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Sorry about the heading, but some people have expressed concermns
about the possible development of 3 leadersh ip personality cult — thus the de—emphasis on the surname of
your PRESIDENT. Actually, all this means is that [ have found out what some of those little symbols
the computer screen mean. '
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Wt

Now that you are paying attention ........ [ wanted to talk (and possibly get a dialogue soing 7),
about that other Alvis club, No, not our friends north of the Murray, the Alvis Owner Club (AOC) in the
United Kingdom. Next year they celebrate their Golden Jubilee (the NSW Club pipped them by a year !),

and I hope that at least a couple of Alvisti from the Antipodes can get over there for the festivities, which
will centre on the Infernational Alvis Weekend, to be held at Blenheim Palace on the 7 and 8% of Julv.

The AOC is approaching a membership of 2,000, warldwide. They have 6 sections in the UK, and
other sections in North America. Denmark. Sweden, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Gennany. As well,
there are model secretaries for everv post-vintage car madel and for military vehicles. There are technical
advisers for most of the post-vintage models. The AOC publishes a bi-monthly magazine, The Bulletin,
and a monthly newsletter, The Calendar (also known as The Pink ‘Un, because of it's paper colour). The
Calendar lists coming events (admittedly, of little interest aver here), cars for sale and other items of
interesi.

The Bulletin is a quite superb publication, on glossy paper, running to séme 93 pages, and filled
with @ wonderful variety of news. technical articles, stories from around the world of members’
adventures in their Alvises, and an interesting letters section. The Bulletin is edited by Julian Collins, who
visited us last November and who is resident in Singapore (no mean feat!), and it has won awards for
excellence,

What, | hear you asking, is he leading up to ? Well, the fact is that, of the 200 or so members of the
NSW and Victorian Clubs, only some 18 are members of the AOC. While our clubs provide an excellent
service through our Newsletter, Alvic and Alvibatics, the breadth of news and information available from
the AOC, with that many members, and that many cars around the world, really should not be missed.
The latest Bulletin features a spectacular colour photo of John and Margaret Lang’s FWD on the front
cover, an article by me on the NSW Golden Jubilee Rally at Jambaroo earlier this year and a story from
New Zealand, so the coverage is truly international.

Unfortunately, until now, being a member of the AOC in Australia has not been easy. To send
one’s subseription, you have 1o go to your bank, pay the subs, pay SI3 for a bank draft and mail it to the
UK. The AOC then get siugged a similar (probably worse), amount over there, for the privileze of putting
your money into their bank. However, our worthy editor, John Hetherington, now has plans afoot
(remember the Goons’ line, *What's afoot ?** To which the answer is, of course, ~About 12
inches™....somry), to streamline this cumbersome process, by collecting AOC subs here and forwarding
them. in one lot, to the UK, and 1o speed up distribution of The Bulletin and The Calendar by having them
sent here in bulk and then mailing them out to Oz AOC members. [ applaud John's mitiative in doing
this, and | sincerely hope that it will lead to a significant increase in Australian AOC membership, which
will be to the advantage of our Club and it’s members. There will be more details in coming months,
including the chance for our members to view samples of The Bulletin and The Calendar.

Richand Tonkin
Presid=nt.

The opinions expressad in this Newsletter are not necessanily these of the Ahis Car Club of Victeda {inc ), its Officers or its Editor ‘Whilst all
| cae has been taken neither the Club nor iis Officers accapt responsibility for the availability or quality or filness for use of any senvices,

goods or vehicles notified for sale or hire or the genuineness of the advertiser or author, Other car clubs may reprint only articles oniginating
| from our members. Acknowledgement will be appreciated.
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COMING SOON
SEPTEMBER Sat/Sun 9/10thVSCC Two Day Rally
Friday15th
GARAGE CIRAWL

SATUIHDAY IGth SEPTEMBER 2000

Monthly General Meeting

First to Eric Nicholl, 17 Ternes Road, Upwey 31358.
Melways ref: p 74 9H..
We will view the work on the 1937 12/70 & the 1928 14.75 hp.
Mormning tea provided 9.00 - 9.30 am.
Then we go in convoy 0 Nick Langford, 17 Cottage Street, Blackburn.

Melways ref: p 48 AD

Nick will give us a talk on the history & show us work on approximately 12

cars: If vou miss it you'll be sorry!
Nick will also provide a sausage sizzle and tea & coff

OCTOBER  Friday 20th Club General Meeting

& AGM. Have a go on the
committee and steer the
elub in the direction YOU
would like it to go.
WEEKEND AWAY.

OCTOBER  27th-2%th

Frances McDougall
424 Wellington Streat
Cliftan Hill

Vic 3068

Tel 03 9486 4221
macily@ienex. com.au

Colin White

29 Middleton Street
Higheit

Vic 3150

Tel 03 9555 8119

Eric Hicholl

17 Temes Road
Upwey

Vic 3158

Tel 03 9754 5412

ohin Link

82 The Strand
Merwport

Vie 3015

Tel 03 9391 201
Fax 03 9351 3691




YESTERYEAR s by David Muirden

In the last Alvic I raised the futile suggestion that the Alvis name might be reserrecied in car production. On cansideration |
wonder if we should even hope for this because it would simply retain our nostalgic appreciation of past glories while the
memoary would be sullied if we saw an Alvis badge on a mediocre vehicle.

