NEWSLETTER VOLUME 2 ISSUE Fo. 8-8 . UGUST-SEPTEMBER 1964
CLUB OFFI1CE~BE..RE#3
PRESIDENT: David Caldwell, 6 The Outlook, Heathmont.
VICE-PRESIDENT: David ¥isch wer, 1786 Mzlvern Road, Glen Iris.
HON. SECRET.RY: Hoy Fenderson, 41 Kingsley Grove, Notting Hill. 544-5249
HON. TRoASURER:  .ndy Hannam, Doveton .vcnue, Dandenong. T9-24403
HON. SP.RES REGISTAR/iR: David “ulrﬁmr, Flzt 15, 37 Domain Street;
South Yarra. 26-2337
CLUB CAPT:AIN: David Enmfard, 13 Vernon Street, South Blackburn.
COMMITTEEMAN : Ezith Wclsh, 22 'i'imm*rc Street, Box Hill.

HON. EDITOd@: David Caldwell, ©

—\.'-""‘

COMBINED ISSUE AUGUST-3EF

The Editor had an cnforced holiday in

again, it was notin ganl‘} wh1ch means
found itszlf so late it was forced t
if this in turn was to grrivc at =2

CLUB C.LENDAR, 1965

The Club Calandar for 1965 (and part
this yoar,

in November) is out ahead of time

Th: Outlook,

to combine
rospectable

H&athmnnt.

the month of .ugust (wrong

the .ugust issue of Newsletter

with the Septembcr issue,
time. So there you have it.

1864, as our ycar vigins
having becen knocked into

o
Ok

shape during th: September Committse Mcocting. Brigfly, it rzszds as
shown here:-

NOVEMBED 22nd 1964 - ‘nnu=1 Gymkhanz, .rmy ..cszrve, Loangwarrin.

ECEMBER 11th 1964 - Christmas Berbccuc at 6, Thc Outlook, Hiathmont.
J.NUZRY 25th & 26th 1965 - Combincd Vintage 5.C.C. Rally at Mount Gambicr.
FEBRU,RY 25th & 26th - Basil Bowes Mcmoriczl Trephy «elly to S:Eg:rﬁtta

in caﬂ;unctlcn with the Lionsg' Club of +Jzangarcztta.
M.RCH 28th 1965 - Kalorsma - Combincd Vintage & Veteran C.C. Hally.
LPRIL - No Event - ZHGzst Pcriod.
MY 23rd 1965 — Barbecuc Fun Zlosc to home.
JUNE - .nnual Dinncr.
JUNE 12th,13th,14th -~ Juccn's Birthday "eekend Interstate .ially.
JULY - dest Up.
AUGUST - Ralsx.
SEPTEMBER 19th - TFamily Troasure Hunt/Picnic.
OCTOBER - Subsidc in g hoap (no reference to your cer).
NOVEMBER 21=t - JMnnusl Gymkhana, .rmy .icserve, Langwarrin.
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COMBINED V.S.C.C. RALLY AT MT. GIHBI“E 25th & 26th J.NU.RY 7965.

511 members havs b:ien Cﬂrﬂlﬂllj 1Pv1t d to be present and/or compete
BUT, accommodztion must be booked now. 41l znoguiries should be made
+ﬂraugh Russell Ellis, "Illengi", Bradley's Lonz, Warrandyte, or
Grazme Guinn, 46 Goodwin .vcnuc, Bl=ckburn,

EW MEMBER

Bruce Leslie, of Clitherse Court, Burwood was wclcomed into the Club
ag = mcmber st the Jugust Genergl Meeting. Hz has the ¢x Gracme Cuinn
Grey Lady T.C. 21. We wish him much happy motoring and = pleasant
asscocistion with the Club znd its members.

M esasaisseas SLANGER THAN FICTION.

Mr. D. Hichics of /lvis Ltd. has written cnaulrﬂng about th
eveilability of corvieec facilitics for o late model . lvie {"hlch model,
we wonder?) for = Dental Surgeon intending a 1E—mﬂnth stay in uﬂ'rnllﬂ.

—_

Hizg nome? Mr. L.F. f£lvis.

