The Alvis Car Club of Victoria (Ine)
Incarporated in ¥ichoma ACD| TI0ZF

the crowd

Issue No 2

Faces in

Friday |6th March — Maonthly Meeting at TUUpm

“Sunday 18th March — Pub Run — Romsey Royal Tennis Coun
(Cope Williams Winery via Alvis Close, Keilor Downs,

| 25th March 46th Annual Kalorama Rally

i 1 April RACYV Great Wheels & Wings day. All British Classic
| Car Club. Lilydale Airfield.

8th April AOMC British & European Motoring Show.
Members Carpark Flemington Racecourse,

-2 April— WEEKEND AWAY See Flver for Full Details
Incorporates monthly meeting.

21-25th April Shannons 2001 National Motoring Tour to Canberra.

30th-3rd May Return from Canberra

Friday |8th May — Monthly Meeting

Saturday [9th May — Garage Crawl & BBQ.
‘ 20th May CHACA all makes Swap Meet Sandown Racecourse
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AGAMBIE
WEEKEND
AWAY
20-22 April
Contact Balls (03)58262518

or Hetheringtons (03)582 16422
filling fast!
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TORQUE

Greetings. Well, summer has gone, at least officially, and daylight saving finishes at the end of this month. So, the March Meet-
ing will be the last opportunity to bring your Alvis, or other fine machine. to “Alvista” in the daylight for a while. Which leads
me into this month’s Monthly Meeting. Inspired by Club Captain, John Link, we are starting the meeting on Friday, 16", at
7pm, rather than the usual 8pm, to allow time for our special guest speaker, Chester McKaige, to talk about his 3 litre Bentley
(which will be there as Car of the Month), and about oils (which, of course, ain’t oils), from his former position of marketing
curu at Penrite Oils. | understand that Chester recently left that job and he may even be persuaded to give us a glimpse into his

new occupation which, I hear, is quite unusual.

Anyway, for those of you who wish to partake of Chester's words of wisdom, please be there by about 7pm. The “normal” (yes, [
will be in the chair), meeting will start at about 8.15, there will be supper after that, and the usual bonhomie and camaraderie.

Don’t forget the day run to Alvis Close, in Keilor Downs, the Cope Williams Winery, with a dash of royal tennis, and to David
and Lynne Vaughan’s home at Romsey for a BBQ lunch on Sunday, 18 March. There are full details elsewhere in this
Newsletter. John and Annie Link have planned a great day for us, so please come along.

Although the First Lady and [ could not attend, | understand that the Alvis/Bristol/Daimler-Lanchester Day at David and Moira
Wischer’s at Balnarring on Sunday, 25" February, was a great success, made all the more so by our retaining the Bocce Chal-
lenge Trophy. Well done Team Alvis, and a special thanks to Eric Nichol, who helped us snatch victory from the jaws, etc, and
brought the trophy home. Thank you to David and Moira for, once again, your generous hospitality.
Also don’t forget Kalorama on Sunday, 25™ March,

See you at the March Meeting.

Richard Tonkin
President.

Down Through the Years!
Down through the years Alvis technology has been variously at the fore front of the automobile, military vehicle and aviation
industries.

The automobile industry saw the first production front wheel drive sports car in 1928, the synchromesh gearbox and the fully
independent front suspension.

The aviation industry saw the Leonides engine power the Bristol Bulldog fighter, the Scottish Aviation Pioneer, Westland Drag-
onfly helicopter, the Hovercraft and other fine aircraft.

The military vehicle industry saw the Stalwart amphibious load carrier, the Scorpion 90 and Scimitar light tanks and numerous
others.

Down through the years these vehicles have been used for their intended purposes and many others not envisaged by the de-
signers.

This rare, and previously unpublished period photograph, was made exclusively available to ALVIC and shows a mid 1930s
Alvis Charabanc conscripted for the important task of transporting children to and from school, probably during the war years.
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. CLUB CAPTAIN’S CORNER

We hope to have Chester McKaige's Bentley on display at the club rooms at 7.00
pm Friday 16th March and hear about the car and its history.

l will try to get the new RACV Car Club liaison officer to talk to us and in the bal-
| ance of time, before the meeting begins, to get members to tell us what they are dn-
ing with their cars.

