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TRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The most important event of the year for thke Australian
Alvis movemert is drawing closer, with the Welcoming Dinner of the
First Natioral Alvis Rally being held on Sunday, the 28th of April.
The Rally starts in earnest on Monday, 29-4-91, and closes on
Fridey evening, the 3rd of May. This timing allows entrsnts to the
Rally the whole weekend vprior to the evert to irdulge in a leis-
urely drive to the Rally venue, and the weekend following to drive
home, again in a leisurely fashion.

The planning for the Rally has been most extensive angd
comrrehensive and is now complete with all the fipal arrangements
having been made,

It is planned to devote most of the.April Monthly Neeting
to discussion of the Rally. So, come 2long to the meeting, learn
about the Rally and have any ouestions answered,

BOE GRAHAM.

KALORAMA

The arnual Kalorama Rally on Sunday the 17th of ¥arch was
the usual great day. The weather was rerfect, the events good,
the company marvellous and the lies enormous. Seen on the day -

John Twomey Speed 25
Ron Wilson Firefly
Rex Roberts 12/40
Bob Graham TB 14
David Caldwell TA 14

David Wischer
Richard Tonkin
Bill Barber

Errors in the March MNewsletter
1) Rov Verderson's Telephone No is 704 7549
2) The correct spelling is "derendent"



ALVIS AGNITIONS.

If there are too many spelling mistakes in this Newsletter it is because your
EDITOR was dazzled at his last visit to the Club Rooms. The painting gang
did a magnificent job at their working bee in February. Congratulations - it
looks great. We missed RON WILSON at the last meeting - not because his
words mean so much to us but he is very useful in keeping the President to
the point and putting him on reasonably good behaviour. Don't stay away too
often Ron, we need you to keep in him order! I hear that RICHARD TONKIN has
the engine out of the TA 21 and is working to get it ready for the National
Rally. BROCE JORSS is also working hard to get the 12/50 ready for its
journey to the Naticnal Rally - from its new home in Queensland. He is
having a new crank shaft made. Also from Queensland PAIL REED will be
bringing the 12/50. He has been working hard on his steering. GEOFF HOOD
has fitted three carburettors to the Silver Eagle, having made up a new inlet
manifold and altered the exhaust manifold. He is now working on the interior
trim. MIRRAY AND CIATRE FTITCH have just moved from Oakleigh to Glenrowan -
presumably to be closer to the true heart of Alvis in Victoria! BOB GRAHAM
has finished the wooden framing of the Speed 20 and has got the TB 14 back on
the road and run-in in time for the Echuca Rally. KEVIN BROCE denies having
an MG. I don't know where that mis-information came from. Perhaps if he has
a careful look in the corner of his shed there may be something he has failed
to notice. DAVID CALDMWELL reported that GARY RIGG died two years ago.
Unfortunately, this information has not reached the Club until now. David
has found badge enamellers able to work on curved ones. (see FSW, this
issue.) JOHN TWOMEY reports that forty-seven members are financial. This is
good for this time of year but please don't sit back. If you haven't paid
please send your cheque to John as soon as possible.

ED.

o "Perhaps you should change
your subscription from ACCV,to stationary engine. "

3.



4.

Dear Sir,

Reference Fehruary 1991 issue page 3, I quote:- "that Neway Wheels of
Preston are about the only firm in Australia still prepared to make and
refurbish wire wheels". Surely you mean Melbourne? All the Jaguar, Morgan,
MG, Triumph, Austin Healey, Alvis, Vauxhall and Bentley owners here in Sydney
have no trouble in having all their wheel problems solved locally.

Same issue page 10, I quote:- "The prototype was later dismantled and
its engine placed in a rear drive chassis (No. 2929) racer and shipped to
Australia. This was the car which Phil Garlick drove so well and eventually
crashed". I am now into my forty seventh year of Alvis ownership and am
always hoping and willing to learn of vintage Alvis lore. However, the facts
of the above statement are new to me and I would like to hear from Alvis
12/50 Historians as to whether it is correct or not.