BLESS THE WRITER! (& THE EDITOR).

e =re firmly convinced there is a spccizl corner in heaven reserved
for thosc who write lctters to the =ditor. If so0 John Murrzy has esrned
the right to n small bit of freehold there.

His letter:
"Kuminda”,
Crafers,
SOUTH USTR.LLI..

18th iugust, 1964.

Derr Sir,

The following may be of interest. There ig = T.B. 14 .lvis Sports
for sale here in South sustrslia. The cor No. is 23504. The body was
built by L.P.M, in Coventry and bears the Eo. 1007.

The ca2r originally belonged tc the S... flvis .gent and st present
belongs to a privatc person, whom I met by =ccident. The pricc asked
for it is £375: 0.

It is in 2xecellent condition and dces not appe=r to have boen
tampersed with in _any wey by so-casllcd improvers snd self-styled cxperts!
The colour is s derkish green with cream—ccloursd seats. The steering
wheal =nd cantrol knobs =rz eream (this is unfortunate - all knobs &
steering wheels should be black!!)

This c=r should be owned by somebody whc will kewp it originel =and not
fiddle with it!! If any of th: club mcmbers or intending mcmbers should
bs interssted, I con do some orgrnising.

(The T.B. 14 is th- sports version of thc T... 14 with bosicelly the
some chagsis, motor, cte, but having twin S.U. eorburcttors fittzd and
many other bodywork r:zfinements n2t incorpcreted in th. T... 14. - Zd.)

~ propog fiddlers.

Which brings ms to somc comments I wish v 31
which have been fiddled
ing

t2
I have come =cross 2 large number of ..lvis e-rs
with - pegople putting in bogus parts ~nd grilli
where holegs wers never meent to be, ete., ste.

holes in placas

':Dﬂt'd TR



This is bzd pr
were doing and it i
is not bad, howsver,
those being repleoced

tice - th: designers of these cars knew w«a~1t they
b2d to mess up their good work. One thingz that
is thz fitting of prrts of a later pattern thon
- Llvis Ltd. do that sort of thing thoemsclves.

I think that the only real boether I have sver had with an ilvis
has bean caused by the results of thc privious owner's cxtreme stupidity,
lack of commonsenss, gensral carelessness nnd "she'll be rizht" attitude
These ~re what wreck gonod cars, nct crdinary weor ~nd tearl!

I fcel strongly sbout this. Club mémbors, and all .lvis owners,
should always think bafer: tanpering with their cers, and if in doubt,
find out from the .lvis Works! and, if th y wont to fit =n cxtrs part
(c.g. fog-light) use existing holZs for thc purpose wherever paasible.
People whe drill heles with gay nboandon arc shscr vondnls!

Yours evir,

JOHN MUGR.LY.

JOTTINGS

THE MELBOUSNE RACING C.ii SHOW  opcned cn Turssday the 13th of
iugust and the first night of the show waw Kcith =nd H-rold elsh,
dpsnlie nnd .listor Cann-n peking ~n inspection of somc fine cxhibits.

dohn Cole h~d his ’1lvis F.¥.D. -n show, The eectnlogue showed it
tc be Exhibit 4 - Meko of Car -  Llvis. Moke of Engine - .lvis.
Year of Manufncture - 1927. KEaximum speed 100 mph. Enginc
capecity -~ 1496 c.c. Bore 68mm, Strok: 102 nmn. Hinximum Powcr
60 bkp. =t 4000 rpm. Tumber of cylindcrs - 4. Pogition of cngine =
front. Interesting fcntures - Front wheel drive. Tusber of
forw-rd ge~-rs - A4. Type of brakcs - Disc., nnd drum. So thero
you heve the vitnl st-tistics.

Incidentnlly, John hrd just re-spraycd th: ear British &-ecing Groen
and hos remcved the farmer ocne pise:z windscrocen and fittsd two sporty
nero screcns.

Other very intercsting cors includcd thc Murphy 'Q' Type I.G.,
Otto Stzne's K3 M.G., Drvc .oberts' [1fa Lomeo, Tarl Davy-Milncs
Fragzer N-ngh, Lauris aofe's Bug-tti Type 37 . i. & J. Litceh's Lombard
Asbe 3 eond Moser-ti 30C S. Pat Hawtorn's Z ex Davidscn) iston Martin,
and Sten Jonis' Mhsireti 250 F, which wan the justr~lizn Grsnd Frix in 1958.