This month [ have been talking to Red Triangle via fax and trying to get brake parts
and king pin bits for my TD, the most important parts “suspension pin and sleeve”
is in production. Cost is 85.20 pounds, about $243.00 and carriage and packing
$43.00/ The disc brake seal kits for the front are $100.00 per pair,

Interesting cars for sale at Shannons Grand Prix Auction. There is a red Speed 20
Drophead with wire wheels and white upholstery, which looks very nice, could

|| have been the one in the Brooks-Goodman sale 2 years ago - lets hope we can at-
|| tract another new member.

WE WOULD LIKE YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS!

The secretary would like a list of email
addresses. It is for ease of communica-
tion and is not for publication.

Please contact Dale.
dparsell@ozemail.com.au
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X

t Marcia Barber has been unwell. Best wishes for a speedy recovery

Word has it that Paul Bamford's FWD is at Richard Stanley’s Lanceficld establishment having a replica TT body fit-
We look forward to seeing the car on the road soon,

ted.

X

K Enjoyed Chester & Sally McKaige's company at the Grand Prix,
K_ Also to catch up with Rod Amoss and Frank Murnane at the GP.

K Not Gossip! But fact—7.00pm start for March meeting.

X
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The Locomobile is up for sale again. Shannons bought it last time, supposedly for |
$180,000.00. It is a stunning motor with all its brass work. When 1 was racing
against it in the 1998 Targa Tasmania it had lots of problems with the wheels crack-
ing and no sparks, so | was never able to try it out. The driver said that in any event |
the two wheel brakes were inadequate for the Targa. I
I had worked this cut some time ago and converted my 15 litre American LaFrance
to 4 wheel brakes and have managed to bring its three tons to a halt sausfantnnlv
|| Annie is unimpressed both with my driving and the brakes,

Annie and I drove the Alvis Close to Romsey secret route last Sunday and prepared
some questions including some general knowledge ones. [ have also indicated |
where on the route the answers can be found as personally I find it irritating to be |
looking for answers, miles after the spot is passed.

You can do your hnmewn:rrk on two questions,
fl
2 What is the most common grass in the world. Found on every continent and

in a cresk you will pass on the way??777?

At the commitiee meeting we were shown John Hetherington’s lovely Bristol and
|had it explained to us. [ continually get surprised how modest our members are as
well as their hidden depths.

The Balls® are another example and I found a kindred spirit in John, who also en-
joys car books, brass work, oil cans, old machinery and of course has the delightful
TA21 drophead. Annie and 1 had the pleasure of overnighting at the Balls and
really appreciated their mud brick house and the extensive number of trees they
have planted. It was the inspiration of what is in front of us on our 5 acre paddock
at Romsey. We have just put the drive in and are saving up for the electricity which
is next door.

I spent two afternoons in Singapore with the AOC newsletter editor Julian Collins
in who's company I can spend hours listening & learning abour the latest books he
has read. Alexander Graham Bell (who was an Englishman) was his latest find.
We are currently sharing a 1989 book “A Technical History of the Motor Car” by
|N¢w¢nmb and Spurr. I'm finding it fascinating.
| John Link

HOT GOSSIP!!
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear John,

Maritta and 1 attended the recent Historic Racing register Phillip Island meeting and had an excellent weekend. Unfortunately it
clashed with the Bocce match, however a number of Alvisti were seen either competing or spectating (next year we also hope to
regularity, however we have not decided which of us will drive).

The racing class for our cars saw the J/K & L groups combined to form a large orid with quite a large variety of cars, In spite of
the speed difference some excellent racing occurred within several small groups. Geoff Hood (12/50) was showing Trevor East-
wood (over from WA with the ex Andre Chaleyer Speed 25 special) a clean pair of heels for a while until Trevor became used to
the track and the hugely superior power of the Speed 25 allowed Trevor to pull away. Geoff was still managing to keep him in
sight most of the time and Trevor was most impressed by the 12/50s performance. We hope to see Trevor in the future and he
may even make the National Rally.

In the Pre War Regularity, both Steve Denner (12/50) and Mark Burns (12/50) were having a great time and plan to return next
vear. Both cars performed extremely well and although T do not know the results at this time, 1 don’t think it martered to either
of them as they had so much fun.