I may have seemed 2 little harsh in criticizing Alvis afier the war for lacking forward vision. Somehow, T mislaid the section
commenting on the Issignnis prototype which would have led the industry at that time. 1t was fonvard-lnoking but it was
simply lco expensive and production costs would have been enormous 50 the Alvis board would not proceed They haod made
one iry and afier that let car production take 2 back set and languish. Such is commercial reality.

I recently discovered an article in 2 Newsletter of 30 years ago by Biil Barber which I had missed when first publi
similar tale to tell and I feel his comments could bear rcpetition, so an abridged version follows:

“Itis interesting o ponder over the changes in outlook that have sweat -through Haly head Road Coventrvsince 1916,
When Mr, T.G. John first st up in business he had THD pﬁﬂ]culu_r ides of what he wanted to make. This in itseif is remarkabic
as every other man who entered the motor industry was prompted by a burning ambition 1o build his own ideal car. The
decision o make motor cars came only afier John met de Freville. In faet. it is possible that the best thing de Freville did was
to bring with him the name 'Alvis® as the 10/30 had to be just ahout re-designed before it became a suecessiul production
maodet,

At this stage, the image of the Alvis would have been of 2 light car of unusually high guality of dcsien and consiruction and
with a quiie sprightly pesformance. In mcJera tenns one could say tnat it would have appealed W the sort of customer who
would buy, sav, a Rover 2000 in 1970,

Following Harvey's successes in the 200-Miles Race, the 12/50 came to be regarded as a premier light sporis car, The
hypothetical customer for the duck”s back would probably be driving a Porsche today,

With the introduction of the production FWD cars the firm decided to pursue the sporting markel cxciusively but this appealed
to 1oa restricted a clientele. Cenainly the hasty reintroduction of the 12/50 kept the official receiver at bav and the introdiction
of the six.-cylinder engine into what was virtuaily the same chassis had the same effect as fitting the V§ into the Rover P5.
The firm was to undergo yet another change. The Silver Eagie was not what the w calthy buyer of the 30s wanted, but Charles
Follett’s ideas bore fruit in the Speed 20 and its successors. Thus, the Alvis imags i the thirties was that of, say. an Alfa:
Romeo today: a beautiful-looking car of considerable performance, great refinement and with a racing pedigres.

The posi-war cra saw diversification. The TA 14 and Three Litre carried on the old tradition but life’s escalator had 20nE up.
The Issigonis-designed car would have remedied this but politics ensured this was not to be.

With the virtual death of the piston engine in aeroplancs the Alvis radials will disappear from the sky. I is also & soberd

thought that the swan song of a firm originally famous fora sporting luxury light car should be the Sorpden armoured car.

Thus it can be seen that over the vears the Alvis image had changed gquite a lot: from 2 quality iight car to & Sports Gar, o & very
hairy competition car, 10 & quality medium-sized car, o a glamorous car of ouistanding design, to a cesting-on-its-laurels car,
{despite this the TA14 was the best scller of all Alvis models) and on to a car fit for a Prince Consort with aero engines and
armoured vehicles on the side.

When Leyland took over the merged Rover-Alvis group. Lord Stokes wanted o keep the Alvis marque alive as the
prestige car in the range and had the mid-engined sports coups with the Rover V3 gone into production, it would been
called an Aivis.

Perhaps we who have red-triangle cyes are foriunate that the name was aliowed to die and we have thus Feen snared the
travestics of badge-engineering that marked the bastardisation of the Riley. The writer feels that onc of the interests of vintage-
type motoning is in seeing how one's own mount fitted into the contemporary scene.”

Bill. 1 see no reason to alter 2 word of the above in the year 2000. But, again bent on idle musing, 1 wonder what might be done
if | had even one hundredth of the resources of a Bill Gates and could indulge an Alvi-passion by hand building a few select
and superb vehicles (rather afier the fashion of Bristol or Morgan) and of classic appearance with cues from a zlorious pust
Maybe for legal reasons | couldn't call such cars Alvises, but | certainly would include a red triangle in the hadee
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LUNCH AT “MARYLANDS."

