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NO SEX PLEASE, WE'RE ALVISTL
Dear Dale and Maritta,

Thank-you for taking over the editing of the May N/L. I thought that I could proceed Northwards
without a thought in the world about the Newsletter but a funny conversation occurred at Easter
time just after I had put the April edition "to bed".
Shepparton was invaded by M.Gs. Seven hundred and fifty of them. People, that is; about half that
number of cars. Kerb to kerb M.Gs it was! Everywhere you went, you tripped over half a dozen of
them. Mostly Mobile Garbage Bins, but a few more exotic.
Obviously it wasn't long before I found myself in conversation with an owner and soon the subject
of Rally Organisation came up. You can't talk for long on that subject without talking about Ron
Wilson. I referred to Ron as our "ex-Rally Director” but it must have been my poor diction or a
passing Kenworth or a nearby M.G. starting up that confused the poor M.G. bloke, because he
thought that I had said that Ron Wilson is our "SEX RALLY DIRECTOR". Is that what you Alvis
people get up to? Poor bloke was ready there and then to swap his TA for a TA 14!
[ assured him that our’s is a family orientated club and that [ had said "EX" not "SEX" He calmed
down eventually and I wandered off but got to thinking about a Sex Rally as a fund raiser for the
Club. I wondered, now that he no longer organizes our Car Rallies, whether Ron would have the
time and inclination. So [ rang him up and put the proposition to him. He was interested, but Gwen
said "No"! She thought he would cope alright with the rally itself but she was concerned with his
ability and stamina to cope with the planning phase. We all know of Ron's meticulous attention to
detail and how he used to retrace the route several times beforehand. ;
There matters would have rested had it not occurred to me that the reason for Ron's refusal may
have been that the suggestion was made in private. A public request is that much harder to refuse so
[ am repeating the request in public, via this Newsletter - and redirecting it to the 1997 National
Rally organizers, John & June Twomey and David & Margaret Caldwell. It should be easy for them
to "add on" the Sex Rally to the Alvis one and raise a fair amount of money, I reckon there would be
a big market in Japan - and the M.G. car Club is sold on the idea already
So, Guys, over to you.

JOHN HETHERINGTON.

THE NATIONAL RALLY TIMED FOR MARCH NEXT YEAR
is progressing well.

The event is now fully subscribed, JOHN TWOMEY has
compiled a waiting list, and has now moved to the waiting -waiting
list. Anyone still interested should contact him. (contact address on
the front page)

)
e 2

On the subject of the National Rally, we have a number of entrants from NZ. Unfortunately, it is
unlikely that they will be able to bring cars. I am sure that attendees with the room in their cars will
be more than happy to transport those without cars. However if there is anyone that has a car that
will be unused during the event (for whatever reason) and they would like to see it participate, [ am
also sure that someone without transport would be willing to pilot the vehicle. Please keep this in
mind whilst planning for the event (Again, contact John if you think you can help ED)
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"THE VINTAGE ALVIS"
A Book Review

Book reviews are rare occurrences in the pages of the Newsletter, mainly because there are so few Alvis books to review. In fact.
there are only 3 :mju:tuukswhichhutmnpﬂjshedinmmuymrx.'ﬁhﬁ-?hSﬂytitheRadTﬁangjc'qumwhDa}:
"Ahris-Th:PhstWmfmf,hhhnﬁim—Wﬂﬂnsandm,Pﬁ&thﬂmdermhhmk'ﬂ:VmW.

This book is not just a reference volume for the vintage period that it covers, from 1920 to 1930, it is a very readable story. In fact,
I started at the beginning and finished at the end. rather than just skimming through it and reading individual bits.

The book is not a small volume, running 1o 620 pages. with very comprehensive tables of the surviving cars, including separate
sections for Australia and New Zealand production records and type classification.