Amongst the spectators we found Frank Murnane (there with David Rodd) hunting for Speed 235 bits (Trevor was guarding his
closely). Austin Tope and Rob Sands were also seen enjoying themselves.

Amongst the other types of car present on the day a spectacular display of Ferraris included 3 F1 cars and was made possible by
the Ferrari owners and The Prancing Horse. Amongst the racing, probably the most spectacular would have to be the over 3 litre
Group N cars (Mustangs, Torana XU1 etc). Despite these cars now approaching 30 years old the enthusiasm they bring to the
race track is just the same as when the cars were new.

Phillip Island is an excellent circuit for both the competitors and the spectators and this meeting is well worth attending.

Dale Parsell
Left: Geoifl Hood in the super-
charged 12/30
5 Below: Mark Burns following a
30198 ahead of John Felder, Oak-
lamd
Dear John,

I have long thought of the meritorious idea if our club had a record or a potted history of Alvis people who are no longer with us.
If such a project were undertaken it should be commenced quickly and carried out expeditiously as those with the memories of
the past are also, unfortunately getting a bit long in the tooth. Two people who helped the Club very much in the early days were
F.C.Brown of the Alvis Service Department and also David Michie, who was Alvis Service Manager and later co proprietor of
Red Triangle Services.

| will start the ball rolling with Charles Percy Joseland. 1 met Charles only a couple of times and thus my knowledge of him is
not great. He was in the British Army Expeditionary force which went to Russia in 1919 and fought alongside the White Rus-
sians against the Bolshviks. Charles said he was very pleased when he arrived home in England.

In 1921 he took up the position of first service manager with Alvis, a position he held for about 3 years. He always spoke highly
of Captain Smith-Clarke and held his engineering ability in very high regard.

The Junior Car Club held its annual 200 mile race at Brooklands for cars up to 1500cc in 1921, Maurice Harvey being the top

driver for Alvis in a specially modified 10/30. Charles was the second driverina similar car but had dreadful trouble with the

floorboards and also with leg eramps and only managed to finish 20th at an average of about 56 mph. Mind you, Harvey only
finish 17th. Of special note, Charles obviously had a soft spot for Alvis as that is the name of his daughter.

He eventually migrated to Australia and when | knew him he was service manager at Worrels Motors of Toorak, the Mercedes
Benz dealer. Charles is no longer with us and passed away some years ago.

Robert Graham



ACCY COMMITTEE PERSONS

The responsibilities of being an Alvis Car Club of Victoria committee person are soul destroying when one looks at the long hard
hours of work, the need for after hours meetings in hot steamy wet conditions, in cramped amenities without food or sustenance.
Having given you the background to the last committee meeting, it is only right that in presenting the minutes you will seg the
hardship the position demands. The photographs herein will attest to this statement!

.C(}MMITTEE MEETINZ. 4/1/01 Held at the

home of Iohn & Margarel Hetherington, Shepparton,

Present, Parsells, Links, Balls, Tonkins, Eric Nichol, John
White, Hetheringtons, Langs & (John & Kay Balls TA21).

Apologies McDougalls (Andrew’s father is il),

Tonkins will do supper in February at the MMM

Feb 25 Bocce Challenge at the Wischers.

Suggested we starl an occasional meeting at 7pm and have a

guest speaker on a lechnical subject, Approved, this will take place at the
March meecting, possibly with Chester McKaige from Penrite.

March 18 Cope Williams Winery visit and day run. David

Vaughan to be contacted as a possible helper. Roval tennis will be

Committee persons braving the elements under the Shepparton available.

Federation Arch, (Ed nove: the Arch faifed its test in keaping the 20th April weekend away. Nagambic. NSW people very

accupants dry, The two indigenous conscriptees in the foreground interested, Need 50 people to keep price down (later revised to 307,
were on fand jfor i peard duties) TFH to contact Eric Cunningham about an add in Alvibatics.

May 19 Eric Nichol and John White 1o orpanise Garage Crawl.
Pl Lonsdale Weckend Nov, 17-18

Pub Run Trentham Daylesford area 22/6

Annual Lunch, a new venue i required, Parky to look into this.
Auditing has been completed and will be certificd next month.