Six Alvises were present. The
Presidential DHC, Maureen Adnam
and friend (TA 14 Tourer) and David
Caldwell (TA 14) came “up the hill™,
John & Kay Ball (TA 21 DHC), Ron
Allen (TE 21} and ED & Mrs ED
{Speed 20) came cross country from
various peims in northern Victoria.
There were two Bristols present. Bill
Franzke's 401 with its recently restored
engine and lan Tonkin's ever beautiful
Zagato - bodied 400. There were about
hall & dozen “Jaguar™ Daimlers including
one owned by Tony Dixon and one SP
250, there were no pre-war Or post war
“pre-selector” cars. David and Moira
Wischer were there - the cnly people
present to have owned Alvis, Bristol and
Daimler cars. On this occasion they were
ina Rover 3 litre. Michael Vaughan
was in a modern Suzuki 4WD, wishing it
was a Land Rover. We had a very
enjoyable drive there and back, though
we did get a bil wet just as we arrived
home. The company was good and our
Prez entertained the gathering with 2
speech in which he thanked the wrong
Club for their hospitality earlier in the
year. No-one minded and he talked his
way out of it very nicely, The only
downside was the food which was most
disappointing, especially in an
establishment which adventises itsclf as
providing epicurean experiences. David
Caldwell was the only person to claim a
good meal Half his luck. We will have
to have some words with the other clubs
and management before 2001.

ALVIS AGNITIONS

GEMERAL MEETING — AUG.

Twenty six people attended what
was 2 very lively meeting. Claire
and Stuart Macdonald travelled
all the way from South Australia
o be with us. [ think they enjoyed
themselves; they seemed to laugh
a lot. Stuart told me that it is 29
years since he was last in the Club
rooms. Ron Wilson was
welcomed back from his sick bed
and proved that he has not lost his
sense of humour. He was soon
suspecting that Bob Graham
might be seeking “Social
Bondage. " Crikey. How a club
can change during a short
absence......! The green Bob
machine is shortly to have its
cylinder head put back after a
failed welsh plug tumed the
contents of the sump into
mayonnaise. Hopefully all will be
back to normal in time for the
V3CC Two Day Rally in early
September, for which Geoff
Hood is navigating. As this is
writlen it is not known how many
other Alvises have entered.

BY THE FIRESIDE:

*Lucky All My Life", the Biography of Harry
Weslake, (1897-1578).

Alister Cannon reviewed this book in last
month’s Newsletter. Just a note from
HoyBoy to say that it is in the Club library.

oN
S
S 90
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CLUB ROOMS RENT

After 11 years with no increase,
the rent payable to Mrs. Bowes
has been raised.

Don't forget the 2001 NATIONAL ALVIS
RALLY to be held in Queensland. 26®
August — 1™ September. Details and an cntry
form were included with last month's
Newsletter. Further information from: Bruce
Jorss, 19 Cawmore Road, Galloway's Hill,
Qid. 4171. Tel (07) 3399 2928. There is
some talk around the traps in Melbourne, of a
car transporter being chartered for a load
(how-ever many that may be) of Alvises. If
you are interested in that possibility please
contact the Prez.

CAR OF THE MONTH

at the August Meeling was the
Presidential TA 21 DHC. Richard
cxplained what he knows of its history
and recounted the improvements which
have accrued during his ownership.
Thanks for bringing out the car.

NEWLY ACQUIRED CARS.

There have been several in the Club just recently and each owner has told us what
they have got, where it came from and what they will have to do to it to put it back
on the road. Chester Mckaige 12/50. Frank Mornane Speed 25. Rod Amos
Silver Eagle. Bob Northey 12/50 and Dale Parsell Crested Eagle. That is a pretty
eclectic bunch. Some of the projects sound as though there is 2 lot of hard work
involved but its very good for such a small club as ours. Watch this space!

VIDEO-PLAYER & TV

Thanks 10 Kevin Bruce’s efforts in
acquiring a VCR and TV set, the Club
was treated to a video filmed by lan
Parkinson of Club personnel enjoying
themselves during recent weeks. If you
thought your privacy may have been at
risk in the presence of an Editor with big
ears, wait until you meet an enthusiastic
video-cr with big eyes! Beware!

CALENDAR 2001

John Lang intends to publish a calendar
again — but he needs photographs! Please
send your favourite picture of your car 1o
John. It must be in the form of a 67 x 87
print. Regrettably there has been some

delay and trouble in collecting money for
all of last year's calendar so it will be
maney up front this time around! But they
make a useful gift as well as being the basis
for future Alvis memorabilia.

“I can'i come out yei, dear. ['m
washing the baby. "




Line up of cars at Mitchelton Winery in May. From L: Ron Allen’s TE 21, David Vaughan's T4

21, David Caldwell’s T4 {4, John Link's TA 21 Special, John Ball's TA 21 DHC, The Presidential
Crested Eagle, Simon Ramsay 's Speed 23 and Janet Seath's TB14

| (R) Close up of the Speed 25
& TR /4.

‘ Below: Ron Allen's TE 21
Bottom: Chris Thevathasan's
TD 21 DHC Photographed at

| Geelong

Above: Eric
Nicholl
Committee
Member
Below: Dale
Parsell

Secretary |



{Below): Andrew McDougall's immaculate tool rack. Now [
| know why [ can never find what | want in my shed!
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John Lang, Vice
President

Bob Anderson’s [2730

lfan Parkinson.
Treasurer

{Above): Stuart & Claire |

Macdonald who came all the

way from South Australia to
the Club General Meeting in

Augusi.