We all enjoy your views in the Newsletter, without necessarily agreeing
with them.

Regards.
ATAN GRIFFIN.

Details of who fixes wheels, who to ring, where to go and comments on guality
of work is just the sort of detail that this Newsletter wishes to publish.

ED.

INCOME TAX.

I think it must be due to a different interpretation of the Taxation Laws by
the Australian Tax Office and I am sure the all important “Incorporation"
comes into it as well. The painful fact is that the Club is now liable to
pay income tax at 55% on any income to the Club deriving from interest on its
investments which exceeds $416.00 per annum. John Twomey reported this fact
at the last general meeting. During most recent years this would not create
much of a problem because the Club's investment income is not usually much in
excess of that figure. However an important part of the Club's function is
the provision of spare parts for members. Bob Graham reported that our
spares do sell well so we should make an effort to place as much of the
Club's capital in spare parts rather than allow it to accumulate in interest
bearing deposits. There was general agreement about this and all those
remanufacturing activities which are being advertised continue and, hopefully,

be expanded.
ED.

"RED PIATE PERMITS" - VICTORIA.

The new rules regarding driving your car on a “"Classic/Historic Permit® have
been better defined and it looks as though the new scheme should be fair to
the owner and reasonably easy to administer. If you want further details

and/or to avail yourself of the service the A.C.C.V. offers please contact

Fex Roberts Tel. 03 758 3365.
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GUING SThaIGHT.

I slmost chaenged my mind about buying my 12/50 three years ago because of the steering.
That favourite road-tester's cliche, "light and sensitive" definitely didA't apply

to this car. It was heavy ana dead, had no feel, and although it was fairly direciion-
ally stable on smooth roads, it jumped around alarmingly on bumps. dlso, the riae

was very harsh and it suffered from severe axle wind-up under heavy breking. It also
suffered from the occcasional low speed wobble. It now steers tolerably well, not
brilliant, but aceceptable, but it has taken a lot longer than I thought.

First I cured the léw speed wobble by tightening the Fitman arm on the steering box
shaft. I widened the slot in the arm with a double width hacksaw, then clamped it
shut in a vice and warmed it with oxy. I had to wedge it apart to refit it to the
squared shaft, but it's never come loose again.

Next I had the springs reset. This rather crude peocedure involved briefly heating
each leaf and belting the hell out of it with & sledgehammer on & worn out (conecave)
anvil. There didn't seem to be much science involved and nothing was measured. By the
way, resetting a spring like this doesn't alter it's spring rate, but only it's shape
and hence it's pre-load. I oilea each leaf with moly paste before assembling the spring
The car sat higher, but the ride was still very harsh, so I removed one leaf from exch
front spring, shortened it, ana put it back on top of the spring pile upside down to
act as a buffer. This gave a softer ride and almost completely eliminated the wind-up.

1 experimented for months with caster wedges and toe-in adjusiment. I was prepared to
sacrifice scme stability to get lighter steering, by using two degree caster wedges,
thentried to get some stability back by increasing the toe-in one turn to § inch.

Then I made a big mistake. I drove Warwick Barnett's 12/50. His steering was so much
lighter ana more sensitive than mine that I nearly wept. It also had more self-certer-
ing and directional stabilty. 1 coula make mine steer light, or I could make it steer
straight, but not both.

1 was in the dark as to the actual measurements of caster and camber, because I could
not find anycne who had an aligner that would cope with 23 inch wheels. Then Al=n
Telfer told me that he had his Lotus 7 set up by a chap namea Ian Peters at Chapel Hill
who races s Formula Ford. lan has beaut little levels and guages that attach to the
hub insteaa of the rim, so the wheel diameter doesn't matter. He adjusts the settings
on his Ford to suit each circuit.

lhe correct settings for my 12/50 are 23 degrees camber, 2 9/10 deg caster, 7z deg
king pin inclination, and # inch tee-in. ky left front wheel had lj camber and 13
caster, while the right had 1 degree camber and 3 degree castier. I wasn't really
surprised, as normal road shocks cause a gradual reduction in camber, and John Kent
had told me he thought that the axle was slightly twisted.