The first part of the book is dvided mto 12 chapters. covering the peniod from the start of Alvis car production in 1920, untl
1930, w}u:hmm334panghusedmpﬂsd:a.luﬂnﬂhﬂﬂﬂhﬂy@nﬁ:taMM}why}m_mgmmmn
mmummmm.mmmmmﬂMWMmmmm
of its mimute detail and the fact that i deals with racing in the United Kingdom and the Continent. At first | thought | was not
hung"spming"mmlghhimmmnmnbushmunfmuwAhﬂnﬁngmﬁsagrm“nhnr{zmn-m!}.

ﬂmmadmamwumﬂ?mmmmmm,mmmdmmmﬂhmmamhrmmmﬂm&almﬂ
TMCh#smnSmtDumﬂ'qujummymhjslﬂﬁﬂﬁumEng]mﬂmmmmhamI??Tisuﬂl:hmmmd.asishkwﬁunh
Wales' Club member Rob Gunnell and his wife Ann's tnip in thear 12/50 from Bombay to England in 1960/61.

The book is full of wonderful anecdotes by contemporary Alvis emplovees and by drivers and racers of vintage Alvises and the
writing style. unlike some motor books. is lively. For example. on page 299

" in the London-Exeter Women's Trial, Miss P. McOstrich in her 12/50 (accompamied by several dogs) and Lady
Iris Capell in her Silver Eagle both won first-class awards "- It could only happen in England in 1929!

The book contains a myTiad of excellent black and white photographs. together with 31 pages in colour of Ahvis adverisements
during the vintage penod

I enjoved reading the book and. as the owner of 2 post-war Ahases, it gave me a real insight into the joys of vintage motonng and
whetted my appetite for acquiring a vintage Ahvis (if only | could leamn to change those damn gears!).

“The Viniage Ahis" is available from Tony Johns Motor Books. phone

(03) 9899 9898 a1 $120.00 (less a discount if you tell Tomy that you are a Club member). There were no copies available at esther
the Technical Book Shop or McGills when 1 looked in April. John Ball recently returned from a trip to England with a copy
which he bought for around $80.00 (I am happy to fly to the UK. to buy as many books as Club members want - just pay my
fare).

In summary, "The Vintage Alvis” is a very good read. virtually essential on the booksheif of any vintage Alvis owner. but picey.
no doubt because of its appeal to a relatively small audience. However, as the fly leaf of the book says. the first edition, which sold
for 6 guineas in 1967, is now changing hands for 100 pounds. so it may well be a good imvestment. as well as a great book.

RICHARD TONKIN.
CLUB RUN TO QUEENSCLIFF AND POINT LONSDALE
SUNDAY -21ST OF JULY, 1996

This is an advance notice for yet another Alvis Extravaganza. The Tonkins and the Balls have combined their
extraordinary talents to organise this trip which will give you a chance to stretch your Alvis' legs, enjoy some delightful
scenery, an excellent lunch 2s well, of course, as the camaraderie of your fellow Club members. Full details in the
June newsletter -“WATCH THIS SPACE™!



IT SEEMS THE SUBJECTS OF MASCOTS IS A HOT TOPIC THIS MONTH

{ The secretary of the Alvis Ovmners Club. Mr Charles Muckonochie. 2 Sunny Bank Cortages. Colts Hill,
Capel Tonbridge, Kenr, TN12 65W. has written to us with the following thoughts on mascots)

“The latest copy of the Vintage Alvis, incidentally a very good read. mentions that there was a different mould made for the
Hare mascot each vear up to 1929 and was supplicd to all vintage Ahii | suspect cither that the moulds got easily damaged or
the artist in Lejeunc felt that a change was necessan

I have only seen replica Firefly mascots and they all have metal eves cast at the same time as the body. I have never seen one
with coloured eves but with all things Alvis doesn't mean 1o sav that some didn't

Now to the vexed question of Silver Eagles The Eagle with the high wing: replicas of which are still available through the
AOC. first appeared on the Silver Fagle in 1931, previous Eagles having the hare mascot In 1932 the Speed Twenty SA is
shown with the high winged Fagle. although by June of that vear it is shown with "horizontal” wings which scems to have
been used right through to the Speed 25's. It is similar to the one illustrated in February's Newsletter but differs in having a
closed beak and a slightly hunched neck 1 sav seems 1o have been used as there is a 1935 photograph of a Speed 20 with an
Eagle which has its wings curved halfivay between the vertical and horizonial Again is this the artists temperament comung
to the fore?

