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and hope for a fine day.
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DRESIDENT'S MESSAGE-

By the time you read this article, the most important event of the Club
Calendar for 1991 will be over -nd all the participants will have returned

home.

I refer to the First MNational Alvis Rally. based on Echuca - Moama. The
opening dinner of the Rally is at the Moama Motor Inn on Sunday evening, the
28th April and the closing dinner is on Friday the 3rd May.

A1l the previous Interstate Rallies have been very enjoyable but when you get
one with Ron Wilson as Rally Director, well, that is something again! We are
locking forward to a relaxed and relaxing Rally, based on meticulous planning:
it is certainly chock full of interest. We are also 1looking forward to
meeting all our old Alvis friends and seeing those peautiful cars again as
well as some nNew Ones.

BOB_GRAHAM.

Dear John,

Claire and I would like to record in the Newsletter our everlasting
thanks and appreciation for the great assistance SO freely given on moving
day. by Messrs. Wilson, Hood and Graham.

By the way, I have discovered that, contrary to general opinion, Nuvolari
is not dead; he is standing at Stud near Wangaratta!

Things are swinging here in Kelly country. There is a 30,000 gallon tank
going in next week. Claire has just finished digging a 40 ft. hole, 4 ft.
deep to put it in!

However the highlight at Easter was 3 visit by two A.C.C.V. members in a
well known vintage Silver Eagle. I refer of course to Inspector John Kent of
the Wangaratta Constabulary and Geoff Hood.

Must close now as the forelady is cracking the whip.

Regards.

MUBRAY & CILAIRE FITCH.
Church Street, Glenrowan 3675
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AIVIS AGNITIONS.

There is not a lot to report this month. Your Editor has been slack; he
disappeared at publication time and went on the First Alvis National Rally.
There is heaps to report about that highly enjoyable week and it is hoped to
make the June issue aﬁ the Newsletter a "Rally Special". Reports have already
been promised from several States and the issue should include some high
quality photographs of highlights of the Rally. At the time of writing the
Editor has no photographs in his possession at all so please send in a print
(or more) of your favourite scene. Screen printing will be used so the
quality of reproduction should be good but, unfortunately, costs will be high
so there will be room for only six or eight pictures. Please do not send in
anything that you wish to have returned and if you have thought of a good
caption please enclose that. During the week of the Rally there was alot of
fun, good company and a host of magnificant and interesting Alvises. So share
your pleasure with those members who were unable to attend. At this stage the
only comment to be made about the Rally is a special thank you to RON WILSON
for getting it all "just right". What do ex-Rally Directors do when they re-
tire? They pickle tomatoes! Sounds like Ron is getting ready for the Auction!

ED.

JUNE NEWSLETTER
COPY DEAIN.TNE
WEINESDAY MAY 29TH
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ADVICE NEEDED.

I am a sailor in the Australian Navy. My parents live in Western Australia
and my brother-in-law, who lives in South Australia, owns an Alvis.

My father and mother have been busted for drug-rumning and depend upon my two
sisters, who are prostitutes in Melbourne,for a living. My only brother is
serving a life sentence in jail on charges of rape and murder.

I am in love with a prostitute who has syphilis and solicits around the Naval
dockyard. She says she loves me but knows nothing of my family background.
We intend to marry as soon as her illnesses clear up. My being an alcoholic
doesn't bother her at all.

When I get out of the Navy we will open a whorehouse in Brisbane and my two
sisters will work there to keep the business in my family.

The problem is this: I want to marry this girl and bring her into the family
and I want to be honest with her. Should I tell her about my brother-in-law
being an Alvis ownar?



Dear John,

When you asked me to write an article on Disasters I thought that you
meant past ones, but you must have great powers of insight brought forward, no
doubt, by the high office you hold. You meant Future Disasters!

The trip to Adelaide at Easter went well and was made more interesting by
going via Broken Hill where we had 1unch beneath the walls of Little Kremlin,
otherwise known as the BIC. Mallala was our first (and last) event. Practice
showed the Alvis in all her glory, only limited by the two wheel brakes. The
First race was a five lap one and half way round lap one my back wheels locked
solid and I spun off.