{L); Wha can provide details
about the TARF
"Catamaran "Racing Car —
photographed in the York
Motor Museum in West
Australia?
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FROM PATRICIA BREN, NAPIER, NEW ZEALAND.

Dear John,

It has been very interesting to receive your Newsletters and information. It is a shame privacy laws don’t
allow you to give out lists of members or even 12/50 owners. The 12/50 Register in UK and Alvis CC in
NZ both manage to do this. They include only members who agree to have information included in the
list. As well, new members have their details published so why can’t they have access to information
about existing members? ( The information Pat seeks is available in hard copy form in the Club library;
it takes the form of two volumes totalling 120 pages. The logistics and cost of running off another copy
and sending it to NZ have never been considered — probably because the Club has never been asked
before. But it does exist and as a member of ACCV, you are entitled to view it. Electronic transmission is
the obvious answer but what about your end? — ED)

About myself: I teach secondary school science. My partner and I also have a 1908 Daimler, 1930 Austin
and 1925 and 1928 Chevrolets in various states of restoration. Michae! also has a 1952 Morris Oxford
which we motor in sometimes.

The enclosed article was originally published in “Beaded Wheels”- New Zealand’s Veteran & Vintage
Motoring Magazine in 1992. Since then the car has travelled over 20,000 miles in both islands of NZ, all
very reliably and economically. Since the article was written the hood frame has been built out of
stainless steel bar and laminated wooden bows. It is covered with dark blue wigan cloth which is fawn on
the inside. (The photos illustrating the magazine article will not reproduce but Pat has sent in a picture of

the car which appears elsewhere in this “Alvic”. — ED)

The car was originally shipped new by TKM to Australia but I've been unable to trace any of its history
from then until Michael Curry brought it into NZ in the ‘70s or ‘80s. Even Eric Cunningham was

uncertain. Evidently the original motor (No. 4437) is in a car somewhere in Australia. If anyone can help
me with more details I would be most grateful.

Regards,

PATRICIA BREN

(Great 1o have news from across the Tasman and to read some of the details of the very extensive
restoration. Thanks, Parricia. — ED.)

1 bought the Alvis as a very dismantled
pile of parts from Michael Curry in
Wellington in Aprl 1987. It came home in
the back of a CF Bedford van, with the
chassis on the mof. The chassis and the axles
Michael Curry had brought over with quite a
lot of other parts from Australia in the 1960's
or 1970°s. The rest of it was from his stock of
parts.

The pile of parts consisted of chassis, front
axle, rear axle housing, gearbox, engine (in
bits), parts of a radiator, steering box (not
Alvis), wheel centres. two springs, a fool
board, a pew fuel tank and the loan of
wooden panems for the Spons Tourer body.

THE CHASSIS was sandblasted. a new
front cross member made and fited. The
whaole thing was straightened and repaired. as
it had been damaged. Al a later stage, the rear
cross tmbe and bar were also completely
replaced.

THE BODY was framed up on the
chassis. which was set up level. | used the

wood frame patierns that Michael Curry had
loaned me, plus photos and measurements of
the rear part of the body, as this was missing.
[ copied all the frame workrin tanalised white
pine, and laminated the main curved frames
in a jig that was loaned as well. It was glued
with marine glue and screwed together, then
after fainng up, was coated with a marine
umber preservative. | did all of this, with
some help from my father. The body was
skinned in aluminium by a local tradesman,
helped by me.

THE FRONT AXLE beam was guite bent
at one end and this was soraighiened. [ made
new king pins and bushes, fitted them and all
new hub bearings, etc. The axle had a non-
onginal king pin amrangement with thrust
bearings instcad of bronze thrust washers. 1
was able to get new bearings, I continued
with this amrangementi and a BMC pan for the
lock tab washers that were required. The
steering joints all had new balls and cups
fitted and rubber boots added.

THE STEERING BOX is thought to be a
Chrysler product but fits quite well, and as no
Alvis onc has come to hand, | have used it. It

was cleaned and checked out OK. It had
hearings (not bushes) and ssemsd cuis
unworn, and is supposed to have been with
this chassis for 2 long tme. A new drop amm
was made by modifying one with z sguare
firing onto the shaft and the onginal tapered
hole onto the drap-link ball. | managed to
obtain an original Alvis steenng wheel which
came apart into two picces in our hands. So
smiall stee] slesves were MEG welded o the
rim while slipped over the ends of the alu-
minium spokes. Then it was all rccoated
black and fitied to the column. Most of the
control tubes were there, but [ had 1o make up
new knobs for the lever ends, and find and
modify a hom button 1o suit. The knobs were
turned out of brass and mickel plated, as was
the control plate,

THE RADIATOR was a new shell ex the
United Kingdom and some old tanks which
had been modified 1 smt a VE enzine. 1
repaired the tanks and bought a new core of
the original type made locally, and had the
whole mdiator assembled by a local radiator
repair firm. | had bought all the firiings from
the United Kingdom, including a radiator



cap. but later made two more caps from scrap
brass bushing, and had them nickel plated o
I can fit a hare mascot to one and a
calonmeter on the other

THE GEARBOX was one ihat
Curry had had in his car and was quite worn.
bt we stripped it and 1 hand swoned all the
eear teeth. 1 purchased speedo drive gears
from the Alvis Repister, and 4 foced re-
zzsembled it with all new beanngs
where possible. 1 made a new reverse delent
rod for the gear lever, as weil as @ new mndb
which was off a piece of machirery.

