho sixtoon.spring
loaded danmping clamps were discarded. The thirty-two protruding lugs for
holding thosc clamps worc cracked off the main leaves with a hapmor, -and
the rough codges so produced were cleaned down with o sharp file, all leaves
thon being clcanced of ruat and paint. "

Yords of Cord and Tope.

"On rcassembly, all aprlng leaves weore smearced with graphalte greaso and
bound with tho aid of =a hunﬂrﬂﬂ yards of bost quality blind cord, sixtcon
rocls of insulating $aope and a pint of shellae. The shock absorbers were
cach fabriecated from onu mcdium arn and one long arm cut down in length by
half and ingh. Mountod traonsverscly, they sot two on coch side ofthe ecor,
and speeial brackets made to eomncet them to the chassis. The other
gonnections wore made to spocinlly constructed shackle pins. The standard
sizc pin was retainoed ot tlic-lower universal hub assembly, the spocial pin
at the top »f the hub being four inchea longer, and has o shoulder at cach
e¢nd to accomoiate the Silceatblac buzhez on the Hortfords.

"Pyin S.U.s arc from a 3-litre Lagonds, mounted on o home-made manifold
made from " mild steel plate and 15" cleetrical conduit. A balance pipe of
4" Aismter is fittod, and it has a sot srew adjustmont at its contre.

Built—up Windaercon:

"A fold-flat windsercen was constructed o roplace the umnsatisfactory
screcn originally fitted, whieh wos far fou shallow for a +all perasn tTo sco
through. This now screen was built up from numorous picces of material
bought ot 2 junk ynrd. There remainced only the power unit to rooccivo
attention; +he bodywork, exhoust system and steoring wore overhomlod
immedintely the car coame into my poascssion two yoars ago."




BOOKWORM’S  SECTION

" MOTORING FOR BEGINNERS " by Dudley Noble. Teach Yourself Books,
177 pages. Aust, price - 9!3.

he experienced Clubman will say that this 1ittle volume will

not tell him much that he doesn't kmow slready. But he might
be quite surprised at the wealth of information in the book, I
certainly was when I spent a sparc hour or so browsing through the
many mattors of driving and maintenancc on cars from a genoral,
-layman's angle,and learnt a lot from it.

The book comes in threc main scetions - Driving, "The Works" znd
Maintonanec. Therc aoro, of course, many books covering much the
same- ground, but I vonture to say that therc are nonc that $cll as
much for such 2 low priecc. What- is even botfoer, it does not only
tell about the modern tinwarc motor wvehicle. Its romarks apply to
95% of the cars built since 1920.

For the tyro mochanic, it is partioularly uscful in oxplaining
such things as car gearings (both g/box and diff.) and how thoy aro
choscn} the various types of traonsmission, cengines, ecarbubotions,
suspensions cto..

It is full of many questions (and thoir answers). For instancc,
s8ce how many of thoe scloetion below YOU can answer satisfactorily
right now:

1, How thick would the film of lubricating eil bo inside o proporly-
fitted big—ond boaring ?

2. Doscribc the basie constructionsl differcnees botween n) a
normal friection clutch and b) o fluid flywhool.

3. What is thc meaning of a) synchro-mosh ?
b) a "orash"-box ? _
4. PFor what roason arc universazl joints ocmployed ond where 7
Deseribc two different tzpes. :

5. How should the¢ driver sot hiz controls when 'coasting' 7 What
should he NEVER do to arrive at the samc cffcet ?

6. How would you rc-engage top goar after desconding a hill with
the goar in ncutral 7

T« Why should an cxcess of lubricant in the whocl-hub boarings be
avoided 7

8. Describe throo ways whoercby the tondency on the part of the
eylinder borcve to wenr may be minimisecd.

9. How i=s it posaible for the brakos to cateh on fire 7.

10. Should you ‘double-decluteh' whon changing into o higher gear 7
Oivo rueasons for your anawer.

If all of these questions present no difficultics =2t all, then
this book is not for you.: Howovor, if you find troublce irith more
than onc-third of thesc guericsy then tho 9/3 spent will be very
well spent. (By the woy, the book is NOT o paperback, but o well-
bound number in tho well-knovm Tocach Yoursclf scri;a.s



The only scetion of the book that Australian drivers can afford to by
pass is the scetion on English road lawve and regulations, which, of
eourso, arc not ncecssarily the same hore. But the soction on driving
teelniques is very good. It scems inerodible 4o me thot so many drivers
on our roads don't know many of the aids to efficient relaxed driving,
such as the best way to grip — mieéring whool for both comfort and safety
(This opplics to some of our members too. ) The five-to-one, or midnight
grip is unfortunately very prevalent and rust contribute considerably to
driving strain on any but thc shortest trips. Usc of the correct twonty—
to-four grip would mcke life much casier for a lorge rmumbor of drivers,

The book also oxplains othor clementory things such as the corroct
teehninue for cornering 2t speed, braking at corners, "double—declutehing™
driving on ice or loosc sand, correcting skids, obtaining maximun tyro
life ‘amd 'cornering power!, intorpreting instrument rcadings, fault-
finding, maintaining and overhauling conpnents.