Jan also told me that he thought the bump-steer could be caused by uneven spring
settings. He checks the pre-load on his Formula Ford by weighing the car at each
wheel, and trims the suspénsion pre-load on each spring-shocker unit with a fine-
threaded screw ring until both sides of the car weigh the same. Translating this to
the Alvis, if the two front eprings don't have the same amount of set, (pre-load)
it will cause one siace to dip more than the other on bumps, making it steer in that
direction. If diasgonal wheels are light, the car gets a diagonal pitching motiom.
That's what mine felt like. I couldn't weigh each wheel, lan's scales are too light,
so 1 measurea the height of the chassis above a concrete floor, with the dampers
slackened rignt off. The rear was 0K, but at the front, one side measured 18 inches
and the other side 184. Off came the springs again, and sure enough there was .a ;
inch difference in the camber of the spring. I should have had them reset at a more
competent place, but instead, I mixed and matched the leaves until they were equal.
This made a surprising difference to it's behavicur cn rough roa:s .
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Next, I haa the axle straightenea at Fortuna Engineering. It only cost 70 dollars,
but with the correct factory settings, the steering was unacceptably heavy again,
s0 back went the 2 aegree wedges. I can't explain why this should be.

There had always been about one inch play at the rim of the steering wheel. My car
has an Alvis steering box, with a worm ana wheel; The Marles box, with it's worm and
roller, is a much better principle. I even bought cne, off a 20/60 Vauxhall, with
the intention of modifying it to fit the 12/50, but have changed my mind, sc it's
available to anyone who wants to try. Instead, I moved the Fitman arm 90 degrees on
the squared shaft, presenting a virtually unworn part of the wheel to the worm. The
play is now less than  inch, and the wander further reduced.

Next, 1 found that cne front wheel had been spokea up with consicerably more offset
than the other, which alters the "serub radius", i.e., the distance between the

centre of the contact patch and the point where the king pin axis meets the ground.
1 selected two wheels with equal offset for the front. The rear is not as critical.

Finally, I swappea my 23 inch wheels with Graham Singer for his 21 inch wheels. I
can't detect any aifference in the steering, but the car feels more stable, and is
more predictable in rough bends, as the back end coean't let go as easily, probably
aue to better quality tyres. lerhaps I should try 5.00 X 21s on the back ?

With all these "improvements", you'd expect it to handle like a Lotus, or at least an
MG. It doesn't, but it's much more enjoyable to arive than before. It was wortih the

effort.
I‘E.U.l RB'EQD

Dear Ed,

I worship the ground on which he walks.

I walk on my hands so as not to sully his footprints.

I swoon every time I see his tobacco stained moustache wiggle -

And what do I get? My name left off the list of lazy layabouts at the
working bee - Shame!

But sweet revenge - when we are dining on roast pork at the Annual bash -
his lot will be bread (stale) and water.

Roy Boy.
P.5. Regarding Parts & Instruction Books -

my correct phone No. is (03) 704 7549
and postcode 3805.

Oh, Ye Gods, Mr. Pres. You've been and gone and done it now! Take your second
with you!



The ideal car that didn’t
make the motor show
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Ford TX3 Hatchback which aciu-
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massive roebber bumper all

around. It should be of tough iri-
descent metsl that does not re-
‘quire painl. Teerefore, il does not
scraich.

Second, it ks easy to paric It can
g0 forwards, sideways and $pin on
its axis Sorely (his is oot
the fechmical skilis of our
cagineers?

Raiher than long and low, my
car is shorl and high. They design
cars now 1n wind tunneis. What
for? My car is going to be elegant
ke a vinlage lelephone box. You
doa'l have to cringe to get inlo L
It has & hook on lop so thai you
could holst it up for easy storage
in parking areas. Tuck it away
like & coat on & hanger.