Ther. wns =lsc n wvery good sclection of tho current racing nnd sports
e~rs ronging from the Lotus Supcr Seven t2 the Tlfins, Brabhams, Coopers,
ete. It is noticcable how currcnt rules nnd specificstisns hnve nm=de

so many cof the raecing cors similer in mppenrance ~nd outward dcsign.

The wvintagc ¢l ss ears ccrtainly passess groet individuality if n -t the
*h-iry'performenece of th:z ncwer breeds.



JOTTINGS CONT'D

David Bamford arrived at the last Club meeting with a book that
would make any enthusiast drool. Title - The Automobile Book, Dby
Ralph Steen, priced at 84/-. It covers motoring from the earliest
carriages through veteran, vintage to contzmporary cars in its 320 pages.
David's Speed 20 is at present having thc chassis straightened at a
Sonth Melbourne works and tha task of restoration is proceeding.

John Cole travellcd to the mzeting in the 3-litre, which is now
on the road agsin aftzr its unfortunate engine failure during the
San Re=mo Rally. The= car is certasinly a traffic stopper with its
deep maroon paintwork snd glesming chromework.

Sy Ramsay showed somc fantastic black and white :nlargemcnts of
thz photos hc has taksn at various vintage mictings and svents. Some,
wa believs, are to be framed and hung in thc n- wly acouired V.5.C.C.
Clubrooms in Parkville. Sy must have ouite a finc collzction of
photographs now. ¥aybe we could induce him fto hold a onc man
cxhibition.

Stanley S. Davizs - our Californian mcmber, has just scnt in
his car cu=stionairée and s colour print of his Vendin Plas Speed 20
Scriss S5.0D. He says that the car is st present baing restorad
"from the fram:- up," znd he is fitting an engine purchascd froc Alvis,
whilz keeping the original sngins 33 a sparc.

Andy Hannan hes finally taken dslivery of the ncw crown wheel
and pinion for thes Fir:birad. Unfortun=tely, the gremlins havo bccon
at work snd Andy has to have some of the star or differential pinions
rebuilt before the Alvis can be ready for thc road.

Bob Slosn - a mcmber of the Sudney Club was 2 visitor to
Mclbourne recently. He owns 2 12/50 and is soon to tzke up a business
appointnent in Hobart, Tasmanin. Taring his few days in Mclbournc
Bob met some of the club mcmbers ~nd discussed Alvis matters with them.
Bzgt wishes in your new post, Bob.

Westy Morris — a new momber, has bcon busily sttacking thc mcchenicals
of his recently =couir=d T.A. 14. He has rzstored the motor znd brokes
and now plans = complsts rzpsint job. Should be = rcal "flier" soon.

Bob Slosne of Sydney called a2t the ¥ischer estzblishment the
other day. A= bob ownz a 12/50 4-sester tourer we naturally swapped
notes about our 12/50's over lunch. Bob is en route to Tasmanis on
transfer by his Department.

White here he called on Mr. Abbott and sampled his 12/40 tourer.
The 12/40's effective range seems to be limited to 1/4 or 1/2 mile
without boiling. The cooling system and repsirs to it app=ar %o
be contributing factors. Howevar, the Cross and Ellis 4-seater
Tourer body appzars in nice order ze several members have s=een.

Unfortunstely our 3-litrs Victoria has had to go Her fz=tc was
to be a shopping car while in our posscssion. A rcd Mini has replaced
her.

Our 12/50 has lacked its share of asttention since our move.
David Muirden has callcd sevsral times, saying little, but lsaving
th: impression that sction is indicated.

Ian Ednie's T.A. 14 was bought by John Murray asnd driven home %0
Adelaide where it is registered in Geraldine's name. It is doubtful
whether Gersldine sces much of it =23 John is so pleascd to have a
Tids Th. Graham Martin was very lucky to acquire John's previous
T.A. 14. &

— K =



JOTITINGS CONT'D

David Bamford's now-straightensd Spzsed 20 has beesn towsd to the
Wischer gafage in N=lvern Road wherc it reposes alongside our 12/50.
David will rebuilt it thers and have it on the road by Christmas,
with luck.