Looking in the top of the gearbox showed a broken selector so it was
gearbox out and Kevin Shearer kindly offered to weld it up. We returned to
Adelaide where he and his son-in-law did a really good job. About B.00 pm. I
staggered out of his workshop to find the Holden had heen nicked! (Read on,
it gets worse.) Next day, in a borrowed car, we installed the box to suddenly
find the gear lever had been left in the back of the Holden. Kevin came to
the rescue by welding up a temporary one using some scrap water pipe. So I
just made race one which was an eight lapper which went well even if I was
lapped by the quick cars. However during the warm up lap for the next race
the crankshaft broke - at which time I retired! (Things get better now. )

The cops rang at 5.30 am. next day (after a super night at the Sporting
Car Club of SA) and said they'd found the car, with only minor bits missing.
We retreived the Holden and Alvis and accepted a kind invitation to drive a
Dodge 4 on the Lobethal event. It was super, with all the race cars being
issued with 3 day road permits so one could see a FS000 or an Alta or a Lea
Francis car sprinting around the old GP road circuit.

Tt was a super Speed Week and I must say the Historic Racing mob are
always a pleasure to be with. There was plenty of good driving, lies, good
red or beer afterwards. Nev Webb and Geoff Russell both won heaps of pots and
I was awarded the Hard Luck Trophy as well as the Furthest Travelled one. 1
look forward to the next Speed Week, but next time I'll try not to hit the
other two leprechauns we saw near Broken Hill.

Cheers.

DES DONNAN.

P.S. Good luck at the National Rally.

FRENCH ALVIS CLUB FORMED.

L'Alwvis Club de France has just been formed with its HQ in the South of
France, B8 km. from Avignon. It will extend a warm welcome to any Australian
old car enthusiast whether he has an Alvis or not. The flat rat= subscription
is ten dollars, which will not ruin anybody-

The Club Outlook is international, sporting and anti-red-tape. The magazine
will be unpretentious, irregular and iconoclastic. Technical aspects will not
be neglected and an outspoken correspondence will be encouraged.

Forms of application for membership may be obtained either from Eric

Cunningham or direct from the president :
Peter Black, Chateau Vilbrequin,
30131 Pujaut-en-Provence, France.

Eric Cunningham is suspicious that this may be a Peter Black leg pull! (ED.)
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I found the discussion in the NL as to why people drive on the sides that
they do quite interesting. It was my intention to contribute my six
penyworth earlier but enquiries at the U.S. Consulate took some time.

Dear John,

The origin of the differing practices goes back some 200 years. English
coaches were driven by coachmen who sat on the vehicle itself. This meant
that he had to sit on the right side of the coach so that he could use his
whip. On the other hand, French coaches were driven by postillions who had to
sit on the rear-most horse on the left file, so that he could whip his horses
as required.

As has been already established, the drivers preferred to sit on the
"outer" side of their equippages so that when meeting others coming the other
way, they were in a better position to judge the clearances. Roads were very
narrow, for the most part, in those days. If they so desired, they could
chat to each other.

During the Napoleonic years France occupied the whole of continental
Europe, Sweden and Russia excepted, and all of this area was subject to the
"Code Napoleon". Thus we had the situation whereby the entire population of
the continent drove on the right, with the exception of Sweden. Sweden
changed to "drive on the right" in the late 1950's as the trans-continental
motor traffic made the Swedes feel too insular (and dangerous) in continuing
their old ways.

In the U.S.A. stage coaches were all driven by a driver seated on the
vehicle. This meant that he would normally sit on the right side so as to be
able to use his whip. This being so, why do they drive on the right side of
the road? An enguiry at the U.S. Consulate could not provide the answer. It
could be that the narrow roads common throughout the North American continent
made it safer for the driver to sit on the "outside" so as to see just how
close he was to running over the precipice!

On the continent of Europe some makers stuck to a right hand driving
position although the road rules insisted on driving on the right hand side of
the road. Etore Bugatti, for instance, never built a left hand drive car in
his life. Similarly, it was only in the years after WWZ the Lancia and Alfa
Romeo offered cars with left hand drive. 2Ah! The lure of the export dollar!
This type of snobbery was also to be found amongst the upper crust U.S.
manufacturers. Pierce-Arrow for instance retained their controls on the right
side of the chassis for many years.