THE DIFFERENTLAL was sene-disman-
tled wath no crown wheel and pinion m it and
the carrier was scparate The whole asscmbly
zot new bearings fght theough, and seals. and
a Willys 77 crown wheel and pinion wers
eround and redrilled at the local gear cutting
firm 1o fit. rather than altering the carmier. This
wiis Ai] assembled and sct up by a Inend.

THE SPRINGS. | had omly iwo sprongs
ront and cne mear), 50 another set of
teaves wad mmade up from second hand spring
leaves, wiich were setup and assembled with
new top leaves by the local spning makers. |

Tt
Michzei

1oz :.

Q.

made up all new shackle pins from 4340
stesl, and wsad synchetic bushes wherever
possible. & friend fabricared all new rear
spring shackles.

THE BRAKES. Thne handbake lever had
to have the whole deient/rachet mechanism
made from the pans book picture, and
Michael Curry provided a casting of the brass
release lever and the handle was recovered
esing black sleciniczl air shonk tubing. The
front brake packing plates were very unusual
ity that they were ir: one p-'e:e not having the
detachable cover for the pulley cable: Loa
Wickham Das not come across any others like
this. So the whole frone axie assembly was
taken to the local brake cable makers, who
mazde the cables. threaded them through the
pulley housings, and pressed the froa
threaded fittings on. | made all new brake
rods. with new clevises and clevis pins.
relied 2[l the brake shoes with a soft bonded
liring, Tled mew shoo Tl spangs ex te
Aivis Register, had the brake drums ground.
and pur it a'l wgether agan carefully. The

rake cross shafts were all checked and
Tepaired as necessany.

THE DRIVESHAFT was made from a
Triumpk 2006 shaft shortened about five
mches, 2nd | made an adaptor for the gear-
b, 2nd got a Nange that fited straght onio
the new paion shafl so [ was able o use
Hardy Spicer uwmversal joints on both ends.
The drive shaft was balanced.

THE ENGINE was 1otally dismamtled
with pans frem several engmes incthe piie.
Ths srankeas: aed cracked around the centre
i ctux‘r aad en one of the side wals these
werr wellded The block was: descaled and
surfiied both sides. Ik zlong with the crank-
casg, wis sent o Denco Engineering in
Christchurch where a new, stronger crank
shiefi. conrods, heanngs, and pisions were
made and fited. These are all of modemn
design. thus shell main and big end bearings
and aluminoem pstons. The block was bored
out 10 GYmm, and is the shon stroke engine
of 1496 cc. The whole engine was halanced.
The tindng gcars were Dossing. so these
were replaced with Ford 1937738 timing
oears, s had been Lsed by another 1250
awner i New Zealand: These consisted of
1w sieel and une fibre pears, which had new

head had new valve guides fined and new
vaives made from some octher bigper ones,
ane wvalve scal was inserted, and new valve
spnongs were fitted (these were locally
made). The mockers were cleansd up and
honed 1o fit a new rocker shaft which | tumed
up i (hiree pieces from 4340 stes], fom
instruciions in the Remster manoal. The
waler cutlets, from hewd and block (o the
mdiator, were fabncated frooe sieel, and a
vew castnp fitted 21 the rear The old ol
punp drive gor a new pear, and way shod-
ened slightly to fit on o the BMC Mini oil
pump. which fils nestis onto the sump wilh
an adaptor plate_ {Innially [ had 5o ol pump
- anocther 1250 owner gave me 2 very wom
e which | did now ose). | made a new oil
pickup mibe and wauze. The ol relicf valve
had a new spring and was whorsned 6 ke
iz Intngs ran the gl o A oil flier thar
was firmed to be 1ull flow on that side of the
enging. The side cover and rocker cover were
repawed and polished, and new gaskets
mads. The flywheel had a new ring pear
fined. and the clutch relined. The swee! cluteh
pizle shaft was badly wom in the splined
sictiorh 50 this pan had 2 new soction welded
on to it and 4 new collar Dued into the speder.
ex BMC Mini driveshait. It has a lot mose
spiines and should last longer The fabnc
aonls were replaced wilh new ones from the
Remster, ihe cluich brake and thrust finger
bodts were relined with a Ferodo composition
materizl. The cluich thrust bearing was
replaced with & scaled beanng, and all the
other clutch puns checked and overhauled.
THE PETROL TANK was a pew one
made from palvanised sheet. but | could not
get a Diller cap 1o A0 the fine threaded neck,
s T hought a mece of threaded brass fube as

b

125 a nubber soal fined

THE FOUTBOARD could not be weided.
S0 i1 was repaired with Locriie alloy metal
set. @ Iwo pol epoay. Then all the grocves
wore refiled, and the underside puinted satin
black.