Calendar Sales. Around 17 left out of T0. Possibly we need (o
look at someone looking after distribution in the other states. Also
contact Charles Mackonochic and Julian Stirling re sales to the UK.

Queensland Rally. Are we going to travel together,

Suggest printing a list of attendevs and then they can get

together.

|John Link. The Automobile Quarterly printed the history of Alvis a
ey few years ago. Suggest we contact them & request permission to
Theee inches of rain fell during the course of the meeting, Here print the article as a service to members.

is the treasurer treading water while trying to indicate the state
of the finances, o was he ordering 5 heers? PRFpiR ey

Reported in Alvibatics. Carl Whittaker recently passed away.

PYT Spares, Eric Nichol will take over, RT to confirm with Austin
Tope that he has stood down.

Mailing of Alvic. Can we post it flat, Yes and il subs have to be
raised next year to cover the enst, so be it,

| Meeting closed at 16:30 (when we had a magnificent storm before
maost retired to the pool).

Thanks Hetheringtons—Great Afternoon!

7

4

The Presadent, in standard {amily court attire welcomes the commilice
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ALVES

Many thanks to Alister Cannon for contributing this interesting article from Wheels magazine March 1937

JPIONEEI
"OF PULL!

v by . RUSSELL HART and "WHEELS" EIMTORIAL STAFF

) 4

Mention of front wheel drive immediately brings to mind the greai name oi ™ = 7

Ciiroen, as
and Llogd.

iwell as other lesser-knoun cars such as Dyna-Panhard, Goliath
But how many Lknow chat the firsd serious altiempt af marketing a

front-drive car came from an English manufacinrer — siaid Alvis, no less!

S one of the great front-drive
supporters onea told us, you can
push a thing in a straight line,
and you can push it very well—

but when you come to pushing it
around : corners,- “m'siew, you push
him sidewnys!” Whereas, as he went
on to point out, If you pull that
same article Instend of pushing I,
it doesn't really matier wery much
which way you navigate, the thing
follows along very nleely all the while.

And that, broadly speaking, ls the
premise on which the theory of fronk
wheel drlve 1s mostly based.

There had been, through the yenrs,
n few aborbive allempts abt manufne-
turing front-drive, and even four
wheel drive, cars before Alvis came
up with thelr solution, It is true; butb
all had wrecked themselves on the
rock ol exbreme unorthodoxy or else
had foundered In the deplhs of ex-
treme mechanleal complieation.

And then one day the Alvls ear
company came up with a front wheel
tirive that nob only was a whizz—Iit

14 \WHEELS, March, 1958
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was also practieal. Moreover, it had
of belng simple and re-
linble; dual virtues which the com-
pany proceeded to prove by running
the britches off some of the world's
hottest opposition on  international
race trocks.

Unfortunately, advertising and sales
promotion, in 1928, lagged Inr be-
hind the propagando level which It
has attained today, and—probably
because the Alvis folk were unable
to tell the buying public loudly
enough and convineingly enough that
fow.d. wes the safest and most prac-
tical drive on the road—their one and
only -attempt ab markeling an un-
orthodox-type car brought them
quickly to the verge of financlial ruin;
50 that they cventunlly pulled thelr

necks in again and went about offer- -
" Ing the always-flekle public & con-

servative car which would mnot be
regarded nskance,

How those Alvis engineers maust
have flogged the faclory feline wihen,
o feiwe brief years laler, Andre Cliroen

not only made a front-drive car but
also shoped it down the public's un-
willing neck so forcefully that even
today, nearly fwenly-five years later,
iz comtpany still makes no other
kind of car!

Sporilng Naleral . . .

Alvis, & smallish company, had al-
ways made very good cars of a dlis-
lnclly sporting nature, ever since
its orlginal emergence in 1910 as the
brainchild of T. G. John, once Sid-
deley-Densy's ™ chiel engineer. First
there was the Ten-Thirty, which had
o long stroke sidevalve engine giving
30 bh.p and o top speed of 60 m.p.h.
The 10/30 remained In production
until 1823, and Lhe 250 cars made
during that time galoed an enviable
reputation.