Of course the septic tanks have so often done the right thing for the
wrong reasons. Eurpoean GT cars were generzally trimmed in black so as to
avoid annoying reflections. Now even the most staid of American touring cars
looks positively funereal on the inside. By the same toksn the most
fashionable position for the control lever for an automatic transmission is
between the front seats. However, since this control is usually used only
twice per joummey it could perhaps be better located where it originally was -
on the steering column.

I hope that these rambling remarks will at least explain why the
Europeans and the made Englessh drive as they do.

BITLIL BARBER.

i



NOTES FROM THE NATIONAL ALVIS RALLY

At the Echuca Rally Red Triangle

Where great motels Ron managed to wangle
They came from afar

In each type Alvis car

No matrer what Angle of Dangle,

On the first afterncon Bev and Bob
Were doing a wonderful job

Of providing the nosh

Toothsome nibbles so posh

I'11 go home resembling a blob.

Have you heard about redheads & Bruce Jorss?
They tell me they've seen nothing worse!
Rumour says that the deed

Was done by Paul Reed

But neither admits it, of course.

Please call on Ron Wilson and Gwen
They've said they will satisfy all men
Or almost, you know

They can't =satisfy Joe

Or Tom Dick or Harry, or Kem,

Who was it who had a birthday

Started throwing his two cents away
And took change of a dollar

Until a great holler

Made him save it to try the next day?

On the drive out to old Perricoota
Royboy brought his antique brass hooter
Bur we just couldn't trust it

So removed our Alvis mascot

To be sure and foil any looter.

During lunch at the Aquatic centre

Many worked on the Wilson Brain Bender
In fact to be seen

Was some chap called Dean

Beating his head on a Grey Lady's fender.

Eric Cunningham records Alvis history
So if your car's a bit of a mystery
Just give Eric a call

He'll research it all

ind the language won't ever be blistery.

Captain Ahab's a bit of a star
With his white "beluga whale" car
So you'd better start zooming
When you see them looming

Have you heard of beluga caviare?

ALICE

Stop press! We've just heard it was Dale
Who asked for the redhead on trial

Just for horizontal tutoring

That dance on the futon

Don't you feel that's beyond the pale?

Ron Wilson our Rally Director

Has become a new star we can hector
For what with the rally,

The speeches, and the telly

He seems to have won a trifecta.

After the dirt road leading to Barmah

Ron and his gang checked their Karma

There's so many imprecations

Re the "blank blank" corrugations

They are scared of the dire threats of harm-a,

" ook through keyholes?" said Bill,"™Never more
I've been hit by a ladies' loo door

It was wielded by Kay

But I got in the way

And Rosemary wouldn't lift me off the floor.™

I must say by their absence they're conspicuous
They made quite a few Alvis look ridiculous
Your luck's better, sir, than mine
If you =spotted a road sign
Should we order some next Christmas from

St. Nicholas’®
If you're talking to Barbara and Mick
Please don't search that furceat for a rick
That's been done already
Tho'! it looks more like & teddy
ind besides Barbara's got a strong kick.

If you want to talk Alvis with Max

Flease be sure that you know all your facts
But if it's for repair

He'll be sure to help you there

He's been Alvis long enough to learn the knack.

Now we've come to the end of our Rally
And forth to our homes we will sally
With memories of fun

ind good things we have done

ind new friends we can add to our tally.

—BONNIE YOUNG.




BEGINNER'S GUIDE TO THE DASHBOARD.

(With apologies to "You Have Been Warned" by Fougass & McCullough. 1935.)
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FOR THOSE WHO ARE WEAK AT THE KNEES.

This axplanation of the workings of the Dewandre Vacuun Agsisted Eral{i:".g .
System comes out of a handbook for the 1931 Hillman "Vortic", Sut may be or

intsrest to thoss wvho have power orakes.