Nonc of this, of coursc, spoeifieally refurs to Alvis cars ( or to any
other makc); but virtually all of it applics.

In 11, this is very good value, and ideal for the tyro car-owmor, who
wants to find out morc about his ear than how to sit in it and point tho
front whools' in the right dircetion.

TAVID MUIRDEN.

(Next issuo: -Review of "The Shapo of the Motor Car' by Leslic Everctt.)

et e T T T ey

HELFFUL HINTS

* Squcaking bonnets fived:

Bothered by o very annoying aguonk from tho bonnct of his car rccently,
onc of our mumbera imvestigoted the cousse and found that it came frem the
rubber strip that runs across the top of the scuttlc ond supports. tho
bommet. e

He softoned somc ordinnry soap under the hot water top, then rubbed it
in well along tho rubber strip. The cured thc trouble instantly, ani tho
bonnot ic 2till quict after somc woecks of daily usc. Being o proper rubter
lubriecant, genuine soft soap would be botter.

* Rustproofing earth clips: -

Hnny electrical jobs cround the car reoulre o good corth, To do this
properly, it is necessary to serape oway amy paint and rust until the
metal becomes bright and clean. Unfortunstely, this aren thon becones
a2 rust danger spot, particularly where it is affcected by rain and weather.
After cleaning right down to the metal, coat the area woll with o rust
inhibitor, such as Hotalprep, Genolitc cte., rubbing in well with stool
wool, Wipc dry and thon cpply onc or two coats of aluninium paint.
Being notallic, this paint mokes 2 good electrieal contaet; but boing a
paint, it proteets thoe orea froo rusting. '

*0il for Onc-Shot Lubo:

For the post-vintage ears fittoed with thoe onc—shot chossis lubrication
syatom, usc only straizght 90 (or cven 140 if ncecssary) but do not use
any of the E.P. lubricants of this SAR rating, cs the additives thoy
eontain will do econsiderable harm to the systonm. Don't use ongine »ill




SERVICE DATA SHEET NO. 91 29 Octobor, 1947.
0IL CONSUMPTION

If any complaints of oxcossive 0il consumption arc made on the
TA 14, it is strongly recommondod that you verify the fisures ~ivon
by the ownor. A carcful check should be made and figurcs in the
‘region of 1,500 m.p.g. éan be takon as cntirely satiafactory.

The idea that an ongine should comsunmc no oil is ontircly wrong.
Furthcrmorc, as the mojority of onrincs improve in consunption over
the first 2,000 miles, no aotion should bo token during that period.
If however, you arc sctisficed after this poris? that the consumption
is really cxcessive, we con supply new piston rinss which will moke
a distinet improvemont. Those ringa are now beings fitted as standard
on 2ll now cars,

Points to notc whon Fitting:-

a) The pistons can be casily withdrawm from the bottsn of tho ensino
aftor reooving the sump.

b) The layout of the new rincs is:  top ring, plain typo; middle
ring, stepped (the rceess partiom must be at the bottom): lower
ring, acraper.

e¢) No alterations whatuver are nceessary t5 the pistons.

d) Whon thc pistons and conncetin~: rods arc renoved it is alvisable
t> cheek the ali;nnont or squarcness »f the pistons to the big
onc. bore. It is casy to sct the comnoeting rads to corrcet this.

e) Carc must be $aken in fixing the gudgum pin lacking bolt so na
not to twist thoe conmceting rad. A choek with tho piston in
positisn on the comneeting rod is therefore adyisable.

Part Noa: C.2974 Compressiosn Plain - 4 off per scot.
C.2975 I Stopped - 4 off por sot.
C.2976 Scrapor . . « « = 4 off per sct.

SERVICE DATA SHEET NO. 92 10E Novombor 1947

AFTER-BURN SWITCH STIFFHESS

As explained in Data Sheet No. 80, the objeet of tho ~ftor-burn
device on the TA 14, is to close the carburcttor buttorfly conplotcly
when the ignition is switched off.

It has been found in some cnses that whoea esoling dowm, the
carburottor housing shrinks on to the throttle buttorfly, cousing it
to bind. Theo ignition-koy oporatiun is harlly strons cnoupgh to over-
comce this binding, and thercfore it is o zood plan to cither depreas
the accelerctor or pull out the choke eontral before awitching on the
ismition from ecold.

The operation of the necolerator or throttle eontrol wvill »pen
the earburcttor butterfly and overeome the binding coused by
shrinknmo.

It is als: important 4o check thoe operation of the linkapge, mmd
adjust as ncovssary to cnsure that the stop eonnccted to the cable
swings frec when the ignition is awiteched off, nand comnceta with
butterfly control rod whem idling, s~ that o small throttle opening
is maintnined during idling. Stalling will othoerwisce rozult.