In 1922 the bore of the 10/30 was;

enlarged to 68 mm., and the car be-
came the 11740 sports model—whieh
in turn became the 12/40 later in the
same year. Pushrod valves and o de-
tachable hend were added In 1023,

Y



Artisf's Impression of .a fobric-bodied
front-drive Alvis—pioneer of pulll (Re-
_printed from “The Vintage Motor Car";"

Baisford, 38/6.)
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gnd ‘thus perhaps the ‘most famous
- Alvis ever, the 12/50, was born.

For B 13 litre car the 12/60° was
outstanding by any yardstick, and it

2

‘continned :in  production in several "

different sporting and touring forms
right up until 1952, :

Front Wheel Prive . . .

1n 1925, however, the firm—always
experimentally. minded—brought. out
the ecar which forms the subject of
this story. This -was & front wheel
drive,” four cylinder,” overhead eam-
shaft car. which was  supercharged
“to give nearly 100 bh.p. Its weight,
a mere Db owt, contributed to a
power/weight Tatlo that for its day,
was phenomenal; and,- 85 can be
imagined, the ear's performance Wis
shattering.

On - its very first appearance this

g unorthodax - little - Alvls" awept  up
as - shelsley Walsh hill in 542 seconds,
e poining ‘a eclase win.  Several” other

o similar successes - followed, and then

= came the 1928 L& Mans, in which two

of tha ears, driven by Harvey and.

Purdy and 8. C. IL. Davis and Dykes,
were entered in the 1500 cc. class.
EBoth ran most rellably, and finlshed
winning first and second places in

end minth, respectively, in the gen-
eral classification. When one recalls
that the oppasition on this occasion
ineluded such  redoubtable  racing
glants ' as Stutz, Chrysler, Bugattl,
and Bentley, the performance of the
little 1,500 ce Alvises iz shown s
being (little short of staggering.

~That very same season & team of

P

thefr elass, in additlon to being sixth -

three cars was entered for the Ulster
Tourist ~ Trophy; and « these Wwere
driven by Harvey, Purdy, and Leon
Cushman. It was a teeming wet day,
and -throughout the race fortunes
were constantly chenging. Right from
the start the. litule Alvizes did very
well, and were nicely placed for what
looked llke being ‘an almost  certaln
win. One, . however, latér holed a

piston: while the second, negotiating

a turn in a downpour, ran clean out
of the road and was so badly dam-
aged ‘that 1t was withdrawn,

This left the honour of upholding

the Red Triangle in the able hands.

of Cushman, who, g0 a8 to leave little
doubt  about it, ‘immediately punched
hard on the throttle snd bolted out

into the lead. The fw.d. Alvis, how-

ever, was notoriously a tricky car to
handle — posslbly - due_ to its long
wheelbase and unduly low centre of
gravity -— -and Cushman, -pounding

hard: intoone difficult eorner, lost’ 7
S hig “car  completely. spun out, s:md ~ 'and  this  was * actually - attempted;

“gtalled his engine.’ -

‘It was. some. time before he man-

aged to get restarted, during which

fime Kaye Don, driving his blown
Lea Franels like the very devil, had
built up o lead of 40 seconds. There
then ensued a terrific'duell
Cushman, driving like & man'pos-
epssed, - slowly but - surely - chopped
Don's lead down to mintte propor-
tions, and over the eoncluding laps
practically nothing separated the two
sereaming cars. ‘The crowd, on its
toes, surged forward until they wers
aetually swarming all over the pits
and even standing, tense, on the very
pounters! - The effort was just: too

P4 enix FiE A0 8.
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much, however, and Don recelved .me

checkered flag—the Alvis fnishing &
close second nt 646 mph. =

Elght Cglinders < . . %
Meanwhile, in 1926, et another
revolutionary f.w.d. car had mads itz
appearance, This, also = 1h litre car,-
featured o straight-eight, horizontal
valve engine, and was reputed fo de- -
velop “125 bhp. This "Alvis was de-"
sizned  to comply with the then 11
litre Crand Prix formula, and it was
undoubtedly very fast; but it pesed - |
many mechanical problems and does. .