BRAKES. How it Operates.—The normal pasitions of the various paris
when the brake is not in use are a3 illustrated (Fig. 8], the levers
C and D resting against the stop M. When the brake pedal =
depressed and 2 pull exerted on the rmd £, the lever C s pull

forwarr, causing a push on the rod | and so opening through

Internal expanding brakes, operated by rod and cable linkage,
are fitted, the pedal. assisted by a Dewandre Servo motor, operates
on the four wheels, whilst the hand brake acts on the rear wheels

only

i rocking fever K the valve A, which puts the suction cyfinder % int
A simple means of adjustment is provided for the foot brake in communication with the suction pipe of the engine.  The suction

a single hand adjuster situated under the foorbeard in front of acting on the piston P exerts a pull on the lower end of the leve

the driver’s sear, which, tarned clockwise, takes up all four brakes . which, using N as its fulerum point, carries with it the lever I

at the tame time  This is the mam adjustment and is used to aml angments or & : he push on rod F o the ratie of 4 10

compensate for general lining wear 5 on the part of the Scrvo to 1 applier b the driver

Tt i essential that the brakes be mamtained in correct balance
For this purpose separate adjustments are provided at each brake
camshalt, hand screws for the front wheels and nots for the rear
wheels

To balance the brakes, jack up all four wheels clear of the ground
First take up the main adjustment and then separately adjust rach
wheel until it can just be turned hy hand. When all wheels require
the same effort to tum them, screw back the main adjustment
until the wheels are just free ¢ adjustment is now complete
and further adjustments are made to the main adjuster as reqired

Tt 1% advisable to check the brakes for balance from time to time.
A4 simple indication as to whether the brakes are correctly balanced
i given by the heat of the drums alter the brakes have been applied.
When they are all approximately of cqual temperature, it may be
assumed that the brakes are correctly balanced, but il one or more
drums are warmer than the athers, it is probable that they are 100
closely adjusted.

If it is eventually found that all the main adjustment has been
taken up, it should be screwed back, the front brake adjuster
screwed up, and the rear cables be fAtted to another hole, after

which balance the brakes as previously explained Fig. &.
Tu miljust the haml hrake, the cable connections should b treated As oo as the lulcrom point K beenmes srationany (that is. whe
n the same way as these of the foot brake no further movemsent of the brake pedal takes place), the pull of
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e FOR SALE & WANTED. J;’

ALage

N— National Alvis Spares offers this month:-

17, Thomas St

E. Doncagter

¥ic. 3109.

Te 03 B4Z 21E1

e ENGINE MOUNTS.
3 Litre ront $£30.00

Rear £30.00

TA 14 Front $£30.00

TA 15 Eear $30.00

fob Graham, _

15. Clacks see., Speed 25 Rear (gearbox) 4 only $£30.00

Vig. 3162,

it L The rubber section of the engine mount is replaced with a flexible

synthetic resin. This is a little harder than rubber. They have

been tested by the Club and give excellent service. It is requested
that the old steel plates from the engine mounts be returned to the
Club when ordering new mounts. This way, the supply can be kept up.

3 Litre Spares.

Water Inlet Pipe to head. C7403 £30.00
Valve Collets. (5825 (small quantity) $4.00

C6976 (inlet only) $5.00
Manifold Gasket Sets $15.00
Gudgeon FPins. c4207 $15.00
Steering Drag Link withk ball ends. (5842 £75.00
Con-rod Slipper Bearings — 50 thou. 1 set. £70.00

REPRINTS. Reprints of Instruction Manuals and Spare Parts Catalogues for
most models of Alvis cars are now available. Prices of most of these
professionally produced Reprints is $20.00 plus P & P.

LAPEI. BADGES. New stock. . £5.00

12/50 Head gaskets are available.
12/50 Gears are on the way. Pedal rubbers are not yet ready.
PRIVATEERS.

FOR SALE. TA 14 Chassis with front and rear axles and wheels. Whole
motor in bits. $1,500.00. O0O.N.Q. David Caldwell. Tel. 03 729 5821.

WANTED. Interest in remanufacturing Hartford Shock Absorbers for
12/50's. Contact Richard Unkles. Tel. 03 857 9417.