David and Margaret Caldwell appcar to have bencfited by their
holiday. David's previous weeks with his partner ill snd out of
action made things pretty h=ctic. We appriciate thz time he has
been able to find for Club matters in szpite of other demands on him.

The Editor callcd on Wesl:zy Southgste nt Trafalgar on the
way to Szle, recently. Wee. is = veterinary surgeson and the proud
owner of = 1928 T.A. 16-85 Tourer which is in excellent condition
bodily and fairly healthy under th: bonnet. An enjoysble short spin
was had in it. Wes, and hig partner hsve alternate weckends off and
ag soon as on=s of thess coincides with th: Club mceting night, he
hopes to comsup. He mantioned that = rathcr dilapidated Spced 20 =nd
a T.A. 14 drophead (ex Dr. Maync) are prasznt in Trafalgar. He ~lso
mentioned that o policeman st=tioned =t Moc, Mr. Cook(c)? by n-me
has a P.W.D. Alvis =nd another Alvis of unknown model. This we
intend to follow up on th: nsxt trip to S=la.

Glen Merr of 5 Oliver Ave., Fulham Gardens, Adelaide has
written asking wEet%e“ any Club member could supply him with one dipping
headlamp reflector with solenoid assembly for his T.A. 14. Glen also
needs an inside front door handle for the T.i. 14. These seem commonly
to give up the ghost after some years, with di-cast metal fatiguing and
bre=king. These are a Wilmot Breeden fitting =and should be obtainable
from the agents A.E. Sage & Co., Body Builders, a'Beckett Street, Melb.
Thewreckers zre occazsionally a3 geood source alsﬂ as similar handles-

were fitted to ArmstronzSigdecleyRiley and we think, Wolseley in the
immediate post-war:-peried.

* * * * * * *

CARS WANTED, FOR SALE, ETC.

Hawthorn MotorWreckers have a T.A. 21 forwrecking. e
understand that the main damage is a bent front door and the rest of
the car seems to be ressonsbly unbent.

E. 19.82 Saloon for sale

Hoy Henderson has his fabriec body S.
for 12 months.

for the sum of £25. The ecar is registstered

i 1)

R.F. Hasek of 10 Charnwood Grove, St. Kilda, hes for szle a
1951 T.C. 21 3-1litre Registercd No. VF.534, at approximately £T50.
He states that approximstcly £130C was owad on the car on 9/7/136

* * * * * - *

COMPETENT ALVIS SERVICE

Qur Spares R
Fitzroy, for Alvis gre

rar recommends N.H. Rhodes of 78 Brunswick St.,
general routine servicing including vintage
gars. It EDpEaTS Nr. g held ths Alvis franchise for a_short _time
before this was taken ov y Devon Hotors. So if you have been
troubled by ham fisted grease flickers at local service stations you

may find refuge from them hers.

Fulm ot
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Serviee Data Section - RESTORATION OF & 12/50 Cont'd.

USAGE OF VALVE REMOVAL TOOL (Sketch shown in July issue)

Attach the lever to the cylinder head by means of the fulcrum bolt
which should pass through one of the four 3/8" stud holes on the manifold
gide. Place a suitasble block of wood in the combustion chamber. Positicn
the U shaped cut away over the valve spring cap and press down the lever
remote from the fulcrum bolt. The valve cotters msy now be removed in
perfect gafety. The length of the fulcrum bolt can be made suitably
adjustable by threading it 1% in at the nut end.

(d) Universal Extractor - (acknowledgements to W. &. M.) Have =z
circular steel plate cut out of 3/4" or lin thick MS plate 72" + %" diameter.
The plate can be lightly marked with g series of concentric rings on one
face to assist drilling it later to suitany job in hand. Drill and tap
the centre of the plate I" BSF for = forecing bolt. Holes are then drilled
in the disc to line up with holes, existing on the component t¢ be remowed.
Suitable sigzed bolts are then used to bolt the disc to the component.

Screw in the forecing bolt to effect extraction. Obstinate parts will
ususlly shift if the centre bolt is given a heavy blow once it is tensioned
against the component. Measurements and holeg for standard jobs are
detsiled below:-—

(i) Cam Shaft Pinion - Drill two 5/16" holes on = diamter each
25/132 ins from the centre.