‘not appear to. have jever been ‘very

successful. " Like the ”four - cylinder

fw.d Alvis it had inboard brakes, =

and was suparcharged by means of a
Rootes-type  Cozette  blower dellver-
ing through a large Solex carburattor.
There 'was much talk of pitting this -
AT ngujntt'_;}m:wmsami four cylin-
der model in & special match race,

“ however, the stralght-eight was per-

" petually beset with mechanical de- .

rangements and it never managed to
get away from  the . stariing - line
' Many other successes fell to the
lot of the four eylinder ear before,
finally, it was reluctantly withdrawn
from production, The company had,
in fact, been imbued with so much
confidence in the fw.d deslgn that
they had concentrated on 1t to the
neglect of thelr other, ~well trled,
models: and when eventually it was
ghandoned -85 &  last-resort to. save
the compoany. from ruin, and such
highly  attraetive ‘Alvises ~as - the .
*Spped Twenty” and “"Speed Twenty-
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Today, Alvis have refoined fheir well-earned repulefion e builders of splendidly
engineered, sedale limited-prouction sedans—but the occosional Alvis sparfster con alia
be seen. This sleck beouly with Ialian bedywork it esample.

five” made their appearance, the
name of Alvls never again reappeared
in Its erstwhile place in the fore-
front of motor sport.

Fortunately, one of the few re-
maining examples of the [ront-drive
four cylinder car is now in Melbourne
in the possession of Mr. J. Russell
Hert, and the following columns pre-
sent Mr. Hart's own description and
impressions of this most unusual car.
We  regard * with - interest -his <com-
ments

K vy o
tmﬁm a

sition to the wishes of

this  partle

the

Probably, like so many other rumours, -

this so-called “vice™ has been grossly
overratad
H! Alvis . . . (Mr. Hari) :
The Alvis engineers knew well how
to make & car “fit" the driver. The
provision of a-long seat cushion and
high " squab promote bodily comfort,
whilst &' light clutch, - an ensily
handled and conveniently rlaced gear
shift “lever, and a -large diameter

the car's handling, ' es-

steering wheel set at just the right
angle make the driver feel at home.
The long bonnet and scuttle—high
up, relative to the seat—give a driver
the feeling that this is a really big
car—yet the engine has & capacity
of less than 1i litres, the wheelbase
Is only 8 ff 6 In, and the overall
length of the complete ear is only
slightly more than 13 ft
Immediately the engine fires it

~both  feels and sounds powerful, an

Impression that 1=

of tly low -weight to enable
the gears to be changed quickly and
without noise.

The szuspension of thiz  Alvis is
beyond reproach. No matter whether
the road is rough or smooth, or the
speed high or low, hardly a tremor is
transmitted to- the chassis. On long

wavy surfaces the car pitches slightly, -
action

but _there Is no reclprocal
whatever, And as with any front
drive ear, cornering i.a. _suparh.

~. Bends and COTMErs CAl-

"ot extremely high speeds—as s00n RS, -
one has become -sccustomed ~to the —
capabilities of the car in this direc-
tion—and- almost without  sensatlon.
Acute bends, usually consldered to be
barely safe at forty, can be taken &t
& good 50 or 60 m.p.h, with ense; the == ]
fact that the cor is accelerating or -5 5 - o5
decelerating seeming to make no dif- - i
ference whatever to its road-holding
capabllities. -

When the poinl of breskawny
reached, the car simply slides on all
four whesls, and still maintains &
perfeet line through the corner (or = =
the hedge, according to the driver's - - il
judgment!). It Is this cornering S e
ability, togather with the powerful
braking ond the excellent ride pro- s
vided by the all round indspendent i
suspension, that makes the car such i
o joy to handle. |

As far as the performance of the
iAlvis f.w.d Is concerned, the super-
charged racing model had o top speed
of 100 mph. at 500 rpm—guar-
anteed when leaving the works—and
in touring trim they were good for

§ia guaranteed 85 m.p.h.
Technically Speaking . . . £

The ¢ is wery sturdily con-
structed and Is very low slung. An 2
extra long bonnet and wide Erack - o
glve it a squat, business-like sppear-
ance, .