WANTED. For 12/50 (to save me having to make them) Manifold. Complete
gear lever. Complste hand-brake lever. Brake drum. Front spring

shackle N 2449. Front wing stay N 3038. Hand-brake shaft drop lever

N 4538. Bob Anderson, 163 Wellington Rd., Dianella.6062 Tel.09 275 3494.
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HILE the Ministry of Transport

seven-year lest is stringent, it

requires no more of a car than
that jts braking performance should
approximate to what it was when the car
was new, [here is, however, a maore
responsihle body of opinion which feels
that it might be a good idea, especially
with vintage sporis cars, to bring stop-
ping power nearer to modern standards.

This is the aim of work being done by
Winforton. Motors, near Hay-on-Wye,
Brecknockshire, for owners of the old
Alvis Speed 20 and its denvanves. As a
result of coasiderable thought by Mr.
E. M. H. Cairnes, the propnetor of Win-
forton Meotors, the conversion is a simple
one, involving very few new parts other
than the hydraulic gear.

On a recent visit to Winforton we were
ible to compare the braking performance
of 3 1932 Specd 20 Alvis Tourer, firted
with this conversion, with thar of a later,
but unmodificd. Alvic Speed 25 which
helong: to Mr. Cairnes. The braking
performance of the modified car is com-
nlerely  iramsformed. Although  beavy
pedal pressures ars reguired, they are not
rut of keeping with the character of the
car. To obtain the car’s best retardanon
of 25ft per sec., 160lb peda] pressure was
recessary. While this mught be gquite
within the scope of the average male, 1
might be rather a lor for a woman. Pedal
pressures of 100Mb produced a retardation
rate of 13ft per sec.

MNext the test equipment was fitted 10
the Speed 25, which retained its oniginal
<¢lf-servo Bendix system. A 100Ib pedal
pressure gave almost the same results as
with the conversion, namelv, 11t per scc..

but pressure increases bevond this proe-
duced relatively linle extra effect, the best
resulr, ar 15016 pressure, being a rate of
160t per sec. This fipure was raken when
the brakes were cold, as it was fele thar
the self-servo svstem, with the type of
lining normally firred, could casily pro-
duce fade. At the end of the est, dunng
which 15 applications were made, fade was
already beginming 1o sct in, and a further
tentative attempt at the 180l fgure
revealed 3 considerable redugrion in brak-
ing power,

Asx we have sand. the Winforon con-
version is 2 simple one.  Ar the front the
main work consists of redrilling the brake
back plates to take Girling wheel cylin-
ders, shortening the onginal brake shoes
and welding on end pads 1o ke the wheel
sviinder thrust. The master cylinder is
also by Girling; v is firred inside and
parallel with the righa d chassis mcm-
ber, and is operated m the cxisting

Arresting

Developments at

o Hydroulic brake conversion (0 an Aivig
Speed Twenty as described in the 1exf™

T'he cost of this conversion is £35, fired,
which includes all the hydraulic gear and
new rear-brake cables, [t is emphasized
that the conversion will not be offered as
a kir, because a certain amount of skilled
fitting is reguired. Winforton Motors
feel that rthis is too much of a respon-
sibility for amateurs. At an additonal
price, which so far has not been decided.
a stiffened brake drum of the rype fitted
o servo-hraked Alvis can be supphed:
unformunately stocks of thess parts are
extremely limited.

It was encouraging 1o se¢ the enthusiasm
at Winforton for these older Alvis. Apart
from the cars tested, there were several
more Speed 20 and Speed 255, besides
other examples of the marque. We were
told rthat » reconditioned engine is always
kept in siock aleng with many other
spares. It i apposite 10 mention here thar
Alvis Lid., are one of rthe few firms left
who are prepared 10 supply spares for their

1 inufaciuring them

brake croms-=hafi. Fa nktain 2 more r models. even
reafisii-  broking —ithe  ornginal f necessary,  Enthusiasts for the breed
levers gave oo much braking to the rear  «gem 10 be in the happy position of being
wheels—the  hmgth of the rear brake  able 1o mainiain their cherished model-
operating levers 15 moditid. indefinitely.
1932 Alvis Speed 20 Alvis Speed IF
Winforton Conversion Unmodified
Pedal Pedal
load in Hetardation load in Ketardation
Ib I
50 020 50 1-19g
75 N8 73 0- Mg
100 -4y 100 034g
124 033z 150 0-43g
150 M- 7hg LR 01-50g