(ii) Crankshaft and Dynamo Pinions - Drill two 7/16 irn. holes on
another dlameter each 13/16 in. from the centre.

(iii) Hubs. - Drill 5 eguidistant 4" holes on a 3" pitech circle.

(iv) Hardy spicer prop shaft flanges - Drill 6 equidistant 3/8"
holes on a 2 in. pitch circle.

(e) Brake Shoe Sprinss Lever - This tool makes the replacement of shoe
springs a very easy task. 1ts making takes no longer than putting on one
spring by the usual brute force snd swear words method. Obtain o piece of
12 to 15 in. long tube, 3" diameter is more suitable if your shoes have
round hooks, §" diameter is quite adequate for shoes with the smaller
rectangular hooks. The tube should have a wgll thiclmess of 1/16 in.

.Shape one end as shown below by first sawing down the tube on its longitudin-
al centre line for about 3/8" and then through the tube half way to meetthe
bottom of the =aw cut. The exact dimensions are not critical, an old

push rod tube will in fzce suffice.

Useage - Hook the bottom end spring ey=2 on to itsbrake shoe stud,
poke the tool cut-away end through the upper spring 2ye fto rest on
the upper shoe stud, yank up the free end of the lever and -
& 8w B E e R oa s E o - . itls Oni

(f) Piston Ring Clamps - These can be obtained at most HALFORDS ps in

sho
the requisite mm sizes for 2/94. It is also possible to replace z piston
and rod gssembly back into an assembled engine from the bottom end, but
these clamps will prove unsuitable for this and s home-made clamp is required.
Take an empty tin can that has a diameter of +72mm., Heinz 57 variety baked
bean tins are suitable. Cut out a 8" x 13" wide tin plate strip. 0il
the piston with light o0il to permit clamp to slide freely. Wrap the tin
plate strip sround the piston head tc cover all the rings and clamp into
position with several very strong elastic bands to compress the rings.

The piston can now be pushed into the bore and the ring clamp dismantled
and removed from the base chamber.



() Engine Lifting Tackle = I have effected engine changes most
succegsfully by myself using a HALTRAC MIDGET (Auto Lock) HOIST, MODEL No.
44A. The mgximum safe working load of these hoists is 350 lbs., the weight
of a 12/50 engine complete with 21l suxiliaries including the clutch. One
must however wear gloves on the hsavier lifts of this order or the nylon
cord cuts into the hand. The hoist pscks away in a box measuring 11" x 3"
X 22" and weighs only 12lbs. At £4. T. 6d. it's an extravagant luxury,
but it would be pleasant to receive one as a birthday or Christmas present.

draulic - Screw jacks are all very well, but 2 small, light
hydraulic jack is a2 joy to usse. I find mv EVERSURE 902 has all the right
attributes. It cosi 70/- =and makes a superb birthday present. (I hope
this hint works for you).

SOME GENERAL POIATS

2. Spares - A considerable number of components are readily available
from Alvis Ltd. If the items reguired are 'on the shelf' they are
generally sent by return of post or the same day if ordered by
telephone and your credit is good. Admittedly the costs are higher
than comparable components for the modern day car but you are paying
for high grade materials. The greater the demand on Alvis for any
specific pasrt the mere likely they are to provision that spare.

13+ Rememrber to guote the model number when writing for spares as there
are some differsnces between parts for different models of-the 12/50.

14. I have found it pays to be on friendly terms with the gaffer at a
breakers yard or two. These friendships regquire careful cultivation
and occasional liaiscn visits. Never go to a yard desperately in
need of a spare because a bresker, like a customs official, has a
gixth sense and will charge according to your need and not according
to the wvalue of the spare he sells you. My best buys have been made
when I was able toc bid nonchalantly for what I didn't want. The best.
effort was a 12/40 engine delivered 25 miles to me for nothing! If
you come across a bargain in s scrap yard, be public spirited and snap
it up. Then offer it for sale in the bulletin if you don't want it;
make a few shillings on the deal, you deserve it for helping to
preserve the marque.