ACCESSORIES. The sizrter motor,
generator, cul-oul arpd msgneto were all over-
hauled. The linkages dnd rods were made
trom drawimngs and castings provided by
Micharl Curry. The inlct and exhaust mani-
Told wak cracked. so this was welded, A new
alloy podied Solex FX carburetior was fined
instead of the carlier brogze ones which were
all very worm All the instruments were col-
tected up from varous places and renickeled,
evernauled. and new faces fited. The dash-
Bogrd was mude up and coversd with black
alrylic slret and with an aluminiun odee
moull, 1o be 2 close 10 onipinal & possible.
The hights, windscreen frame, and all those
fddley bits were gradually coflected up and
restored or made. I had brackets fabricarsd for
runming boards, body. and madgueards. [ made
the running boards out of wood and coversd
them with nbbed aluminium sheet and angled
mouldings. The from Doorboards were alen
coveredd with ihis sheet to match the fool-
board,

THE WHEELS. | got five blank undrilied
cenires with the kitser. made in the United
Kingdom some years ago. The rms [ used
wiere 21 inch flar based with Incking nngs. 1
collected somc up. and mele some from
Dodge disc wheels wiih the centre removed
All the rims were repaired and trued up. 1 pon
one weond homnd wheel centre, which the
lowtatl enginsers wed ay 3 pattern to doll my
Blank cenmres b usedt an old bormved wheel
to mark vut the rinm. Fthen pressed the spoke

when e stz nless sicel contre plates were
fitted the Aven 124 wheel nuts 1 wanted
e did st have enough thread o hold. Se |
2ot soeme Mt wag wheel nuts and dnls =d
and rethreaded them w 7/16 BSE, and with a
small biv of dilling i the wheel cenizs
these nuts grve 2 lof more hold. and look Yaz
the nrganels. The locking rings had mns
tted n the ends, and clips made, so they
are sevured when fied

PANELS. | imade the bonnel and mmd-
Buards T pallems and drawings av might
class. with help from a fcnd.

ASSEMBLY. The chassis and running
gear ware alf il together, the bods 19al
fitied, then 1aken off 10 the painters and
uphaisterers. When it was finzlly fuad. [ did
all dhe electreal winpg. we filied the engine
and 1

UMM .-~.R“:'. After slariing up. tinal
adiustmears werr made. and we compleed
abour 268 miles in the Second New Zealand
Parni Parific Raily in Palmerston North in
February 1992 2l vinwally rouble free The
whoie Festoraion ok zhour four years, The
rear sorrer. hood, sidescreens, and camer
have =il & be made and fitled to finish o off.
The cau is pained in two tone light and dark
blug, wiilt durk blue leather and carper
interior. and biack duck tooneau covers. All
bright work s nicke! plated.

in Mgy 1992 the Alvis won the Bamy
MNewman Romosial Trophy awardsd for the
Mot Memtoniows Restoration of o Vintage
Vehicte 1 the Hawkes Hay Branch Annual
Club Captains 2ward. Since this the camier
znd resr sereen have been completed. now
onrly the hood and side sereens are feft o be
rriacke wng =11 The car has now doqe 3,000
triiles |

rhiEh




PVT BRAKES. 10.

By the time the Editorial Speed 20 arrived at the bottom of the Jamberoo Valley all four of its brake
drums were emiting clouds of pungent blue smoke. If the arrival at the resort had been after dark there

would have been four cherry-red beacons to light the night sky. Time passed, things cooled and some
retardation returned but if the truth be known all was not well in the anchor locker all the way home. The
Owner’s Handbook provides some information about adjusting the brakes but follow it to the letter and
you are left realizing that something is lacking. The ED grumbled 1o David Head about this state of affairs
and the capital elephantine memory was brought to bear. The result of that bearing was two articles
printed some years ago in the AOC “Bulletin™

1) Ihe Technicsl Bditor's Corner

Poor broking seems to be o foirly common grustle efong owners of pre-war modala.
On buying my first Alvis - a Firebird - this wus the firgt prcolen which eropped up.
In faet, I was very zlarmed 4o find tha ecqr doing less than 8 HM.pefs With no gpparont
pechenien] foults.  The smell of roost Feredoc soon becooe UVerpowering, ond the fusl
ccnsumption wos restored tu & more reascnebls figure. As socn ss T stopped thue brokes
fron binding they disappeared into thin air, unless I stocd un the trake and sWung on
the hand lever ct the sams time - all very pcrobatie. 4 nuntuer of meobers have
¥riton to Jeacribe braking systwms which behove wXectly like that - mninly bucouse of
one or more of the following reascms:-

8/ Czbles not properly lubricated, 0:1 brushed on to the cxooaed part of
the coble frequently will work wondors when it runs down into the .nelgeed
part, Once this hos freed the estles they oeed unly be oilsd about cnee
in six oonths, All movinz brake parta should also be siled thercughly
and fl'.“:'-‘qu&ﬂt].}' (not those in tha frun of c:_:u:rue}, (It 42 not sufficicrnt
o mly on the car's one-shot systen — even 1f it works),

Eb} Froyed cables - & very commen coume.

