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Back in 1998 David and Moira Wischer initiated the Boule (another name for petanque) Challenge Trophy, which was held at their 
property down on the Peninsular. The competition was keenly fought between three clubs: Alvis, Bristol and Daimler/Lanchester. 
Bristol was the first winner, followed by Alvis in 2000 and 2001 and the final competition at the time was won by Daimler in 2003. 
 
There was interest last year to reactivate the competition, but opening it up to two more clubs: Armstrong Siddeley and Jowett. 
Unfortunately the scheduled date in August had to be cancelled at short notice and so the competition was postponed to this year. 
 
Last weekend on Sunday 18th May, Michael and Pat Pringle of the Daimler Club very kindly hosted the revived competition at their 
home at Somers. Their home is set in 2 acres of land which provided a wonderful setting, with the representative cars parked in a 
circle on a grassed area shaded by trees and with tables and chairs set up near by. Surrounding the home was a perfect gravel area 
for the holding of the boules competition. 
 
Having arrived at 11.30am on a lovely sunny day the initial priority was to meet the members from the other clubs, admire the cars 
and eat and drink before commencing the competition at 1.30pm. The Alvises attending were: Balthazar’s Firefly, Chris Higgins 12/50, 
McDougall’s 12/50, Northey’s Speed 20 and Tonkin’s Graber. There was an excellent role up of Bristols, including two 402 
convertibles which I had not seen before. Also it was good to see the only Armstrong Siddeley, a two door with fabric roof (I am not 
good on AS model designations) which has been sympathetically preserved, as the last time I saw the car it was at a museum in 
Tocumwal looking very much unloved and sad. 
 
When it came to the competition the ACCV was able to field two teams Alvis 1: Sharon Balthazar, Bob Northey, Chris Higgins (our 
secret weapon) and Andrew McDougall. Our second team, Alvis 2 was represented by: Leslie Northey, John Balthazar, Ian Barber 
and Peter Higgins (Chris’s Son). Frances McDougall acted as stand in when not taking photos. As we felt that the Armstrong 
Siddeleys were disadvantaged with numbers the Tonkins switched their allegiance. The Bristol team also had a bit of an Alvis flavour 
with Mark Burns and Andrew Green (attending with Bristol cars) bolstering their numbers. 
 
There were three competitions running in parallel and each competition had three rounds of bowling. At the conclusion of the first 
competition the teams swapped to play another team until all teams had played one another. Undoubtedly the competition was 
enjoyed by all as there was much laughter, shouted encouragement and close scrutiny of which boule was closest to the jack. 
 
The final wash up of the competition was Alvis 1 first with 8 points (Chris Higgins’ accuracy very much appreciated), hotly pursued by 
Armstrong Siddeley. It was special that David Wischer (looking in fine fettle) was in attendance and was able to present the trophy. It 
was good to be able chat with him and recall times past. 
 
Another highlight was to have Marcia Barber along to spectate and catch up with friends. Ian had thoughtfully brought her along in a 
closed X19 Fiat instead of the Silver Eagle. 
 
Undoubtedly the day was a great success and I believe that all who were there agreed that there is merit in the one make clubs 
getting together periodically to share events, appreciate each others vehicles and to enjoy the company of a wider audience of 
enthusiasts. An exchange of event calendars could well see more combined events. 
 
Once again we must thank our hosts, Michael and Pat for opening up their home and for providing such a suitable venue. It was very 
much appreciated. 
 
Andrew McDougall 
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Left: Marcia Barber 

Left:  David Wischer 
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THE ACTION 

THE WINNERS 

Photography by Frances McDougall 