Third, it is actuaily made of
real metal. You could stand on lhe

roof &i picnic race meetings.
Fourth, (he windows provide

meal, the rest of the dama lhing
provides a bit of protection.

Fifth, the cogine is in (he
middle and underneath. It is eco-

Seveath, It will have supert
locking arrangements, including s
lock on the steering wheel actual
ly provided by the manufscturer.
There will be olher comforts sach
&5 bull-in Breathalyzer, carry-
away chimer clock for wse with
parking meters and slide-out
shopping basket There will be a
panel oo (he side to push your bas-
kel in. No awkward leaning or
bending.
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No, my car will have 5 came o
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from "THE AGE". Melbourne. March 1990.
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FILLER CAPS
How Quick-acting Types Have Been Evolved: No
Excuse for Serew Filler Caps Even on Touring Cars
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S.CH DAVIS

"KRutocar" 25/3/'32.

This article appeared in "The Magazine" of the Malaysia & Singapore Vintage Car Register, January 1988
and is reproduced here by kind permission of Julian Collins, Editor.



RED TRIANGLE LTD SPARES:-

Spares now back in stock Price Each P & P

- TD/TE/TF Chassis Frame £ 2950.00

- Above with hot dip zinc galvanised

rust protection 3250.00

- TA/TC Front wings 765.00 18.00 pr

- TA/TC 21 Rear wings (with spats) 585.00 15.00 pr
B10664 TC Bootlid Motif p.o.a. 1.50
B10450 TC Headlamp Motif p.o.a. 2.00 pr

(the above two items are original
type brass pressings with soldered studs)

C7284 TC Front Bumper 385.00  10.00 ea
C7288 TC Rear Bumper 385.00 10.00 ea
C72B5/6/9/0 TC Bumper Overiders £5.00 3.00 pr
N15242/3 Speed 25 0il1 Pump Gears 23.40
N17763 TA 14 Engine Mtgs Front p.o.a.
N18795 TA 14 Engine Mtgs Rear p.c.a
N15605/6 Speed 20/25 Rear Engine Mtg Rubbers

(moulded in oil resistant rubber) 19.50 pr 2.00 pr

We are currently investigating the re-manufacture of the 10 toothed starter
motor pinions used on a number of the pre-war models i.e. Speed 20/25.
keep costs down, we would like prospective purchasers to register their

interest with us and then we hope to make reasonable sized batch.

To

Red Triangle Ltd., Common Lane, Kenilworth, Warwickshire, CVE8 2EL, U.K.

Tel. 0926 57303. Fax. 0926 57305.

INSURANCE FOR THE CLUB.

Incorporation of the Club and changes in litigation have brought about a need
for more insurance. John Twomey has been able to greatly improve our
protection with only a minimal increase in premium. That's good news John.

ED.

Remember the Auction Night on Friday 16th August 1991.
Start collecting your, hopefully useful, spares NOW!

MAY NEWSLETTER.
COPY DEADI.TNE
WEDNESDAY Bth MAY 1991.

This is a week later than usual, because of the National Rally.
The May Newsletter will therefore be later than usual and will
probably not arrive in time to remind you of the May General

Meeting.

So remember, May General Meeting: Friday 17.5.91.
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s v FOR SALE & WANTED.
- National Alvis Speres offers this month:-
i A TAa 21

Flexible 0il Line - Engine to Gauge $15.00 each
i LITER, Universal Joint 1 pair only £30.00 each
38 Wheel Nuts £3.00 each
514 Exhaust Valves 1 set only $30.00 each
Ko, Inlet Valves 2 sets £30.00 each
Bear 0il Seal - Crankshaft £15.00 e=ach

Battery Isolating Switches. These have a removable

Kknob which cuts all electrical power so you can walk $18.00 each
away with the knob in your pocket knowing that your car

cannot be started.