The Crested Eagle model started with the high winged Eagle only to change to the Speed 20 tvpe in the middle of 1935
unlike the Silver Eagle which seems staved with the high winged cagle. In fact this high winged eagle was also used in the
early photographs of the Silver Crest

Most of my obsenvations have come from Contemporary articles and adverts, Ahvis themsches seem to have been very
cavalier over the question of mascots. pictures of cars with no mascots. illustrations of the same car with two different tvpes of
eagles. [ wonder whether that. although a mascot features on every car parts list, they were an optional extra and often old
stock was being used up and that in fact there is no such thing as a correct mascot unless you can prove it came with the car
onginally. Also if every car was supplicd with a mascot. there must be an awful lot of mascots out there somewhere

Regards
Charles Mackonochie

and from closer to home Bob Graham
EAGLES

Our Dear Editor, who is currently holiday in Western Australia, asks the question — Should his 1935 model SC Speed 20
tourer have. on the radiator cap. a Lo-wing or Hi-wing Fagle?

I have conducted some rescarch into this subject by reading Ken Dav's book "The Story of the Red Triangle”.  Just to confuse
the issue. a photo is shown therein of a 1932 SA model with a rabbit - sorry. bunny - cops. hare mascot:

Further confusion is added b the photos in the march Newsletter.  One of these show clearty an early SA model (from the
shape of the radiator surround) with a Hi-wing Eagle But the headlights appear to be P 100's whereas the SA Speed 20 had
P 80's as original equipment’

From my research. 1believe that the official radiator cap mascot for a speed 20 is a Lo-wing Eagle for tourers, roadsters and
saloons. At the same time. T am quite sure that Messrs. Ahvis Ltd would supphy am: mascot that the custormer demanded

However. it is of no real concern to me which mascot beloved puts on his car 1 only care about completing my car (with a
Lo-wing Eagle) and pointing_ that lovely long bonnet down the highway as soon as possible

SILLY ME
Oops:  That should be Leaded petrol is no longer available in New Zealand  (See last month EDY
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WINGS AND WHEELS 20™ & 21, APRIL

The Wings and Wheels weekend (WWWT) { "world wide web” for those uninitiated “ed”} was one of those really nice low key,
no hassle events that live forever in the "l-woudnt-be-dead-for-quids™ side of the memory. The formula was a joint event by Lhe

VSCC and the Antique Aircraft Association of Australia, centred on Moonambel near Avoca, in the wine growing district of the
Pyrenes.

Alvis were well represented. far outstripping the Luton lot. with an attendance of 212/40's (Roberts and Somers), 2 12/50's (Sands
and Denner), 1 Silver Eagle( All and Maa Wilson), 1 Firefly (Parsell) and a Firebird saloon (Fleming/Polwarth).

Armving at Moonambel about Midday on Sanurday we were mn time to waich 10 aircraft arrve. many of whom were obviousky
conscious of the hugh level of spectator knowledge (mum. is it easy to make it bounce 4 times like that”). However most achieved
perfect three point touch downs. which 1 am told is difficuit with a "tail dragger”. Those pilots who had armved in open cockpats
were clearly distinguishabie by the biue complexaon. and jumping up and down and arm waving. going on.

The afternoon exercises imvolved cars teamed with aircraft. all of whom had to navigate themsehves 1o a st of air stnps around the

countryside. Each branch of the tcam carmed the instructions for the other branch (awrcraft and cars) for the next leg of the
navigation, 50 that if either failed to make the rendervous the others were marvoned all night! A sort of relay lay-by.