2} Freguent adjustment by the adjustor in the car. This deoes pot work if the
brokes are incorructly balanced, nnd versennlly I'wve found it better o
Screw 1t off ard loove it aluna. Oge c:n ochiove teifter resulés by
2djusting esch soble at imtervals of about 3000 =iles.

{2) The adjustor on the back of the braks drm ig ignored too frequently,

Four out of five of the cars on which I havs worked have hed thoss
adjustors rustud up solid - it's well worth the troukls of freeing them, and
adjuating then abeut .every 5-6000 milss., First slacken off the cable nut tws or o
three turns then turn the adjustor sc thot the shoe is as nenr to the drun ns pessidbla
without rubbing on it, '

@) Front brikes cust come on spzreciably in sdvence of the resr ones, othar-
wise one reverta toc the 19207a and hns rear wheel braking coly.

(f} Try to adjust zhe system so thot the lavurs on the crcss-sheft [cartain
Docels only) are in a position o exort the cost lovor go with o mindoan
\.:ff‘l:-."t. R

fasuming all the abovs points have been checked, the ndjustnent of tha cables

i3 fnirly simple.

a) First Jack up both frent whecls ond tizhten the cables as much as pogsible
withiut the shoos rubbing. Pull the hondbrske back cos notch at o time until koth
wheole are Jocked., Make surc thot they both lock "on the saoe noteh".  Noto the
tx=ct osition of the handbroke 2t this poizt.

b)) Jeck up the rear wheels, and adjust sc that the recr br:okus logk the
wheeln when the handbroke is pulled thrus notchss further on than for the “ront.
Expericent with this es it ooy work butter with "two notshes® differcnee, I finpd
that witk two notches Jifference the resr brikes bind with passengers i the reox of
the cor. Thia will probebly vary frem car fo car accoiding to the setting and
cordition of the springs, :

If the cbove instructions are carried sut {iﬂcidaatzlly the oil trectoent

tokes twe or three woeks to hove eny marked offect), the brakes can be made asa
efficient ~s cne could wish, 411 four wheels cam be Tirmly Jocked without undue
fedel prescure.  Apulied te the lurgur cors this trectment must certzinly reduce the
pedal pressure considersbly cnd inprove the brakes to a recsonpble standard,

(In cese anyone thimks pre—war medels had peor brokes which cznnot be improved,
the figures taken from rocd tests show the braoke systers ts be well up to the muceasary

- stenderds of safely, and an overhaoul of the complete system will ensurc the soms
Tveulis as when the car wes mew. A1l wlvis oeodels were anpable of boing stopped in
30 =35 ft. froo 20 m.p.h. (Dost of then in 30 £1) and the early Speed 20 tourer
recordod 26 ft.  Whers it is desired to modify the system the fitting of & sorvo is
#Tebatly tho cheapest, end most ¢fficient method to adopt. - Begarding the 1uh§§catlan
¢f certlea, Speedy Cablas Ltf., when Tencwing catlos uss outer covers with an olling
ripples aitunted in the niddls).

(L
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14
Ersleo o fustrent. By the Tachuizel Elizur

- _1:*59:.'52":11_3 wWho hnve recelltly purchoscd any of the 1932-1939 modela {ezclu:ln'_ng tha
SE (I TR '55_-1701‘ Creat) zay not be untircly copvorsent with brake edjustizenta nor, guite
=01y, will thoir locel garege. Tho first ubicet, pesuming linings, cablea, croas
E : iticn und properly lubricated, is fo adjust the brele
¢g8ible. Firat, ther.fcore, sliancken off the
Pt full extant. Secvndly, tokdng cach
= gl juster until, with the saximen -mourt of alack
ght sovement of the cap will result in the shiea
sxiontely 3%,
skt une noteh, koving serewed up the central
23 mucemgery, until the front whesis nesd scme effort to turm them, With the
n rke cn three ncotches, the book whools will bu guch herder to turn than the front
end the cobles should be slackened o the point wvhire equal effort, front end rear, is
necessnry. The Task is nct dene in five sinutes, but with care and trouble you will
nave goud TTikes with squal stopping power and the appropriaté poercentage betwoen Front
o VAT, -
_ Ouocora Titted with these br kes pre-wor road tests gove stopping distancews froo
50 .p.t. ol tetWesn 28" and 34' goourding to the waight of tho perticular medal under
tust, The lester figurc is scoetimes worsc on post-wor vehiclas waighiog considerably
<-55 SLLuriing o Temd lest figures,
% ahculd ne noted that the preccdure given in the Inatruetion Manuala for
justing brekes cen rasult in the shoos boing l1af't iz s pesiticn where they are
tisnally furtker awoy frem the drums ond this will rusult in o very considorsbls
of bra¥ing power.
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Tnese two anticles differ in detail but seem 1o agree with each other and both offer more useful detail than
does the handbook. The Ed is used to surgical precision but found it difficul: to accept that such a simple
and crude device as the “recentring eccentric” should offer a choice of full on or full off within about one
degree of arc — never mind the three degrees talked of in the article! My thanks to David Head and the

AOC Bulletin/Julian Collins.