The suspension is fully independent |
on - all-four wheels. ‘The rear wheels g |
are mounted on massive gquarter- :
elliptic springs and rather elaborate® ©- 1

arms, which turn ir: huge ball i

The {ront brales are one of Ehe 0 S
many features which, In._their  day, - =i
were well In advence of the period o’ 1
They are inboard, being bolted direct - !
to the differentisl casing, and are of .
the two 'leading shoe type. The two -
lending shoe mechanism: s external,
and is easily adjusted. :
~These front brakes are operated by et
a single cable to a -compensator RALEIE A
which, although most effective, fs also .= -
exceedingly vulnerable, being low and "0 12

Ruggud looking wnd: purposstul, the FWD.Alvis was o fasl;:roodable
car, ard loaked L7

[
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i

: rlsht out 1:1 .tmnt. The- brnk'lng aﬁ-
i tem"is very.pewerful Indeed, and is
Py T fullr up ‘to modern ' standards,

i The engine of the Alvis is & de-
po¥er valupnient. of “the ‘original 12/50 "en-
o= gine.- It iz a'single overhead camshaft

enging - of 1482 ce (R.AC. mting
~"115}), and 1z of 68 mm. bore and 102
mm. “stroke. - It has o valves-in-line
type . of - cylinder ‘head, with “highly
polished ports, and slamued induc-
- --%.tlon porta~—-as -alzo Is the centre ex-
haust gutlet to the manifold. A c:.r]in-l

-
4.

=
et

L der head -gasket of 020 in. 2
¥ ?g- gives & compression ratio o o

Valve - clearances . are " obiained by
means of a ‘dashpot fitted over the
valve -spring. “Inside which a small
cap resting on top of the valve stem

: itself carries a number of small steel
i shima of varying thicknesses: and as .
. the dashpot i3 always in direct con-

saa - tact with the lobe of the camshaft,

iy "2 no - adjustment ‘can be carried out
. without “the camshaft’s removal.

2 M cylinder block, also detachable,

. les - the alloy pLsr.mus and - dural

""“:/-—-ﬂ con rods. Pistons are secured by gud-

gecn pins retained by .circlips which

i prevent any slde movement towards

the bore. A cast aluminium crankcase

encloses o finely balaneed machined

i crankshaft held by three white metal

; “bearings, with the flywheel and tim-

Ing gears placed at the front of the

engine — a reversal of-normal pro-

~cedure owing to the car's deslgn be-

ing ‘-F.'WD. The supercharger -Is of

the Roots fype, and Is incorporated

in" original -Alvis design, Boost s

about 6 lbs. PSI. -and two spring

3 loaded flame arresters deal with Lhe
possibility of spitting back.

A mixture of 50 per cent pure ben-

zol and 50 per cent petrol, or an al-

cohol -mixture, is for com-

-'_"’ i " petitlon work, with " pint of Castrol

XKL per. gallon of fuel to lubricate
-'the - blower ' besrings. . Surprisingly
annugh my engine is quite economieal,
g:l.l-"lnu 30 -m.p.g.!
‘Clutch” and . gearbox are mounted -
furv.rard in unit construclion, as is
“the differential. A single plate eluteh
: iz fitted in which a steel centre disc
o, 4 ~—is gripped -between two Ferodo faces
A ~— one attached fo the flywheel, the

:_-h-u.-“nthrr to the plate earrying the with-
non-adjustable

- ‘drewal toggles. - A

.-eluteh stop or cluteh "brake” is fitted,

~which comes Into operation automat-

“vicdeally when the clutch pedal is press-
ed Tully down.

.~ Front wheel steering is arrived al

by. a large cast aluminium steering

box carrying o worm shaft supported

on: taper roller bearings at ench end.

_..? =~ This.~shaft -~ engages with ' another
et shaft which i in “turn attached to
3 bell erank levers. Thus the tie rod is
- beneath - the clutch and brake pedal
i shafl, - operating * two ‘long steering

e rods ~ independently “to each front

T tractor- ‘housing: and  between the

raked “steering ‘column thers i3 a
Hardy ‘Spicer disc, the driver sitting
at an~agle In the corner of his
== compariment.

. TUnless guite well off financially,
one needs to be an engineer to main-
taln and run one o thess rare and
most zatisfying cars. But then it is
not very likely that you will ever have
such ' an  opportunity, "as thers were
less than ong hundred cars manufac- 9
tured altogether. ]

This drawing of the negt 4-cyl. ohic. engine shows fhe plocemant of magnels ‘end
dynamo, o1 weil oz hew the goorbos, fogethor with finel drive wnif, s mounted in cae
of the engine's front end. Nafe ribbed inboard braoks droms.