Dale and Mantia (Firefly) and the Denners( 12/50). together with Graeme Bennet in his Morris Minor (oho), were teamed with
the Boeng Stearman piloted by [an Douglas and nanvigated by Bob West (vintage Lancia Fancia from Albury and known to many
VSCC members). This team. by dint of superb teamwork. impeccable navigaton and downnght low cunning managed to win the
team prze which was several bottles of the most excellent local Redbank avigas

Best tcam of wheels went to Somers and Sands team. and | can't remember who won the Best Wings. but as vou can tell just about
everybody won something to help them sleep that mght

Bussell Mechan donated a 9 cylinder BTH magneto to the wings member of the winning team. Obviously he has abandoned hus
plan to build a V9 Lancia special and wants the space under his bed for something else. We all have that problem in the might as
we get older. Ian Douglas was a bit puwrled by the donation as the Stearman has a 7 cvlinder radial. One of the Luton tvpes off 2
selection sd that was no womes. ver jus’ cut a couple o' wares off. which 1s a fair indication of the level of engineenng
sophistication to whach they aspire.

The Alvis contingent were mostly camping on the airsinip as were a large number of ar crews and the view from the tent of the
grev dawn creepang over the hills was quite splendid [ know this, as do most of the other campers. because one of the Auster
pilots set off for a dawn reconnaissance. returming at tree top height just in case anyone was still asleep. The Wilsons were
reported 10 be among the early nsers. and when quizzed about thus clarmed to have been out and picking grapes since before
dawn. obviously an attempx to replemush the damage they had done to the local stocks of red the day before. If they stayed another
couple of weeks they just mught restore the status quo.

The rest of the morning saw some impromptu gallops by the cars up and down the grass air stnp. and some jovniding in some of
the aircraft. but as the weather was starting to clag up most people were keen to get away about muddav. [ scrounged a short circunt
in the Stearman which was a real jov. [t is an open cockpit biplane designed in the 30s as a trainer but subsequently adapted 1o a
number of roles including crop dusting. It is powered by a most impressive looking 7 cylinder Continental racial developing 220
HF. They can be fitted with a 450HP Pratt & Whitney but apparently they don't go much faster and use 2 lot more fuel. As it is, it
uses 45 gallons per hour which makes it suitable for deep pocketed ownershup only.

SNIPPETS
- Rex really got air minded even to the extent of trying out aircooling the 12/40 on theway home. Seemed to go really
well for a while (60 mph plus from Ballarat to Bacchus Marsh but eventually had to put some water in
- On the other hand Dale tried running with air in only three wheels but the expenment was not a success
. One of the awrcraft types was telling us about the Stinson he owns. Seems he had a slight accident whule taxiing in

some grass and ran into a stump. The undercamage leg folded and he sat down in a rathe untidy heap. Damage was
quite severe including an unrepairable bend in the fuselage. Not to be put off by a little thing like that he was on the
phone to a mate in the US who. within 48 hours, bod located a fuselage, hitched his $WD to a trailer, and driven
100miles o retrieve i,

STEVE DENNEE BEX BOEEETS I hese Steve did all the werk (Ed)



qu ,m ng—ds 20/21-4-96 Moonambel.

Although this was a VSCC event. the Ahis Car Club descended on MASS to provide quite a spectacle.
Mariila and 1 assembled at Westgate Bridge to travel in convov with Rex & Sue Roberts. Steve and Margaret Denner
and Gordon Summers (Karen and family joined us around Ballarat as they had decided to sleep in a little and let
Gordon brave the carly morning chill alone

Arrival in Moonambel revealed that around 30 proper cars were present and 15 planes. Of these 7 were Abv
which is an excellent tum up

These were Rex Roberts (12/40) Gordon Somers (12/40) Dale Parsell (Firefly). Rob Sands (12/50) Alf
Wilson (Silver Eagle) Steve Denner (12/50). Peter Fleming (Firebird) Another 12/50 (belonging to the grandaughter
of Percy Hoskins I think) failed to reach its destination.