ENGINE MOUNT RUBBERS.
The Club is arranging production of the following:-
3 Litre Front & Rear
Ta 14 Front & Rear.
New Engine Mounts are dependent on members forwarding old engine mount
rubbers and steel plates to R. Graham as soon as possible.

THE STORY OF THE RED TRIANGLE by Ken Day. One copy is still for sale.
Bob Graham will take it to the National Rally where it will undoubtedly
sell. If you want it, be quick. $67.50.

MANUALS & SPARE PARTS LISTS.

TC 12/40, SA 12/40, SA 12/50, SB 12/50 Instruction Book & Spare Parts List

TE 12/50, 'TF 12/50 Spare Parts.
TA 14/75 Spare Parts.
D 16/95, TB 19.82, TC 19.8d Spare Parts.
SB 12/70 Spare Parts & Instruction Book.(Separate)
TF 16.95 Silver Crest Spare Parts & Instruction Book.(Separate)
19.82 Silver Crest Instruction Book
19.82 Speed 20 SA & SB Spare Farts
25.63 3% Litre SA & SB Spare Parts
31.48 4.3 Litre SA Spare Parts & Instruction Book.(Separate]
TA 14 Spare Parts & Instruction Book
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TA 21, TC 21, TC 21/100 Spare Parts
TD 21 Series II, TE 21 Spare Parts
TD 21 Series II Instruction Book

RDY HEn.dErSO";
47 Fountain Drive, Narre Warren.Vic 3804
Tel. 03 704 7549

(Roy will take your order to the National Rally)

SPARE PARTS AT THE NATIONAL RALLY

Geoff Hood has kindly offered to transport your order to the National
Rally, but please be kind to him and do not ask him to carry a rear axle
or complete chassis!

12/50 Gears are on the way. The head gaskets are finished. Pedal
rubbers are not ready yet.

Badge enamelling ., including compound curve badges.

Keith and Glad Gray, "The Horse", badge enamellers and engravers, 26
Dickens Street, Ascot Vale. Vic. Tel. 03 370 1091.

PRIVATEERS.

FOR SALE. TA 14 Chassis with front and rear axles and wheels. Whole
motor in bits. $1,500.00. O0.N.O. David Caldwell. Tel. 03 729 5821.

WANTED. C.A.V. starter motor for 12/50 TE. Alister Cannon.Tel. 059 683 796.
WANTED. Set of hood frames and bows for 12/50. Rex Roberts.
WANTED TO SWAP. One perfectly good flange frame 12/50 crank case

complete with bearing caps. No sump or timing case. Swap for sub-frame
crank case. Rex Roberts. Tel. 03 758 5365,

WANTED. Flange frame 12/50 chassis. Can exchange for narrow Silver
Eagle 14.75 chassis if required. Steve Denner. Tel. 03 B85 4290.

WANTED. Distributor cap for CE 4 Magneto. Robert Sands.
Tel. (After hours.) 03 534 5957.

WANTED. For 12/50 flange frame engine: a) timing cover b) oil filler
cap- Can swap oil filler body and cap for sub frame engine.
Frank Corbett, P.0. Box 218, Kenmore 4069 Brisbane. Tel. 07 378 7280.

WANTED. Protective Cover from front of rear mudguard (passenger side) to
suit TB 14. R. Graham. Tel. 03 571 3886.

WANTED. Interest in remanufacturing Hartford Shock Absorbers for
12/50's. Contact Richard Unkles. ‘Tel. 03 B57 9417.



[ fL' TEE AUTOCAR, SEFTEMEER I, ID50

A striking combination of graceful lines and quiet,
effortless performance the Alvis Fourteen Special
Sports Tourer has, embodied in its design, all the
famous qualities of the true Alvis tradidon with its
reputation for the highest quality workmanship, high
performance and utmost reliability under exacting

conditions, with a strikingly beautiful but practical body

(One of these "Individual" Motor Cars is in captivity and will be appeari;q
live at the First National Alvis Rally - hopefully accompanied by one of 1it's
"senior" brothers.)