The overbeod cambeft “laysuf,

shawing ~ the I:rfgu cylindrical " flaf headed 'Fn'ppll'l.

{Jrln.i shows teppet :.Hwn-r}

The strong, simple Alvis frome wilh loof ramp fitled. Nole bow immense rigidify is
cartied fhrough iafa the fronf spring! mouwntings.
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Cars for Sale

The Club carries a selection of spare parts that are available te financial members and io mem-
bers of the Aivis Car Club of NSW. Oniy reproduction parts can be supplied io non menbers and

a surcharge will be applied, Members contemplating the reproduction of parts are avked to con- a I d p a I
tact the Club 1o determine if others need such o part and whether it is feasible to order some for 1 S e S '

club spares.

Elvis 12/40 & Spares.

| Contact Les Miller, Unit 10 45-47 Salisbury Rd, Hornsby, N.S.W. 2077
(editor has photocopies, car appears to be without body and partially disassembled)

'TA 21 Special

Very reliable rebuilt engine with 5 speed
(overdrive) Rover gearbox, power brakes, new
'hood, custom made trunk with drawers, a head
turning polished aluminium body with green
mudguards.

A real bird puller! Record so far 3 sparrows, 2
pidgeons. Full registration $36,000 OBO.

Parts
| TA21 Gearbox—good order, but falls out of top in the traditional manner. 5430

|
TA21 Radiator Shell—quite good order, no rust. Needs like panel beating and plating to make “as new.”
Contact John Link. Mobile 0419 361237 Home (03) 9391 2011 Fax (03) 9391 3691

WANTED

12/50 Cylinder block, timing gear cover and rocker cover.

FOR SALE

12/50 clutch plate springs, new sets of 12, $NZ50 including sfc postage & packing.
Patricia Bren, Woodhurst 29 Poriati Rd, RD2 Napier, Hawkes Bay 4021 New Zealand. Fax 64-6-8444265
Phone 64 6 8442971 (evenings)

=
FOR SALE

| Set of five 12/50 wheels, 23" open hub wire wheels, lock ring type in service on the SD until Geoff's alloy |
wheel centres inspired the building of a set of 217 (better on the SD, and cheaper tyres) The wheels are
ready for the road, painted red, fitted with tyres, 3 of which have some legitimate miles left. $1800.

FOR SALE

Silver Eagle? Front and rear axles. These are similar to the SD axles in details such as hubs, brake shoes

and drums, but have wider track. Some brake parts are retained as spares for the SD. Half shafts are in-
| cluded for sale. $400.

Warwick Barnett (07) 33753742 Mobile 0411 881 278

S

LIBRARY

Club meeting nights are not always the best time to peruse the library and make a
choice. Frances has provided a catalogue of items held, for your selection.
Please find enclosed!
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SUNDAY 18 MARCH 2001
DAY RUN

. 10.00am meet at Alvis Close, Keilor Downs

melways map 14 A7
byo tea & coffee etc
sticky buns will be provided
. 10.45am leave on observation run to Romsey

tea.

:Zf‘. 12.30pm view Royal Tennis at the Romsey Royal Tennis

Club Glenfern Rd. A chance to taste/purchase
local wine.

1.30pm lunch at David & Lyn Vaughan’'s home 316

Knox Rd, Romsey. (look for the Alvis Car on

instructions/questionnaire provided at mommg

the left in Knox Rd—near junction of Glen Fernf :

Romsey-Woodend Rd.
(BYO BARBECUE LUNCH)

'4.00pm may be a chance to play Royal Tennis. Bring

your gear. Racquets & balls provided.

CHECKLIST: MELWAYS, MORNING TEA..FEN.LUNCH, TENMIS GEAR, SUNSCREEN, MOBILE FHONE,
PHONE NUMBERS: LINKS 93912970H 0419 36123 M. TOMKINS 0407944987, ROMSEY ROYAL
TENNIS CLUB 54296222 or 0417518502, VAUGHANS 5429572]
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