Alvii also faired very well in the competition event. The team made up of Parsells/Denner in Firefly, Denner
in 12/50, Gracme Bennet & son in Morris Minor and Ian Douglas in a Stcarman (a plane for those who don't know,
like me) managed to come in first overall

The Stearman won best planc. and the team of Sands (12/50), Somers {12/40) and Trevor Leach (Singer Le
Mans) won best car leam

The 12/50 that failed 1o appear unfortunately got the disaster award. and an Auster that failed to make the
runway just out of Adelaide (fucl vaporisation). and then solved the problem pressed on and broke some rocker studs
near Moonambel and decided to go to St Arnaud because there were more flat paddocks that way {gutsy people the
acroplane guys and gals} pot the disaster award for planes {1 think they should have got a bravery award. especially
as they were planning on Mying home again}

The object of the exercise was to find a secret airfield. and then exchange the next set of instructions with
your'e respective plane. Evervone had a great time, and the VSCC should be congratulated for organising a different,
and very cnjovable. event

I'm sure it will be run again. the aircraft people are very keen and we will certainly be there next time

Dale Parscll
o - N ——
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CLUB RUN TO CLARKEFIELD 5 May

8 Alvii made it to this excellent event (+ 4 moderns), ~ 20 people including a visitor from
New Zealand out here to check on us before the National Rally. A great time was had by all and a
much more eloquent report will be forthcoming for next month  ED

COUNTRY MEETING 21/22 September.

This event will be held in Euroa, more details next month.

Talk 1o John & Kay Ball if vou can’t wait for this magnificnt event

THE TEMPORARY EDITOR would like to thank all those that contributed articles for this month. 1 is a little short
but [ don't pretend 1o compete with our usual Editor
Dale Parsell



EDDINGTON a very laid back 1/4 mile sprint meeting

Ilhuught[hettcr“ﬂtcm:ﬂ)enmenlnmluEddingtunnslhcmmtbﬂquhﬁprcstm“"asnmhuge.
Although this was actually a VSCC event, it was listed as an Alvis event as well.

Two Ahvii competed. myself in the Firefly, and Des Donnan in his 12/50. He tells me he came down
to collect it before Tony sold it with the house (I said that | would have looked after it for him but didn't get
very far) so thought he may as well go to Eddington on the way home 1o QLD.

Steve Denner was also there as a spectator (with proper car) but didn't compete. and Rex Roberts
(orgamsing). and Gordon Somers. {1 apologise if | missed anvone ).

The weather was good. although we did get a few drops of rain around 2pm. We had to put the hood
up in Kyneton on the way home ( we didn't stay for the after meeting celebrations aithough I'm told it can be a
wild affair.

I managed to acquut myself well by beating Steino's Lancia at this cvent after leting hum win at
Ceelong. I didn't win the class as someone had entered a cut down and cleverly disguised Fiat 508, however we
considered he had an unfair advantage so excluded him from our little battle.

A great day was had by all with a pood collection of cars competing. It really 1s a verv laid back cvent
which 1s well worth attending for both competitiors and spectators. The crowd i1s much smaller and this makes
the dav a lot more relaxed than Geelong (Although vou don't get quite as many cars as Geelong vou sull get a
wide vanety).

This is an event which | think we should make everv effort to attend. and as it is open to cars up to
around 1960 nearty all our cars are eligible. Although a Cams license is required. 'm sure we can organise
something if those members with later cars would like to compete. Keep it in mund for next vear.