A DAY IN THE B.A.L.D. HILLS

The Bristol, Alvis and Lanchester/Daimler (thus. BALD), clubs converged again this year on tht Maryiands Guest House 2t
Marysville, on Sunday, the 13" of August for what is hoped will become a regular outing for Alvisti.

Thered angle was well represented by Maureen Adnam and friend Pam (TA 14 tourer), Roa Allen (TE 21 saloon),
Johno zad Kay Ball (TA 21 DHC), David Caldweil (TA 14 salcon), John and Marparet Hetherington (Speed 20 tourer) and
the Prez, Mrs. Prez and friend Stephen Mayer (TA 21 DHC).

The Adnams, Caldwells and Tonkins met at Healesville, where we had a pleasant morning tea at a plant nursery on the
outskirts of the town, before climbing the Black Spur and then through MNarbethong and the picturesque run into Marysville. where
your Prez, leading from the front (as always!), managed 1o get us lost in the middle of the town, requiring the First Lady to ask a
local how to get to Marylands. We had decided against the more adventurous route via the Acheron Way, which still has some 20
Kilometres of unscaled road — OK for the VSCC press-on types, but not for us refined Alvisy,

The Guest House is a lovely old affais, now refurbished as a conference centre and a nice place to stay for @ weekend. There
we met the country contingent. Ron Allen, the Balls and the Hetheringtons, who had motored through a good portion of Vic. to get
there, as well as the Bristol and Diaimler/Lanchester contingents. David and Moira Wischer, who have the distinction of
previcusly owning Alvises, a Bristol and a Daimler, asked to be remembered to their red triangle friends.

watter and the usual looking into bonnets and up exhaust pipes, we wenaed (7], our respective ways home_ It
g early in the New Year, for 2 barby

wig 4 pood gathering =nd the Wischers invited the three ¢lubs 1o their new home ar Balg
! WD Ciubs can try o wrest the Bocce Perpetual Trophy off us: Intermingling with like-minded car clubs can
g and thark you to John Hetherington for armanging the meéeting and w the Bristol and Daimler/Lanchester

and o the
oanly bi e positive tf

Clubs for their Bospitality.

Fichard Tonkin.



CARS & PARTS FOR SALE —

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER
THE CLUB CARRIES A SELECTION OF SPARE PARTS WHICH ARE {:D?Y DEADLINE
AVATLABRLE TD FIMANCIAL MEMEERS OF THE CLUB AND TO MEMBERS OF
THE ALVIS CAR CLUB OF NEW SOUTH WALES. OMLY REPRODUCTION
PARTS CAN BE SUPPLIED TO NOM MEMBERS AND A SURCHARGE WILL BE WEDNESDAY
APPLIED. MEMBERS CONTEMPLATING THE MANUFACTURE OF SPARES
AHE ASKED TO CONTACT THE CLUB TO SEE IF OTHERS NEED SUCH A 27th SEPTEMBER 2000
PART OR IF IT IS FEASIBLE TO ORDER SOME FOR CLUB SPARES.
Enquire about spares fo the appropriate SPAREPERSON listed on p.3

CLUB Head Gaskets for Three litre cars are in stock. Contact John Ball 03 5826 2518
Set of four "Twist and Click™ bonnet catches for Speed 20 etc. Need replating
One *Four in One ® instrument complete with Alvis logo and water temp capillary — ex TA 14
For Sale for club funds — donated by John Hetherington

PRIVATEERS (Ads. for cars For Sale must include the price and Reg. or Engine No.}
All Club Alvises in Australia are running perfectly this month. None require spare parts. Nobody
wants to sell a car or buy one.

WANTED Alvis 12/50 Cylinder Block, timing gear cover and rocker cover. Patricia Bren, "Woodhurst”, 29
Poraiti Road, RD2 Mapier, Hawkes Bay. N.Z. Tel 64 6 B442971 Fax 64 6 8444265

DID YOU SEE IT? The August Newsletter included a flyer about the Queensland National Rally next year, from
Bruce Jorss. On the back was a 1950 advertisement for an ALVIS TB 14. It made my heart sing'
How about you? Rob Graham. (Well, no, Rob but this issue should spring your heart info a Chorus,

‘ Dean Prangley's Speed 20 with Bill Ewing 's Speed 25 on its right