15- On page 1 of Appendix 2 is listed the seccond-hand spares pricings
bracket of s numrber of assembliez and much sought after components.
The lower price is for parts in coor order and the higher for gcod
condition gspares. This list is compiled from having taken note of
the second-hand form cover the last ten years. Prices for second-
hand spares seem to be relatively stable.

16. Reconditioning worn parts - The standard procedure on most components
of the ghaft variety is of course to grind or turn down io a smaller
dimension to remove wear scorings asnd to fit an oversize matching
component. However, sometimes the oversize match cannot be obtzined
or the component requiring the grinding would become unduly weak.

In this event a sclution is to be found in building-up the work part
to a suitable dimension. There are three methods of doing this
currently in use:-

(a) Welding - This is used for instance for making up volve faces
nStellite™ being nazed. Brake can shafts can be built up in
this way and ground to the necessary final dimengsion. Starter
ring gear teeth are often reclaimed by welding and hand-filing.
Small loeal engineering firms with welding/grinding facilities
can undertake such tasks.

(b) Electro-depogition - Nickel or chrome deposits may be used.
Nickel 1= cheagper, not so hard and more esgsily mschined and is
guite suitable for certain applications i.e. making the stub
axle a good %tight fit to the hub boaring inner tracks. Hard
chrome deposits are more expensive, harder wearing and require
finish grinding. Conft*d. v
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(b) Cont'a. Hard chrome 3dzposits of up to .015/.02C in. can be
made successfully. The crankshaft, cam shaft, half shaft
working surfsces, oil pump drive shaft etc. can be reclaimed
effectively by this methed. Britachrome Ltd. and most plating
firmg do this w~ork.

(c) Metal Spraying - Metal spraying can be done in almost any
metal. The ‘deposit is always rough and regquires furning or
grinding down to z finished =zize. Crankshafts, cam shafts,
brake drums, brake cam shafts and stub axles can be reclaimed in
this manner. Matalisation Ltd. are specialists in this field
and Prince Machines.

The latter two methods do NOT imvolve the application of heat to the
component being built up so there is no danger of distortion taking
place. It will be reglised these methods do not strengthen the
component but simply incresgse dimensions. ¥elding*repairs may even
weaken the parent metal if incorrect welding technigues sre employed.

Standards of Warkmanshi - Set your sights high right from the start,
you will never regret having spent that extra hour herc =nd there to
achieve accurate TOTEM&H“HIP with a high standard of finish.
Invarisbly one is seized with pangs of remorse for a poorly executed
job. There are a nurcber of old sayings that have more than a ring

of truth in them in restoration work:-

More haste, less gpeecd!

A stitch in time saves Aine!

Cut onee, messure twice!

Highly polished, deseply seratched.

B erh1h£ applicable words of the sage 10 yourself when tempte&

e = .3-5r i‘r‘r@% —m ""‘{:"_ —-F-—-*-""- e e = '—‘i?""-—qa-.-puu--j

4 Last Thoagyt - If you pogsSess a camera make a photographic
reeord of your labour,' - before, during and after.

CHAPTER 11

THE DISMANTLING

Background roading - All of Chapter 11 (W. & M.) is relevant. Ons

is advised not to suborn slaves into doing any of the detailed
dismantling, otherwise interesting and perhaps vital points of detail
may es¢ape you. It is far better to dismantle the car yourself, call-
ing for gssistance on the engine and body lifts out only.

Hints and tips:- (a) BRetain every item removed from the car however
badly damaged or worn; invariably these bits (particularly in bodywork
respects) prove to be invaluable patterns or templates later on. The
electric wiring is the one exception to this rule and if in a bad state
should be thrown gway. However, save the heavy current cable if this
can be taped or slecved as it is expensive to replace. Alsc kecep all
wiring clips. Be warned against leaving the ngstiest looking bits
lying where GREMLINS can get them, I once left a bucket of anti-freeze
in the cellar and several days later was asked "What had I meant by
leaving a bucket of dirty water asbout", a pound went down #he drain
that time. Another time I left g rear door arch member lying on a
drawing board in my office overnight awgiting drawing. I'd spent
several hours sticking soms fifty pieces of rotten wood together and

an ounce or two of panel pins.reconsiructing the arch to use simply as
a pattern. The next day a warm fire greeted ms st the start of work -
the wheel arch had helped kindle that firel!l

To be continued in next issue.