Dale
MAY 4th

Sleepy. and extremely foggy. Gembrook (high in the Dandenong Ranges east of Melbourne) awoke to
find that the "Wholly Ghost" tour was about to descend upon them. Although advertising was very low kev, the
Alvis people managed to find out (Dale & Mantta in Firefly, Rex and Cameron in 12/40 and Peter Fleming in
Firebird) and attended to see what the fuss was about. A few VSCC, VDC and Classic people were also in
anendance.

The Silver Ghosts then started to arrive. about 30 in all although 40 are touring the country. The oldest car
was 1907 and the youngest in the late 20's (quite a few from the USA and UK). It was said to be the largest
ever collection of Silver Ghosts, and they certainly woke Gembrook up.

These cars had started from Svdnev. would travel via a circmtous route through the Snowies, Canberra,
Melbourne, Adelaide. Alice Springs. Broken Hill, and then back to Sydney taking about a month in all.

Whether or not you are a Rolls fan. you have to admire a group travelling over those roads in cars averaging
70 years old. especially when at leats half of them had probably never been to Australia before and had know
idea what they where letting themselves in for. A great morning was had by all.

PS, the momning tea in Gembrook was held at the new museum being set up with the theme of Early Australian
Motoring in mind. Called THE MOTORIST, the proprietor is John Hazeldene, and he tells me he is planning
a small motorhouse with an ever changing display, sounds good. Dale.



CARS & PARTS FOR SALE
AND WANTED

JUNE NEWSLETTER

COPY DEADLINE
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To enquire about spares please contact the appropriate SPAREPERSON listed below -.
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TA 21 Specification Sheets. As published recently in the N/L. $5.00 plus p&p. ROYBOY. Tel. 03 9704 7549.

PRIVATEERS
FOR SALE TA21 Three litre engine. Twin carb model. New rings & valves. Tel Torn Maltby 052 22 3901.

FOR SALE Engine bearings. Big end and main for a 0.020" undersize shaft. Supplied to me by Red Triangle
for £191.50.

TA 21 oil pump. Rebuilt not many kms. ago. $100.00.
Brian Rowell, P.O. Box 834, Batemans Bay 2536. Tel. 044 727474

FOR SALE TA 14 DHC 1948. Owned by me since 1964. Dismantled, with some restoration carried out. Lovely
Carbodies Drophead.
TA 14 Saloon. Major restoration required.
TA/TC Spares $9,900. the lot. Geoff Ross. Tel. 080 21 3777

FOR SALE TA 14 Rolling Chassis. Needs engine rebuild and new body. $950. John White, 30 Lyndhurst Cres.
Box Hill. Vic 3129 Tel. 03 9880 7066.

WANTED lllustration of Firebird mascot. Dale Parsell. Tel. 059 685170

INFORMATION PLEASE.

I am currently assisting JN.B Collins in Singapore with a little project. given the working title of “Alvis Aero Engines™ and
I am looking for anything rclated to Alvis “Leonide’s™ Aero Engines and the aircraft which used Alvis power plants. 1 am
particularly seeking magazinc and ncwspaper reports of 1935-36 in which the plan 1o expand Britain's defence capabilities
by having motor car manufacturers build “shadow factories™ in which aircraft and aero engines were to be build quickly to
bring the RAF up 1o a strength comparable with Hitler's threatening Luftwaffe. Anything at all could be useful (photocopies
are sufficient - or even suggestions as to what books to read) and I invite such material to be sent to the undersigned at P.O.
Box 105N, Campbelltown North, NSW. 2560. ERIC CUNNINGHAM.

Eric, | believe “shadow factories™ was a ferm used to describe make believe factories - cardboard cutouts, if vou like - to
deceive Luftwaffe pilots into dropping their bombs where it didn 't matter. The factories to which vou refer were just that -
extra factories and'or extensions put up in a big hurrv, oflen extensions of existing car factories. This led to Rolls Royce
Merlins being built by Alvis etc. | believe that Brisiol aero engines were only ever bhuilt at Filton, Bristol but I am not sure
of the provenence of that information ED.
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